ltisa
wise father that knows his own child.

" red thing’
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Commercia Closet



'‘Gay people'almost invisible' on BBC flagship channels - findingsfrom major
new resear ch by Stonewall

» BBC
2006/3/11 Trista Su

Gay people are dmogt invisible on the BBC's flagship channels, according to new
research commissioned by Stonewdll, in spite of contributing £190 million ayear to
the BBCin TV licence fees.

Stonewdl

BBC
BBC

A mgor monitoring exercise carried out for Stonewall of 168 hours of prime-time
BBC One and BBC Two found leshian and gay lives redigticaly portrayed for just

gx minutes, or 0.06 per cent of artime. A further 32 minutes of programming

featured derogatory or offensive references to gay people. These came from arange of
programmes including the Weakest Link, hosted by Anne Robinson, and The Lenny
Henry Show.

BBCone BBCtwo 168
168 0.06%
32
the Weakest Link

The Lenny Henry Show BBC

"The stark conclusion of this major exercise isthat gay licence-payers receive
agtonishingly poor vaue from the BBC," says Stonewal| chief executive Ben
Summerskill. "At atime when the BBC is seeking renewd of its Charter, it's difficult
to argue that 1.5 million households should be expected to continue making such a
subgtantia contribution to channels on which their red lives are hardly reflected, and
which are often punctuated with derisive and demeaning depictions of them.”

Ben Summerkill
BBC BBC
150
BBC

Tuned Out, carried out by Stonewall and researchers from the University of Leeds,
found

1. Even when they feature on BBC One and BBC Two, gay lives are five times more
likely to be portrayed negatively than postively.

2. Leshianshardly feature in BBC programming at dl



3. Morethan 50 per cent of al referencesto gay people on the BBC were asjokes

4. Gay peopleliving in stable relationships with partners and families are invisble
on the BBC - most of the images used are clichés and sereotypes

5. Leshian and gay issues are rarely tackled or even mentioned in factua
programmes

6. Gay sexudity isfrequently used as an insult, with dmost no evidence of the BBC
chdlenging homophobiawhen it arises

Tuned Out

2. BBC

4. BBC

6. BBC

Focus groups of both gay and heterosexual people told researchers they wanted to see
increased and better representation of gay people on screen, and better value for
money for lesbian and gay licence-fee payers. The BBC was singled out by focus
group participants as the least successful broadcaster at capturing the redlities of gay
lives. "If you put the BBC againgt Channdl 4, it's just like the caveman,” said one
interviewee from London.

BBC
BBC Channel 4 BBC
BBC

Gay innuendo was broadcast across awide range of programmes in spite of BBC
editorid guiddineswhich explicitly require saff to avoid "offensve or Sereotypica
assumptions'.

BBC

"The BBC has made strenuous efforts in the lagt five years to serve minority ethnic
viewers more effectively,” says Ben Summerskill. "Gay people are forced to pay the
BBC £126.50 ayear on pain of imprisonment if they fall. We hope that the BBC will
now develop for thefirg time asmilar sense of obligation to lesbian and gay
licence-payers.”



BBC
126.5 BBC BBC

The report suggests elght key recommendations to the BBC. These include provison
of urgently-needed "baanced and unsensationd™ coverage in its news and current
afairs programmes, developing authentic gay characters throughout drama and soap
outputs and including Sx per cent of gay contestants in game shows, reflecting the
wider British population.

BBC

6 %

TV license fees TV license fee
BBC

BBC One BBC Two

http://mww.stonewall.org.uk/media/current releases/1267.ap

Dutch migrants-to-be must watch gay kiss

4
2006/3/19 Trista Su

Potentid immigrants to the Netherlands will soon have to watch afilm that indudes a
scene of two men kissing in a park.

Thefilm, which highlights many libera qudities of the country, is part of anew test
that is causing controversy, especiadly among Mudims and non-\Westerners.
Applicants for immigration can watch the Dutch-languagefilm -- to be released
Wednesday -- and then take a 15-question test on language and culture of Holland.
Those who pass the exam will be required to complete two citizenship tests during the
next five years, The Times of London reported.



