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The Anti-Corruption and Anti-Chen Campaign initiated in early September 2006
went through three major mobilization peaks and went into an abrupt decline in the
mid-October. In spite of its uncertain future, it 1S time to explore into the processes of the
movement and reflect upon its strength and weakness. Three characteristics of the
movement are closely examined, which are non-organizational, hilarity, and a tendency to
resist the sublime. Three factors are spotted for answering why the movement fell abruptly:
disorientation of the leadership, failure in canvassing broader support, and, most
importantly, the strategic leveling up of “ethnic” conflict by the DPP. I argue that for a
healthy and substantive democracy to grow in the future, the cross-strait relation has to
find a way to break the current deadlock. Finally, the US-backed color revolutions in
recent years are juxtaposed with the red-shirted movement.
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