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Gay couples challenge Conn. marriage law

?
— |

Cara Rubinsky, Associated Press( )
Tuesday, March 21, 2006 / 04:19 PM

NEW HAVEN, Conn. -- A lawyer for eight gay couples argued in court Tuesday that
Connecticut's marriage lawsillegdly cresate a separate class of people based on sexud
orientation.

The couples, with the help of the Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders, sued in
2004 in an attempt to overturn the state's ban on gay marriage.

Last year, Connecticut approved civil unions for gay couples, which gives them
nearly identica legd rightsto heterosexud married couples, but aso defined marriage
as exigting only between a man and awoman.

That law "is hothing less than the government's announcement that these are
second-class citizens,” Ben Klein, asenior attorney for Gay and Leshian Advocates
and Defenders, told Superior Court Judge Patty Jenkins Pittman.

BenKlein Patty
Jenkins Pittman

The legd group used a smilar argument in Massachusetts, where gay marriage
became legd after a 2003 state Supreme Judicid Court ruling, and smilar lawsuits
are pending in other gates. In January, a Batimore judge ruled that alaw against gay
marriage violates the Maryland Condtitution's guarantee of equal rights.

Connecticut Assistant Attorney Generd Jane Rosenberg defended the laws Tuesday,
arguing thet thereis no fundamentd right to marry.

She said it was reasonable for the Sate to creete civil unionsto give gay couplesthe
legd rights of marriage while aso deding with adminidrative issues, such asfederd
Medicaid and Medicare programs, which do not recognize gay marriage.

Fittman asked Rosenberg if Connecticut's law preventing same-sex couples from
marrying is any different from a Virginialaw that prevented interracia couples from
marrying until it was declared uncongtitutiond.
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Rosenberg responded that race is not an essentia part of marriage but that gender is.
Thejudge did not immediately rule.

Jeffrey Busch of Wilton attended Tuesday's hearing with partner Stephen Davis and
son Hlijah.

"I'm pretty hopeful and optimigtic,” he said. " Connecticut has done so much to dlow

usto be afamily. | believe the courts will correct thisinjustice of not alowing usto
mary."

The Family Indtitute of Connecticut, which opposes gay marriage, has asked to
intervene in the case, claming the state attorney generd's office is not vigoroudy
defending Connecticut's marriage laws. The state Supreme Court has not ruled on
whether that group may become part of the case.
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New AlDS drugs may help prevention

Marilynn Marchione, Associated Presy( )
Tuesday, March 28, 2006 / 09:43 AM

ATLANTA -- Twenty-five years after the first AIDS cases jolted the world, scientists
think they soon may have apill that people could take to keep from getting the virus
that causesthe globd killer.
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Two drugs aready used to trest HIV infection have shown such promise at preventing
it in monkeys thet officias last week said they would expand early testsin hedlthy
high-risk men and women around the world.

(Human Immunodeficiency
Virus )

"Thisisthefirg thing I've seen at this point thet | think redlly could have a prevention
impact," said Thomas Folks, afedera scientist Since the earliest days of AIDS. "If it
works, it could be distributed quickly and could blunt the epidemic.”

(Thomas Falks)

Condoms and counsdling aone have not been enough -- HIV spreads to 10 people
every minute, 5 million every year. A vaccine remains the best hope but noneisin
gght.

10 5

If larger tests show the drugs work, they could be given to people at highest risk of
HIV -- from gay men in American cities to women in Africawho catch the virus from
their partners.

People like Matthew Bdll, a 32-year-old hotdl manager in San Francisco who
volunteered for a safety study of one of the drugs.

32 (San Francisco)
(Matthew Bdll)

"As much as | want to make the right choices dl of thetime, that's not the redlity of
it," he said of practicing safe sex. "If | thought there was afdlback parachute, a
preventative, | would definitely want to add that."




Some fear that this could make thingsworse.

