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Honor Code

As a student and citizen of the Duke University Community:

1. I will not lie, cheat, or steal in my academic endeavors

2. I will forthrightly oppose each and every instances of academic dishonesty.

3. I will communicate directly with any person or persons I believe to have been
dishonest. Such communication may be oral or written. Written communication
may be signed or anonymous.

4. I will give prompt written notification to the appropriate faculty member and to the
Dean of Trinity College or the Dean of the Pratt School of Engineering when I
observe academic dishonesty in any course

5. I'will let my conscience guide my decision to have committed a violation of this
Code.

6. I join the undergraduate student body of Duke University in a commitment to the
Code of Honor
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Plagiarism Defined

Academic communities, then, demand that writers credit others for their work, and that the
source of their material clearly be acknowledged. Not to do so is to plagiarize, to
intentionally or unintentionally appropriate the ideas, language, key terms, or findings of
another without sufficient acknowledgment that such material is not one own. As the
Modern Language Association defines this transgression:

Scholarly authors generously acknowledge their debts to predecessors by carefully giving
credit to each source. Whenever you draw on another work, you must specify what you
borrowed whether facts, opinions, or quotations and where you borrowed it from. Using
another person ideas or expressions in your writing without acknowledging the source
constitutes plagiarism. Derived from the Latin plagiarius ("kidnapper"), plagiarism refers
to a form of intellectual theft. . .In short, to plagiarize is to give the impression that you
wrote or thought something that you in fact borrowed from someone, and to do so is a
violation of professional ethics. (Joseph Gibaldi, MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly
Publishing. ond, ed, New York: MLA, 1998: 151).



On occasion, students accused of plagiarism have claimed that their plagiarism has

occurred without their knowledge or intent. Since ignorance of convention is not a
reasonable defense, it is best to become thoroughly acquainted both with the various ways
in which plagiarism is construed, and with the conventions of source attribution and proper
documentation. Some students seem to believe that there are different degrees of plagiarism,
some not as a bad as others. No distinctions are made between any of the following acts.

All constitute instances of plagiarism as outlined in Duke University Rules and Regulations
of the Undergraduate Community, and all constitute transgression of the Duke Community
Standard (Honor Code). You will be charged with plagiarism if you:

Copy from published sources without adequate documentation.

Purchase a pre-written paper (either by mail or electronically).

Let someone else write a paper for you.

Pay someone else to write a paper for you.

Submit as your own someone else unpublished work, either with or without
permission.

O O O O O
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III1. Standards of Conduct

Without regard to motive, student conduct that is academically dishonest, evidences lack of
academic integrity or trustworthiness, or unfairly impinges upon the intellectual rights and
privileges of others is prohibited. A non-exhaustive list of prohibited conduct includes:

A. Cheating on Exams and Other Assignments
B. Committing Plagiarism

Plagiarism, in any of its forms, and whether intentional or unintentional, violates
standards of academic integrity. Plagiarism is the act of passing off as one's own the
ideas or writings of another. While different academic disciplines have different modes
for attributing credit, all recognize and value the contributions of individuals to the
general corpus of knowledge and expertise. Students are responsible for educating
themselves as to the proper mode of attributing credit in any course or field. Faculty
may use various methods to assess the originality of students' work. For example,
faculty may submit a student's work to electronic search engines, including
Turnitin.com, a service to which the Honor Council and the Provost subscribe. Note
that plagiarism can be said to have occurred without any affirmative showing that a
student's use of another's work was intentional.

C. Using False Citations

False citation is academic fraud. False citation is the attribution of intellectual property
to an incorrect or fabricated source with the intention to deceive. False attribution
seriously undermines the integrity of the academic enterprise by severing a chain of
ideas which should be traceable link by link.

