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Ex1. Judith Butler (1989) argued that gender identity
discourse is intrinsic to the fictions of heterosexual
coherence, and that feminists need to learn to produce
narrative legitimacy for a whole array of non-coherent
genders. (p. 135)

EX2. Adrienne Rich (1980) also theorized compulsory
heterosexuality to be at the root of the oppression of
women. Rich figured ‘the lesbian continuum’ as a potent
metaphor for grounding a new sisterhood. (p. 137)

Ex3. Despite the differences, all the modern feminist
meanings of gender have roots in Simone de Beauvoi’s
claim that ‘one is not born a woman’ (de Beauvoir, 1949;
1952, p. 249)... Gender is a concept developed to
contest the naturalization of sexual difference in
multiple arenas of struggle. (p. 131)

EXx4. Butler could—cautiously—use Strathern’s
ethnographic arguments to illustrate one way to
disperse the coherence gender without losing the power
of agency. (p. 136)
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Ex1. To survive materially where men and women cannot perform the other’s
work and to satisfy deep structures of desire in the sex/gender system in which
men exchange women heterosexuality is obligatory. Obligatory heterosexuality
is therefore central to the oppression of women.

If the sexual property system were reorganized in such
a way that men did not have overriding rights in women
(if there was no exchange of women) and if there were
no gender, the entire Oedipal drama would be a relic, In
short, feminism must call for a revolution in kinship.
(Rubin, 1975, p. 199)

(Haraway, p. 137)

EX2. Audre Lorde put the black lesbian at the heart of her understanding of
the ‘house of difference’:

Being women together was not enough. We were
different. Being gay-girls together was not enough. We
were different. Being Black together was not enough.
We were different. Being Black women together was not
enough. We were different. Being Black dykes together
was not enough. We were different... It was a while
before we came to realize that our place was the very
house of difference rather than the security of any one
particular difference.’ (Lorde, 1982, p. 226)

This concept of difference grounded much US multi-cultural feminist theorizing
on gender in the late 1980s. (p. 139)
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EX. Haraway’s (1985) ‘Manifesto for Cyborgs’ (see this
volume, pp. 149-81) developed similar arguments in
order to explore Marxist-feminist politics addressed to
women’s positioning in multi-national science- and
technology-mediated social, cultural, and technical
systems.
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Note:

1. arfEE &2 7 Adrienne Rich (1980) ~ Carby (1987) ~ Donna Haraway (1985) -
Gayle Rubin (1975) ~ Gilligan (1982) ~ Iris Young (1981) - Judith Butler
(1989) ~ MacKinnon (1982) - Monique Witting (1981) ~ Nancy Chodorow
(1978) ~ Nancy Hartsock (1983) ~ Sandra ~ Harding (1983) - Strathern (1988)
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