"I've had people make comments to me, 'Aren't you just making the world safer for
unsafe sax?" said Dr. Lynn Paxton, team leader for the project at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

(Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention)
(Dr. Lynn Paxton)

The drugs would only be given to people dong with counsding and condoms, and
regular testing to make sure they haven't become infected. Hedth offidas dso think
the strateqy has potentia for more people than just gay men, though they don't intend
to giveit "to housawivesin Peoria,” as Paxton putsit.

Some uninfected gay men dready are getting the drugs from friends with AIDS or
doctors willing to prescribe them to patients who admit not using condoms. Thiskind
of use could lead to drug resstance and is one reason officias are rushing to expand
Sudies.

"We need information about whether this gpproach is safe and effective’ before
recommending it, said Dr. Susan Buchbinder, who leads one study in San Francisco.

Dr. Susan Buchbinder

The drugs are tenofovir (Viread) and emtricitabine, or FTC (Emtriva), sold in
combination as Truvada by Gilead Sciences Inc., a Cdifornia company best known
for inventing Tamiflu, a drug showing promise againg bird flu.

(tenofovir) ( Viread) emtricitabing( FTC
Emtriva) (Tamiflu)
Truvada

Unlike vaccines, which work through the immune system -- the very thing HIV
destroys -- AIDS drugs smply keep the virus from reproducing. They areedy are



used to prevent infection in health care workers accidentally exposed to HIV, and in
babies whose pregnant mothers recelve them.

Taking them daily or weekly before exposure to the virus -- the time frame in't
known yet -- may keep it from taking hold, just as taking maariadrugs in advance
can prevent that disease when someone s bitten by an infected mosquito, scientists
believe.

Monkeys suggest they areright.

Specificdly, six macagues were given the drugs and then chalenged with a deadly
combination of monkey and human AIDS viruses, administered in rectd dosesto
imitate how the germ spreads in gay men.

Despite 14 weekly blagts of the virus, none of the monkeys became infected. All but
one of another group of monkeysthat didn't get the drugs did, typicaly after two
EXPOSUres.

"Seaing complete protection is very promising,” and something never before achieved
in HIV prevention experiments, said Walid Heneine, a CDC scientist working on the

study.

(Centersfor Disease Control)
(Walid Heneine)

What hgppened next, when scientists quit giving the drugs, was equdly exciting.

"We wanted to see, was the drug holding the virus down so we didn't detect it," or
wasit truly preventing infection, said Folks, head of the CDC's HIV research lab. It
turned out to be the latter. "We're now four months following the animals with no
drug, no virus. They're uninfected and hedlthy."



Y ears of previous monkey studies using tenofovir done had shown partia protection.
The scientists thought to add the second drug, FTC, when Gilead's combination pill,
Truvada, came on the market |ast year.

tenofovir
FTC
Truvada

The results, announced at a scientific meeting last month in Denver, so eectrified the
field that private and government funders dike have been looking at ways to expand
human tegting.

(Denver)

"Thisis an gpproach we've condgdered for along, long time," but didn't try sooner
because AIDS drugs had side effects and risks unacceptable for uninfected people,
sad Dr. Mary Fanning, director of prevention research at the Nationd Ingtitute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases.

(Nationa Indtitute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases)
Mary Fanning

Tenofovir changed that when it came on the market in 2001. It is potent, safe, Saysin
the bloodstream long enough that it can be taken just once aday, doesn't interact with
other medicines or birth control pills, and spurs less drug resistance than other AIDS
medications.

Tenofovir 2001

The CDC last year launched $19 million worth of sudies of it in drug usersin
Thailand, heterosexuad men and women in Botswana, and gay men in Atlantaand San
Francisco. A third U.S. city, not yet identified, will be added, CDC announced last
week.

1900



Because of the exciting new monkey results, the Botswana study now will be
switched to the drug combination; the others are well under way with tenofovir done.

tenofovir

Farthest dong isastudy of 400 heterosexud women in Ghana by Family Hedth
Initigtive. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation funded it and others in Cambodia,
Nigeria, Cameroon and Madawi, but the rest were doomed by rumors, including fears
that scientists wanted to deliberately expose people to HIV or that study participants
who got infected might not have access to treatment. In other cases, activists
demanded better hedlth care or clean needles for drug users as a condition for
alowing the studies to proceed.