"It redlly isaprovocation amed to limit immigration,” Abdou Menebhi, director of an
immigration-services group, told The Times. "They are trying to find every pretext to
show that people should not come to the Netherlands because they are fundamentaist
or not emancipated.”

Ayaan Hird Ali

Emcemo Abdou Menebhi

)

The test, reportedly the first of its kind in the world, is the latest example of the
Netherlands attempts to crack down on immigration.

Last month, Dutch immigration minister Rita Verdonk -- nicknamed "lron Rita" --
announced plansto cancd a Sx-month reprieve on deporting gay and lesbian Iranian
asylum-seekers.

Rita VVerdonk

In 2004 Theo van Gogh, a filmmaker who explored violence against women in
Idamic societies, was murdered by a man with reported ties to aterrorist group.
Severd Mudim extremists were arrested in connection with the incident. The murder
gparked a nationd debate about preserving Dutch culture in the face of arisng
Mudim population.

2004

Two years earlier, gay politician Pim Fortuyn, who became popular with votersin
part because of his anti-immigration platform, was assassnated by a man who
clamed Fortuyn was athresat to "vulnerable members of society.”

Pim Fortuyn

Commenting on the new test on the QandO Blog, Bruce McQuain wrote, "The Dutch,
probably the most liberd and tolerant [people] in the world, are saying that this sort of
toleration isan integral part of their culture and those who can't or won't share it aren't
welcome."”



Bruce McQuan QandO

http:/Amww.planetout.com/newd/arti cle.html 22006/03/13/3

Quebec bishopsto dialogue with 19 priests about homosexuality
» 19

2006/3/31 Trista Su

TROIS-RIVIERES, Quebec (CNS) -- Quebec's bishops said they want to maintain a
spirit of unity asthey enter into dialogue with 19 Quebec priests who published a

letter of dissent on homosexudity. The priests letter, which has drawn internationa
attention, appeared in the Feb. 26 issue of Montred's largest newspaper, La Presse. It
sharply criticized the Catholic Church regarding its teaching on homaosexudlity.

2 26 LaPresse 19

19

In particular, the letter criticized the Canadian bishops statement on same-sex
marriage and the recent Vatican document that dedl's with the admission of
homosexua candidates to the seminary. It also questioned the church teaching that
homaosexud acts are immora and said the church must evolve in its position on these
iSsues.

Cardind Oudllet, Cardind Jean+ Claude Turcotte of Montred and Bishop Gilles
Cazabon of Saint-Jerome, president of the Assembly of Quebec Catholic Bishops,
spoke at aMarch 9 press conference in Trois-Rivieres, during the Quebec bishops
four-day semi-annud meeting in neighboring Cap-de-la-Maddene.

Cardinal Marc Ouellet
Cardina Jean-Claude Turcotte
Gilles Cazabon 3 9



The priests letter "putsits finger on awound in our society, acomplex problem, to
which we mugt give atention. Thereisalarger cdl for adidogue about this
phenomenon of homosexudity and, on this point, we welcome thisinvitation to
reflection and to didogue,” said Cardina Marc Ouellet of Quebec City. The
ggnatories come from five dioceses in Quebec province. They will meet with their
own bishops in the coming weeks.

19

19

Cardina Turcotte told journdigts that dissent within the church is not unusual. Many
of the issuesin the letter had been raised at a two-day meeting he had with his priests
nearly two years ago, he said, adding that plans for another meeting were aready in
the works. He dso downplayed the hype over the issue generated in the media,
pointing out thet it created "a confrontationa dynamic.” "Different opinionsin the
church are very common,” he said. "So | don't think we should attach undue
importance to this event, asif we were facing aschism.” I’ m looking forward to
gpesking with these priests” he said. Later, he told reporters: "I have friends among
that list of priegts. If they wanted to contact me, al they had to do was cdl me, and we
would have met. But they prepared something and they addressed it to the media
Now it becomes amore difficult exchange.”

