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Abstract

In this essay I argue that tongxinglian in late-twentieth century and early twenty-first
century Taiwan is produced according to a visual paradigm of looking and being
looked at.  Specifically, the essay’s argument is structured around the tension
between the concepts of tongzhi xianshen and tongzhi puguang. The first part of the
essay focuses on the relationship between puguang and a mediatized look at
tongxinglian which, in the current moment, is indicatively televisual. By
foregrounding the workings of television media in representing tongxinglian 1 aim to
interrogate one of the specific technologies that organizes the cultural visibility of
tongxinglian. This section asks detailed questions about how tongxinglian is made
to appear—or is paradoxically exposed as “hidden,” or is made to disappear—through
the technological and cultural mechanisms of television. In the second part of the
essay, [ read Qiu Miaojin’s 1994 lesbian novel The Crocodile’s Journal, considering
how that text enables the imagining of tactics of fongzhi xianshen within Taiwan’s
specific regime of homophobia that constitutes tongxinglian as the object of an

injurious gaze.

Keywords: homosexual/gay, coming-out/exposure, media voyeurism, television,

visuality, Qiu Miaojin/The Crocodile’s Journal
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