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Abstract

The highly stigmatized marginal culture of tattoo artists have been
undergoing an obvious process of professionalization in Taiwan through the
formation of professional community and its code of conduct as well as crafted
management of media representation. Public presentations of tattoo are
increasingly framed in narratives that seem to describe the unique creativity of
individual tattoo consumers but are always couched in mainstream
sentimentalism and emotional scripts that feature women as central agents.
This feminization of tattoo not only brings forth changes in clientele, design,
body area, and taste, but also helps make tattoo palatable for the general public
through narrativization, sentimentalization, and beautification. Even the strictly

masculine fright-oriented tattoos are also changing their class aura through a



penchant for artistic presentation. Obscured in this process of upward mobility
and mainstreaming are the traditional tattoos associated with crime and
deviance. This essay attempts to investigate the development of this

diversification and the shifts in gender and class position therein.
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