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Stigma remains a barrier to health care for sex workers. Prejudice and discrimination
occur within hedthcare settings where sex workers experience degrading and
humiliating treetment from some hedth care workers.

We demand that al health care workers treat us with respect and dignity and that our
complaints of discriminatory trestment are taken serioudly.

In furtherance of the hedlth and well-being of al sex workers we demand our
governments provide:

- access to hedth services for al migrant sex workers
- access to needle exchange and drug treatment options for dependent drug users

- access to treatment options for all people living with HIV, without which many may
die unnecessarily.

- access to trangitiona trestment options for transgender persons

HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus

Registration and mandatory testing

Regigration and mandatory testing of sex workers has no preventative value,

particularly while there is no requirement for clientsto be tested. Where mandatory
testing gtill exists one of the consequences is that clients assume sex workers are
“hedthy’ and resist the need to use condoms as they do not see themsdlves as a threet to
the sex worker.

Regigration and mandatory sexud hedth and HIV testing are aviolation of sex
workers human rights and reinforce the stigmatisation of sex workers as athreet to
public health and promotes the stereotypicd view that only they can tranamit infections



to clients.
We demand an end to registration and mandatory testing.

Entitlement to travel, migration, asylum

The lack of possibilities to migrate put our integrity and health in danger. We demand
that sex workers be free to travel within and across countries and to migrate, without
discrimination based on our work.

We demand the right to asylum for sex workers who are subjected to state and/or
community violence on the basis of sdlling sexud services

We demand the right to asylum for anyone denied human rights on the basis of a
“caimeof gaus” beit sex work, hedth status, gender or sexud orientation.

OUR LABOUR

Our bodies and minds are an individual economic resource for many people in many
different forms. All forms of sex work are equally valid, including dancing, stripping,
Street or indoor progtitution, escorting, phone sex or performing in pornography.

For some remunerated sex remains part of their private sphere, as such they operate
out Sde the labour market.

For many others sex becomes work, while some work independently, others work
collectively and many are ‘ employed’ by third parties. For them it is an income
generaing activity and must be recognised as labour.



Alienation, exploitation, abuse and coercion do exist in the sex industry, as in any
other industry sector, but it does not define us or our industry. However limits are
placed when the labour within an industry is formally recognised, accepted by society
a large and supported by trade unions. When labour rights are extended it enables
workers to use labour regulations to report abuses and organise against unacceptable
working conditions and excessve exploitation.

The lack of recognition of sex work as labour and the criminalisation of activities
within and around the sex industry results in sex workers being treated like criminals,
even if they do not break any laws. Such treatments alienate us from the rest of
society and reduce our ability to control our work and our lives. It creates greater
possibilities for uncontrolled exploitation, abuse and coercion - unacceptable working
hours, unsanitary working conditions, unfair division of income and unreasonable
restrictions on freedom of movement - certain groups of sex workers such as migrants
are disproportionately affected by unacceptable working conditions.

We demand the recognition of our right to the protection of legidation that ensures
just and favourable conditions of work, remuneration and protection against
unemployment.

We demand that sex work is recognised as gainful employment, enabling migrants to
apply for work and residence permits and that both documented and undocumented
migrants be entitled to full labour rights.

We demand the creation of a European Commission Ombudsman to oversee nationd
legidation on the sex industry. This can be anewly created post or be made part of an
exiging role,



Professional and personal development
We assert our right to join and form unions.

We as sex workers require the same possibilities for professional development as
other workers. We demand the right to be able to develop vocational training and
advice services, including support to establish our own business and work

independently.

We demand that our governments take our health and safety seriously and promote
safe working environments in which violence and abuse will not be tolerated. To this
end we urge governments to establish emergency telephone advice lines through
which sex workers can seek advice and report abuses anonymoudly.