19

During the press conference, Cardina Turcotte strongly defended the teachings of the
church and itsrole of proclaiming the Gospel to society. The church welcomes and
ministers to homosexuals, but it cannot bless behaviors that contradict the Gospd, he
sad. "The same gpplies to heterosexuas,”" he added. People must be accepted
unconditiondly, he said. "However, homaosexudity has behaviors, as does
heterosexudity, that gppear not to be in conformity with our understanding of the
Gospe and our mission of preaching the Gospd,” he said. "Even though we accept
people and we welcome them, not dl of their actions can be welcomed,” he said. "Ina
way, it'salittle naive to think that just because we welcome the person, we won't
question what this person does.” The Gospd consdts of very beautiful teachings, but
aso conggts of very demanding teachings. It isthe role of the church and it istherole
of the bishops to highlight these teachings, even if it isn't dways pleesing,” he said.



Cardina Ouellet defended the church's teaching on same-sex marriage, saying that it
is derived from Scripture. He affirmed that the church must remain faithful to the
message of the Gospel and could not bless same-sex marriages. At the sametime, he
sad, this does not mean that the church is againg homosexuds. He said he
understood that homaosexuds may have difficulty with the modd of the nuclear

family.

The Quebec bishops will be in Rome for regularly scheduled visits May 1-15.
Cardind Turcotte said the bishops will report the issues that have been raised in the
letter during their vigt.

5 15

http://mwww.catholi cnews.com/data/stories/cns/0601507.htm

Jamaican extricated from anti-gay mob
»
2006/4/19 TrigaSu

A young Jamaican man isin police custody after being targeted in an anti-gay attack
a the Univergty of West Indies campus.

The man, whose name has not been released, dlegedly approached a student Tuesday
evening on campus and made sexud advances. A group of students gathered and
began attacking the man, and reportedly chased and hurled rocks at him.



4 4 University of West
Indies

The Jamaican publication The Dally Gleaner reported it was feared that the group
would have killed the man if the police had not intervened. The students outnumbered
the security officers.

The Dally Gleaner

"What happened was not a reasoned protest against what they consider deviant
homosexua behavior, but rather so violent an overreaction that the police in riot gear
had difficulty controlling the mob," the Gleaner wrote Thursday in an editorid
condemning the incident.

6

The palice finaly gpprehended the man and escorted him from campus. The
22-year-old was charged with "being in arestricted area," the Jamaica Star reported
Wednesday.

the Jamaica
Star 22

In January, JFLAG, one of Jamaicas few gay rights groups, said that another man was
chased by amab in the city of Kingston because they thought he was gay. Fearful of a
besting, the victim gpparently jumped into the water, where he drowned.

Jamaica Forum for Leshians,

All-Sexuds and Gays JFLAG

The incidents follow the murder of agay AIDS activigt, Lenford "Steve' Harvey, who
was killed on the eve of World AIDS Day, aswdll as reports of countless beatings
based on a perception of homosexudity.

Lenford Steve Harvey

2004

Human Rights Watch

HRW




http:/Aww.planetout.com/news/article.html 22006/04/06/4

Chryder car ad's'fairy' man drawsire of gay advocates
»
2006/4/19 Trista Su

DamlerChryder AG's Chryder Group introduced the "Anything but cute’ ad
campaign last month to promote the new Dodge Caliber compact car, amed a young
buyers. Some gay rights advocates are raising questions about a new Chryder
commercid that features afairy who uses her wand to turn atough-looking guy with a
big dog into a pastel-clad man walking four small dogs on pink leashes.

anything but cute Dodge
Cdiber
One of five adsis"Too tough,” a 30-second spot that features the fairy. It was created
by the Detroit office of BBDO Worldwide, part of Omnicom Group Inc.  Gay

advocates say the transformed male character has stereotypicaly gay characteristics
and note that "fairy” is a derogatory term for a homosexua man.