D. Submitting Work for Multiple Purposes



E. Submitting False Data

F. Falsifying Academic Documentation
G. Abuse of Library Privileges

H. Abuse of Shared Electronic Media

Harvard University
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Definitions of Academic Violations

Registration at Northwestern requires adherence to the University's standards of academic



integrity. These standards may be intuitively understood, and cannot in any case be listed
exhaustively; the following examples represent some basic types of behavior that are
unacceptable:

1. Cheating: using unauthorized notes, study aids, or information on an examination;
altering a graded work after it has been returned, then submitting the work for regrading;
allowing another person to do one's work and submitting that work under one's own
name; submitting identical or similar papers for credit in more than one course without
prior permission from the course instructors.

2. Plagiarism: submitting material that in part or whole is not entirely one's own work
without attributing those same portions to their correct source.

3. Fabrication

4. Obtaining an Unfair Advantage:

5. Aiding and Abetting Academic Dishonesty

6. Falsification of Records and Official Documents

7. Unauthorized Access to computerized academic or administrative records or
systems

Yale University
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By coming to Yale, you have implicitly asked the College to help you develop a broadly
based, highly disciplined intelligence; you've asked not just to learn material, but also to be
guided towards a deep and supple understanding of the subjects you study. Course readings,
lectures, and discussions are all crucial elements of this learning. Less obvious, perhaps, is
what your own writing contributes to this process. It may sometimes seem that exams, lab
reports, and papers are meant primarily to measure how much you've learned. But when
you complete written coursework, you are not demonstrating what you've learned, but are
rather doing the very work of synthesis and reflection that constitutes advanced learning.
Every writer has had the experience of making discoveries while writing an essay. To have
this discovery is to make knowledge, and making knowledge is what joins you to the
project of the university.

Students who cheat forfeit the opportunity to make such discoveries. Certainly there are
other reasons not to cheat. If you borrow unacknowledged ideas or language from others,
you are stealing their work, which denies them their due credit and also impedes the free
exchange of ideas that the university depends on. Yale regards cheating as a serious offense,
for which the standard penalty is two semesters of suspension. But the much more grievous
wrong is to the cheating student. Your writing is one of the most powerful sites of learning;
students who turn in someone else's work, therefore, are giving away the very substance of
their educations.

College coursework frequently ask students to build on previous scholarship, or to
collaborate with other students. The following definitions may help clarify the proper
procedures for conducting and documenting these collaborations.



A. Multiple submission
B. Cheating on examinations
C. Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the use of someone else's work, words, or ideas as if they were your own.
Thus most forms of cheating on examinations are plagiarism; but we usually apply the
word to papers rather than to examinations.

If you use a source for a paper, you must acknowledge it. Initially, many students fear
that acknowledging sources obscures their own original contribution to a paper. But the
very idea of writing in a university is to trace your participation in a conversation of
scholars. Showing how your ideas derive from and comment on the ideas of others is
one of the high achievements of mature academic writing. It would be a mistake to
downplay this achievement in an attempt to suggest greater originality. What we really
want to see is an intellectual interdependence between student writers and their sources.

What counts as a source varies greatly depending on the assignment, but the list
certainly includes readings, lectures, Web sites, conversations, interviews, and other
students' papers. Every academic discipline has its own conventions for acknowledging
sources. Your instructor should make clear which conventions you must use. But even
if you're confused about the specific punctuation and formatting, you must make clear
in your written work where you have borrowed from others—whether data, opinions,
questions, ideas, or specific language. This obligation holds whether the sources are
published or unpublished.

Submission of an entire paper prepared by someone else is an especially egregious form
of plagiarism, and is grounds for the imposition of a particularly serious penalty, even
for expulsion from the University.

D. Problem sets and ungraded written assignments
E. Laboratory exercises

F. A last note

BB R
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Consequences to Plagiarizing at Duke

As a violation of the Duke Community Standard, charges of plagiarism are brought to the
attention of Judicial Affairs, which initiates an investigation that may lead to formal
charges made at an Undergraduate Judicial Board hearing. The process for the investigation
and the adjudication of charges may be accessed at the Dean of Students Office's Guide to
The Undergraduate Disciplinary Process. Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in a
variety of sanctions (failure of the course in which the plagiarism occurred and suspension




from the University among them). The Duke University Honor Council devotes itself to
educating the University community about the importance of maintaining an ethic of
academic integrity. Their online materials provide useful information regarding special
events, workshops, and ongoing discussions about ethical intellectual conduct at Duke.