(Family
Hedth Initiative) 400
(Bill & Médinda Gates Foundation)

Such problems are "part of the HIV prevention landscape” in many foreign countries,
sad Dr. Helene Gayle, who formerly oversaw AIDS research for the Gates
Foundation.

(Dr. Hlene
Gayl)

Expense dso could limit use of the drugs. Gilead donated them for the studies and
sdlsthem in poor countries a cost -- 57 cents a pill for tenofovir and 87 cents for
Truvada, the combination drug. That's more than the cost of condoms, available for
pennies and donated by the truckload in Africa, but often unused.

tenofovir 57 Truvada 87

In the United States, wholesale costs are $417 for a month of tenofovir and $650 for
Truvada.

tenofovir 417 Truvada
650

Still, hedth officids are hopeful the drugs could fill an important gap.




The Nationd Inditutes of Hedlth is starting atenofovir sudy in 1,400 gay menin
Peru. Private and government funders are consdering others. Tenofovir so isbeing
tested in microbicide gels that women could use vagindly to try to prevent catching
HIV.

(Nationd Indtitutes of Hedlth) 1400
tenofovir tenofovir

"If yourein an areawhere therés arealy high HIV incidence, something that's even
40 percent effective could have a huge impact,” Paxton said.
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And in the Atlanta labs where Heneine, Folks and others are till minding the
monkeys, "the level of enthusaam is pretty high," Heneine sad. "Thisis very
promising. For usto beinvolved in a potentid solution to the big HIV crissand
pandemic is very exciting.”

L esbian suesover military discharge

Christopher Curtis, PlanetOut Network
Friday, April 14, 2006 / 12:37 PM

The American Civil Liberties Union is suing the U.S. Air Force Reserves to chalenge
the discharge of a decorated flight nurse who had been in alesbian relaionship for
severd years.

(The American Civil Union) (Air Force
Reserves)

The ACLU sued Wednesday in Sesttle's U.S. Didtrict Court to bar Mg. Margaret
Witt's discharge based on the Supreme Court's 2003 Lawrence v. Texas decision,
which struck down laws prohibiting consensua sex between adults of the same
gender.

(ACLU) 2003
(Lawrencev. Texas)
(Mg. Margaret Witt)



"Our basic legd theory isthat Mg. Witt is being discharged from the Air Force for
doing something that she has a condtitutiona right to do,” ACLU daff attorney Aaron
Caplan told the News Tribune of Tacoma, Wash.

(Aron Caplan) (the
News Tribune of Tacoma, Wash)

"Thisis one of the few [cases| that have been filed after the Lawrencev. Texas
decison,” said Steve Ralls, spokesman for the Servicemembers Legd Defense
Network, which advocates ending the Pentagon's "don't ask, don't tell" policy on gays
in military sarvice. Ralls bdieves thisis the firgt time this particular court has heard a
chalengeto "don't ask, don't tell" since Lawrence v. Texas was decided.

(Servicemembers Legd Defense Network)
(Lawrencev. Texas)

The military's investigation into Witt's persond life, Ralls said, began with atip that
would have a"difficult time sustaining atest of credibility in court,” which hesad is
crucid to asuccessful "don't ask, don't tell” discharge.

Witt was in a committed relationship with afemale civilian from 1997 to 2003.
1997 2003

Shejoined the Air Forcein 1986 and earned severd honors while serving in the
Persan Gulf, including the Air Force Commendation Medd for saving the life of a
Department of Defense employee.

1986

"l just want to do my job," Witt told the News Tribune. "I want to be out there with
my military family, for the soldiers who need me. It'skind of awaste of anurse right
now."

Gay Iraqisface death threats, kidnapping



Larry Buhl, PlanetOut Network
Friday, April 21, 2006 / 10:24 AM

While Seddam Hussein isno longer athreset in Irag, the LGBT population there ill
endures repression, including an increased threat of kidnappings and murder,
according to severd news reports.