Dodge Caliber
Dodge Caliber

Omnicom Group Inc. BBDO

fary
Chryder said it has had an average number of complaints about the ad. It said the man
is not intended to be gay and said the ads will keep airing.  "We're kind of surprised

that people are making a conclusion about someone's sexua orientation based on the
clothes they're wearing,” said company spokeswoman Suraya Bliss.

SurayaBliss

"This guy looks pretty gay to me" said Jeffrey Montgomery, executive director of the
Detroit-based Triangle Foundation. The group promotes rights for gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender people.  "I'm willing to believe they didn't intend it to be a



gay man, but | don't believe they're shocked someone would draw that conclusion,”
Mr. Montgomery told the Detroit Free Press for a story yesterday.

The Internet-based Commercia Closet, which monitors marketing tactics that could
be offensve to gays and lesbians, was more criticd of thead. "It directly finds
humour with the term fairy, referring not just to the type that flies around with a
magic wand, but aso the universally recognizable gay stereotype of an effeminate gay
man," it said in an ontline review of the ad.

Commercial Closet

(http:/Amnww.commercia closet.org/cgi- bin/iowalportrayal s.html 2record=2850)

http:/mww.thegl obeandmail .convserviet/story/L AC.20060407.RTICK CHRY SO7/TPS
tory/Business

'L esbian-Baiting' Coach Receives Slap On Wrist
»
2006/4/21Trista Su

(State College, Pennsylvania) An investigation into Penn State's women's basketball
coach Rene Portland has found that she violated the university's diversity policy by
cresting a hogtile environment for a player she perceived to be alesbian.

Rene Portland

The results of the probe were announced Tuesday by Penn State president Graham
Spanier who said Portland has been given a letter of reprimand that will become a
permanent part of her officid personnd file, but no further immediate action againgt



her is planned. Spanier said that the letter informed Portland that should there be any
future ingtance of so-cdled leshianbaiting, she would be fired as coach.

Graham Spanier 4 18

The investigation into Portland began after Jennifer Harris, a6 foot guard played on

Penn State's Lady Lions basketball team from 2003 to 2005 filed afederd lawsuit

charging Portland with violating numerous federal and state laws and the Constitution.
The suit dso named the university and Athletic Director Tim Curley, and Penn State

as defendants.

2003-2005 Lady Lions
Jennifer Harris
Tim Curley

Harris dleges that Portland repeatedly questioned her about her sexud orientation,
repeatedly threatened to kick Harris off the team if she found out Harris was a leshian,
and eventualy told other players not to associate with Harris because she believed
that Harris was gay.

In 2005, Coach Portland abruptly told Harris to find somewhere else to play. Harris
transferred to James Madison University.

2005
James Madison University

Harris, who is not gay, is represented by the National Center for Lesbian Rights.
"Given the damage done by Penn State and the persond sacrifice of Jennifer Harris,
the consequences faced by Rene Portland are insulting and inadequate,” said Kate
Kendell, Executive Director of the NCLR. Harris was a so disappointed by Spanier's
satement. "Penn State did not take the allegations serioudy and does not appear
interested in solving the underlying problem,” she said in a Satement.

National Center for
Leshian Rights NCLR NCLR
Kate Kenddll

After Harris and the NCLR filed the suit two other former players on Penn State's
women's basketbal | team have come forward to accuse Portland of making
disparaging comments about leshians.



NCLR

In his statement Tuesday Spanier said that Portland must participate in adiversty
program but he regjected a recommendation from investigators that she receive a
one-game suspension. Ingtead he isimposing a $10,000 fine on her.

18

In addition, for the next three years players leaving the team will be interviewed by
the Office of Affirmative Action and dl incoming playerswill receive diversity
training.

Office of Affirmative Action

The NCLR said it would go forward with court ordered mediation in the federd uit,
scheduled for mid-May. "But we do not hold out much hope for a negotiated
resolution at this stage given Penn State’ s anemic response and Coach Portland’ s
continued denias and failure to acknowledge that her discriminatory and unlawful
behavior needs to change.”