Northwestern University
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What Happens if You Cheat

Some students underestimate the risks of academic misconduct. Professors can usually tell
by the change of style when a writer is using someone else's words, and they are familiar
with sources usually plagiarized; grades are routinely audited for unauthorized changes;
bluebooks and papers are cross-checked between sections of large courses for evidence of
cheating.

If a professor suspects a violation, he or she refers the matter to the academic dean for
review. If, after considering the evidence and talking with the student, the dean decides a
violation has occurred, the professor may lower the student's grade. Additional sanctions,
ranging from a letter of reprimand to exclusion from the University, are imposed by the
school in which the student is enrolled. Though procedures vary in detail among
Northwestern's six undergraduate schools, they all contain adequate safeguards and
channels of review and appeal. Each case is considered on its individual merits, and
penalties may vary accordingly.

Sanctions

All proven cases of academic misconduct will be penalized as appropriate under the
circumstances. Sanctions other than a reduced or failing grade will be imposed by the
school in which the student is enrolled. The imposition of any sanction other than a private
reprimand will include a statement of reasons supporting its severity. A student may appeal
any finding or sanction as specified by the school holding jurisdiction. Sanctions may
include but are not limited to:

Reduced or failing grade.

A letter of reprimand.

A defined period of probation, with or without the attachment of conditions.
Withdrawal of University funding.

A defined period of suspension, with or without the attachment of conditions.
Exclusion from the University.

Notation on the official record.

Revocation of an awarded degree.

Any appropriate combination of 1-8 above.

WO E WD =
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Sample Plagiarism Cases

A student was charged with plagiarizing a portion of a paper. The original source was part
of the available evidence. The student did not contest the facts or the violation. A Judicial
Panel found the student responsible for violating the Honor Code.

Sanctions: One-quarter suspension and 40 hours of community service.

A student turned in a paper that was identical (except for cover sheet and typographical
errors) to a paper submitted by another student to a different course the previous quarter. A
teaching assistant who happened to TA both courses discovered the plagiarism. The student
did not contest the facts or the violation. A Judicial Panel found the student responsible for
violating the Honor Code.

Sanctions: One-quarter suspension and 40 hours of community service.

A student submitted an essay written for a previous class, in its entirety, to another faculty
member for a course taken the following quarter. The syllabus for the second course
specifically prohibited using an assignment submitted to another course. The instructor
became concerned because the essay did not cover the material discussed in the course. The
student claimed not to have read the syllabus but, once it was pointed out, the student did
not contest the facts or the violation. A Judicial Panel found the student responsible for
violating the Honor Code.

Sanctions: One-quarter suspension and 40 hours of community service.

Two students submitted a computer program containing over 70% of the same code. The
similarity was detected by the MOSS (Measure of Software Similarity) system, a free
service to the educational community provided by U.C. Berkeley. Student A admitted to
finding a copy of the other student B’s code on a public computer and using it to complete
the assignment. Student B was not involved in giving the unpermitted aid and therefore was
not charged. Student A did not contest the facts or the violation. A Judicial Panel found the
student responsible for violating the Honor Code.

Sanction: One-quarter suspension and 40 hours of community service.

A student turned in an essay that had substantial and extensive copying from a published
source. A TA noticed that the composition of the essay was problematic. The student
acknowledged failing to properly cite sources, but contested that it was an Honor Code
violation on the basis that he misunderstood the directions and did not intend to plagiarize.
A Judicial Panel found the student responsible for violating the Honor Code.

Sanctions: One-quarter suspension and 40 hours of community service.