(Saddam Hussain)

Although most killings and bloodshed unleashed in Irag can betied to sectarian
tensons and the anti-U.S. insurgency, death squads are targeting some Iraqgis for their
sexud orientation, according to the Integrated Regiond Information Networks
(IRIN) , anews sarvice affiliated with the U.N. Office for the Coordination of
Humeanitarian Affars.

(the U.N. Office for the Coordination of
Humeanitarian Affairs) (Integrated Regiona
Information Networks)

The report said gay Iraqgis are targeted for kidnapping "for reasons other than ransom
money" and that "members of Irag's smal gay community had recelved more than 70
threats from kidnappersin the past two months, while 12 have been killed.”

70 12

Rainbow for Life, an Iragi gay group, has blamed the killing spree on the Badr Corps,
the military am of the Iranian-backed Supreme Council of the ISamic Revolution in
Iraq, the country's most powerful Shiite group. A Rainbow spokesman told IRIN,
"We know for certain that those killed were targeted because of their sexud
preferences.”

(Rainbow for Life)
(Badr Corps)
(Supreme Council of the IsSlamic Revolution in Iraq)

Homaosexudlity is congdered snful in Idamic countries, but an anti-gay edict issued
by the revered Shiite Mudim leader Grand Ayatallah Ali Sistani in October has
unleashed what amounts to a pogrom againgt gays and leshbians, according to accounts

by gay Iragis.

(Grand Ayatollzh Ali Sistani)

A Web ste published in the Iranian city of Qom in the name of Sistani says, "Those
who commit sodomy must be killed in the harshest way." Degth squads have



reportedly used this fatwa to launch a systematic campaign of kidnapping and murder
agang gays.

(Qom)

A representative of Sistani, Seyed Kashmiri, has denied the systematic murder of gays
and leshians. "Homosexuds and lesbians are not killed for practicing their
indinations for thefirg time," Kashmiri told the BBC viae-mail. "There are certain
conditions drawn out by jurists before this punishment can be implemented, which is
perhaps smilar to the punishment meted out by other heavenly religions.”

(Seyed Kashmiri)
(BBC)

But the IRIN report reinforces earlier reports from fearful Iragi gays such as Ali Hili,
33, who fled to the United Kingdom six months ago.

33 (Ali Hili)

"The Badr Corpswas killing gay people even before the Ayatollah's fatwa, but
Sigtani's murderous homophobic incitement has given agreen light to dl Shia
Mudimsto hunt and kill lesbians and gay men,” Hili told Doug Irdland of Gay City
Newsin New York.

(Gay City Newsin New Y ork) (Doug Irdand)
(Ayatollah)

Badr militants, he said, use severa methods to identify gay men, including entrgpping
them via Internet chat rooms. Unmarried males over 30 are suspect, as are effeminate
men.

30

The unabated and apparently increasing threats againgt gays are not surprising,
according to Paula Ettelbrick, executive director of the Internationa Gay and Lesbian
Humean Rights Commisson.

(Internationd Gay and Leshian Human
Rights Commission) (Paula Ettelbrick)

"In the context of war, especidly a chaotic war, there isthe inevitable targeting of
margina groups,” Ettelbrick told the PlanetOut Network. "Thereis afree-roaming
sense of violence and amob mentality."”



(PlanetOut Network)

Ettelbrick sad her organization has seen smilar sexud cleansang campaigns launched
in Africa, sanctioned by openly homophobic rdigious and palitical leeders. "These
(homophohic) leaders give cover to violence aready happening and give officid
support to the violence. They create an atmaosphere of impunity.”

Amnesty Internationd told PlanetOut that it is conducting additiond research on the
death squads and plans to work with the U.N. in pressuring the Iragi government as
well as Sgtani to stop the thredts.

(Amnesty International)
(U.N))

"The Iragi government is not sanctioning the desth squads, but it has the
respongbility for protecting citizens and taking actions to addressthisissue," Miched
Heflin, director of Amnesty's LGBT OutFront program, told the PlanetOut Network.

LGBT (Amnesty'sLGBT
OutFront program) (Miched Heflin)

Ettelbrick said the U.S. government and military have an obligation to quell violence
agang gays, but have so far been unwilling or unable to do so.