NCLR

At anews conference, Portland read from a statement in which she said she disagreed
with the ruling and that the conclusions were flawed. She said would return as Penn
State coach next season, but declined to answer any questions.

http://365gay.com/Newscon06/04/041806portland.htm

Netherlands To Allow Gay Couples To Adopt Foreign Children

4

2006/5/7 Trista Su



(The Hague) The Dutch government announced Wednesday it will bring in legidation
to dlow same-sex couples to adopt children abroad.

5 3

The Netherlands became the first country in the world in 2001 to legdize gay
marriage. The legidation dlowed same-sex couples to co-parent the biologica
children of either partner and to adopt children born in the country but expresdy
forbade foreign adoptions.

2001

The provison was put in to avoid an internationa storm over the marriage law.

On Wednesday Justice Minister Piet Heln Donner said that the restriction treated
many same-sex couples unfairly because a number of countries now permit gay
couplesto adopt and the Netherlands has only a small number of children available
for adoption.

Piet Hein Donner

Donner dso noted that many gay and leshian couples already are adopting abroad,
using aloophole in Dutch law which dlows single people to adopt.

Thelegidation must be approved by Parliament. No date for a vote has been .

The Netherlands reached the five year milestone in same-sex marriage last month.
Since then the quest for same-sex marriage has spread around the globe. Belgium
became the second country to legalize same-sex marriage in 2003. Spain and Canada
followed last year.

2003

This December South Africais expected to become the fifth country following a court
ruling last year that gave the government 12 months to amend its marriage law.  In
the United State only Massachusetts permits gay and lesbian couples to wed.



http://www.365gay.com/Newscon06/05/050306dutad.htm

Scottish Schools To Teach Gay Sex Ed

»
2006/5/23 Trista Su

Gay sex ed isto be taught in Scottish schools during health |essons a Scottish
newspaper reported on Sunday .

5 21

Scotland on Sunday reports that the current sex education guiddines will be expanded
because they are "heterosexist”. Lessons will include safe sex, where to get peer
counsdling and same-sex relationships.

Scotland on Sunday

It will bethefirs mgor overhaul of sex education in Scotland since reped of a
Thatcher eralaw that banned any discussion of homaosexudity in schools. The paper
reports that the government set the curriculum with the help of LGBT hedth and civil
rights groups. Teacherswill then be ingtructed on how to teach the subject.

LGBT

The paper said that the government hopes to have the program in place for the start of
the next school year which beginsin August.

A spokesperson for Health Scotland told the paper that teachers had asked for
direction. "Teachers fdt they didn't know what to say about same-sex relationships.
They fdt uncomfortable and wanted to be appropriate without being offensive,” said
spokesperson Shirley Fraser.



Health Scotland Shirley Fraser

The plan has the support of the Scottish Parent Teacher Council.  "If we don't give
young people the right information, they will just get the wrong informetion,” sad
spokesperson Eleanor Coner. " They will go to the internet or to their friends. It isfar
better that they are given the proper information than none at dl."

Scottish Parent Teacher Council

Eleanor Coner

But the Catholic Church has condemned the move. In a statement the church in
Scotland said the plan was "gppdling, outrageous and utterly unnecessary”.

http://mwww.3650ay.com/Newscon06/05/052106scot.htm

Report: 4 Of 5 Gay Teachers Experience Homophobia
» 80%

2006/5/23 Trista Su

A study released to coincide with Internationd Homophobia Day shows Britain's
schools are rampant with homophobia.  Four out of every five teachers surveyed by
anaiond educators group found that four out of five gay teachers have experienced
homaophobia at work.

5/17

The study, by the Teacher Support Network, said that the vast mgority of the abuse
came from colleagues - other teachers, principals or administrators. Buit, the report
sad, the most violent abuse came from students.

Teacher Support Network




Homophobic abuse from colleagues usually took the form of offensive jokes, rumors,
or durs. Thirty-eight percent of the teachers surveyed said their schools did not
address homophobiain codes of conduct. Of those schools that did only 15 percent
of teachers said the codes were being enforced.