A professor was concerned about a final paper submitted by a student because: 1) the paper
did not answer the question that had been posed, 2) the paper covered portions of the book
the students had not been asked to read, and 3) several sentences were far from the normal
writing style of Stanford undergraduates. After searching the web the professor found at
least one of the web sites from which the work had been plagiarized. The student did not
contest the facts or the violation. A Judicial Panel held the student responsible for violating
the Honor Code.

Sanctions: Two-quarter delay in the conferral of degree and 40 hours of community service.
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University of Sussex

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/academicoffice/1-4-1-4.html

The following penalties are available to the panel for application:

(a) deduction of marks such as to cause course failure;

(b) directly reducing the mark for the course to zero;

(c) reduction of Grand Mean for the programme by up to 10%;

(d) reduction of degree classification by one or more classes;

(e) disqualification from the award of Honours;

(f) failure of degree with allowance to resit/resubmit for an Ordinary degree;
(g) disqualification from candidature for the award of a degree.

Penalties (e)-(g) should normally be reserved for cases of multiple
misconduct in one exam diet or a serious second offence after being found
guilty of misconduct in a previous diet. They are not normally used for a
single example of a first offence.

University of Manchester
http://www.campus.manchester.ac.uk/ssc/examinations/exampoliciesinformation/pla

giarism/

... The penalties that can be imposed range from a minimum of a zero mark for the
work (with or without allowing resubmission) through the down grading of degree
class, the award of a lesser qualification (eg a pass degree rather than honours, a
certificate rather than diploma) to disciplinary measures such as suspension or
expulsion.
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Inquiry process

Stage 1: Summary Inquiry

18.

19.

a7
i

The prescribed authority, that 1s, the Head of School or nominee, will write to the stud
at least a week before the date of the Summary Inquiry. The letter will specify the alle;
misconduct and state the date, time and place of the Inquiry.

The student mav. but 1s not required, to attend the Inquiry in person. No other person t
the student and the prescribed authority may attend the Summary Inquiry.

. The student may subnut written evidence no later than two days before the day of the

Inqury.

. The prescribed authority will determine one of the following outcomes as a result of tk

Inqury:
(a) declare no action 1s required as the allegation of misconduct 1s not proven.

(b) where the student 1s found to have commutted the alleged misconduct (but the
misconduct does not warrant a Commuttee Inquiry):

* require the student to resubmuit an assessment item or to undertake additional
assessment towards the unit; or

» fail or reduce the student’s mark for the assessment item; or

+ recommend to the Divisional Assessment Board that the student be failed in th
relevant umt; or

¢ order the suspension of the student’s enrolment from the unit for a specified
period or the termunation of the student’s enrolment in the umt; or

» repnimand the student, with a warning that all incidents of academic muscondu
are recorded in the Student Academic Misconduct Register and a second offen
will be treated more seriously.

(c) refer the matter to the Pro Vice-Chancellor of the Division if the prescribed
authority considers the circumstances warrant a Commuttee Inquiry.

(d) In the case of plagianism, the prescribed authority may conclude that the plagian:
was nnintentional (see Appendix). Such a finding should be reflected in the penal
that 15 applied and in the record made m the Academic Misconduct Register.

. The Pro Vice-Chancellor of the Division will refer the matter to the Student Conduct

Committee 1f the seriousness of the offence warrants a Commuttee Inquiry (See clause:
-
24-30.)

[Circumstances which mught warrant such a referral include submitting an assignment
prepared by another student or downloading an entire essay from the mternet ]

. The prescribed authority will notify the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Academic) of upheld cas

of academic misconduct for entering into the Student Academic Misconduct Register:

¢ if the student does not appeal within 14 days of the 1ssuing of the notice on the
outcome of the Summary Inquiry, or
* the matter 1s not considered further under a Commuttee Inquiry.



Canberra University:

Inquiry process

Stage 1: Summary Inquiry

18.

15.

The prescribed authonity, that 1s, the Head of School or nemunee, will write to the student
at least a week before the date of the Summary Inquiry. The letter will specify the alleged
misconduct and state the date. time and place of the Inquiry.