"Such harassment and discrimination has left many teachers with low sdlf-esteem,
reduced effectiveness a work and high stresslevels," Patrick Nash, the chief
executive of Teacher Support Network, told Britain's Press Association.

Patrick Nash

http://Mmww.3650ay .com/Newscon06/05/051706teach.htm

Russian Gays Defiant, Vow More Gay Mar ches
>
2006/6/2 Trista Su

Russian gays say they will not be cowed into retreating to the closet despite last
weekend's violence at agay pride march in Moscow.  The organizers of the march
say they dready are planning for asmilar march next year.

"The 27th of May has been for us so far an anniversary of the decrimindization of
homosexudlity in 1993 in Russia. But the gay parade in 2006 in Moscow and the
gtuation in which it was held has given much more weight to this date,” Nikolay
Alexeyev told the Interfax news agency on Tueday.

Nikolay Alexeyev Interfax news
agency 1993 2006

Alexeyev, who was one of about 120 gays detained by police Saturday when they
attempted to hold a pride parade after Moscow Mayor Y uri Luzhkov refused to issue
them a parade permit. Members of an extremist nationa group and Russian Orthodox



church members attacked the marchers. At one point a gas canister was tossed a
group of gays.

120
Yuri Luzhkov

On Tuesday Alexeyev told Interfax that Russan gays and lesbians to chalenge the
city in court and are prepared to go al the way to the European Court in Strasbourg.
He said that they intend to hire lawyers from outside the country to ensure they get
far representation.

But Mayor Luzhkov is defending his actions. He told Moscow Radio on Tuesday that
Russais mordly cleaner than the West. "Our way of life, our moras and our tradition
-- arecleaner in dl ways," he said. "The West has something to learn from us and
should not race dong in this mad licentiousness.™

While Russan gays struggle to gain recognition the LGBT community in another
former Soviet sate have been given permission to hold pride celebrations.

LGBT

The city government of Bucharest has gpproved a permit for ardly to be held this
Saturday. About athousand people from throughout Romania are expected. The
gpprova from the city came despite stiff opposition by the Orthodox Church and a
Romanian nationaist group.

http://www.365gay.com/Newscon06/05/053006modem.htm

Transsexual Files $4.5-Million Discrimination Suit On Two Continents



2006/6/2 Trista Su

An American transsexud working in the UK has filed discrimination suits against
Hitachi Data Systems in both British and US courts.

Hitachi Data Systems

When Jessica Bussert, 41, began trangtioning she, the woman she married while till
identifying as mde and their two children, transferred from Hitachi in Indianato the
company's British operation, believing the UK to be a more tolerant society.

Jessica Bussert

Bussart said she made the decision to move following the murder of a 19-year old
transgendered woman in the US.

19

In 2004 when other workers began to comment on Bussert's long hair and other
physica changes due to hormone therapy she began to let people know she was
trangtioning.

2004

In her court filings Bussert saysthat her boss, Steve Larkin, made a disparaging
remark about transsexuals and said he did not want any of “these people” working for
him.

SteveLakin )

The lawsuits dso clam that Larkin without consulting Bussert made changesto
business agreements she had reached, destroying her credibility with colleagues.

The following year Bussert took six weeks sck leave, out of the Six months to which
she was entitled and returned to the US for breast surgery. When she reported back
for duty in England, Bussert's suit says, she was effectively demoted athough her
$168,000 sdary remained the same.

168,000



As the work environment continued to worsen Bussert filed adiscrimination claim
with Hitachi bu the lawsuits clam the stuation sill deteriorated and she suffered
"dress causng clinica depresson, with anxiety and panic disorder”. When she
returned to sick leave Hitachi stopped paying her.

Sheis seeking $950,000 in damages from Hitachi in Britain - believed to be the
largest compensation dam of itskind in the UK - and $3.6 million from the
American company.

Hitachi has declined to comment on the suits.

http://www.365gay .com/Newscon06/05/053006ukts.htm