The student may, but is not required, to attend the Inquiry in person. No other person than
the student and the prescribed authorty may attend the Summary Inquury.

. The student may submit written evidence no later than two days before the day of the

Inquury.

. The prescribed authonity will determine one of the following outcomes as a result of the

Inquury:
(a) declare no action 1s required as the allegation of misconduct 1s not proven.

(b) where the student 1s found to have commutted the alleged nusconduct (but the
misconduct does not warrant a Commuttes Incuiry):

+ require the student to resubmit an assessment item or to undertake additional
assessment towards the umit; or

» fal or reduce the student’s mark for the assessment item; or

+ recommend to the Divisional Assessment Board that the student be failed i the
relevant umt: or

+ order the suspension of the student’s enrolment from the vt for a specified
period or the termination of the student’s enrolment 1n the unit; or

+ reprimand the student. with a warning that all incidents of academic musconduct
are recorded in the Student Acadenuc Misconduct Register and a second offence
will be treated more seriously.

(c) refer the matter to the Pro Vice-Chancellor of the Division if the prescribed
authority considers the circumstances warrant a Committee Inquiry.

(d) In the case of plagiarism, the prescribed authority may conclude that the plagianism
was unintentional (see Appendix). Such a finding should be reflected 1 the penalty
that 15 applied and 1n the record made in the Academic Misconduct Register.

. The Pro Vice-Chancellor of the Drvision will refer the matter to the Student Conduct

Commuttee if the seriousness of the offence warrants a Committee Inquary (See clauses
-
24-30)

[Circumstances which nmight warrant such a referral include submitting an assignment
prepared by another student or downloading an entire essay from the internet. ]

. The prescribed authonity will notify the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Academic) of upheld cases

of academic misconduct for entering mto the Student Academic Misconduct Register:
» if the student does not appeal within 14 davs of the 1ssuing of the notice on the

outcome of the Summary Inquiry, or
s the matter 1s not considered further under a Commuttee Inquiry.
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EXAMPLE ONLY: modify to department’s requirements

to be include on all cover sheets

NDATORY:

RMIT

UNIVERSITY

COVER SHEET for SUBMISSION of INDIVIDUAL/
GROUP ASSIGNMENTS

DEPT/SCHOOL.:

Course/Unit Code

Assignment No. Date Due

Dept./School Date Stamp

Course/Unit Name

Lecturer/Teacher Name

Tutor (or Marker’s) Name

STUDENT(S)

Family name Given Name

Student Number

Declaration and Statement of Authorship:

1. I/we hold a copy of this assignment which can be produced if the original is lost/ damaged.

2. This assignment is my/our original work and no part of it has been copied from any other student’s work or from any other source

except where due acknowledgement is made.

3. No part of this assignment has been written for me/us by any other person except where such collaboration has been authorised by

the lecturer/teacher concerned.

4. I/we have not previously submitted this work for this or any other course/unit.
5. I/we give permission for this work to be reproduced, communicated, compared and archived for the purpose of detecting plagiarism.

6.  I/we give permission for a copy of my/our marked work to be retained by the School for review and comparison, including review
by external examiners.

I/we understand that:




7.  Plagiarism is the presentation of the work, idea or creation of another person as though it is your own. It is a form of cheating and is
a very serious academic offence that may lead to expulsion from the University. Plagiarised material can be drawn from, and
presented in, written, graphic and visual form, including electronic data, and oral presentations. Plagiarism occurs when the origin of
the material used is not appropriately cited.

8. Plagiarism includes the act of assisting or allowing another person to plagiarise or to copy my/our work.

Student Signature(s)

1) 2)

3) 4)

5) 6)

Further information relating to the penalties for plagiarism, which range from a notation on your student file to expulsion from the
University, is contained in Regulation 6.1.1 Student Discipline (http://mams.rmit.edu.au/j41b68xx360j1.pdf) and Academic Policy and
Procedures: Plagiarism (http://www.rmit.edu.au/browse:ID=sc98jdzwgdhh1#section2)
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