Suicide Try Follows India L eshian “ Wedding”

PlanetOut Network
Wednesday, January 11, 2006 / 02:27 PM

A young woman in northern India’s Uttar Pradesh state tried to commit suicide by
swallowing insecticide after family members rgected her same-sex union and beat her,
according to international news reports.

The woman who was identified as Sita, took the insecticide Monday but was treated
intime to save her life. She was taken to a nurang home in the region, but her
whereabouts were unclear Wednesday.

Theincident followed a marriage-like ceremony between Sita and another young
woman, Vandana, at atemple Sunday in Meerut, northeast of Delhi. Both
womert--whose age was given by various news agencies as between 18 and 20
years---were reportedly beaten by their families and forcibly separated.

One news outlet, NDTV.com, reported that Vandana later said the “marriage” was a
joke.

“We are agroup of friends, and the two of us were very close,” the Web site quoted
her as saying. “The others started teasing us, saying we should marry each other. Do
girlsever marry girls?’

Vandana's family has reportedly locked her insde the house.

Authoritiesin Meerut have pledged to investigate the matter, which many say
highlights the plight of LGBT people in India, where homasaxud activity isillegd.
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Italy gets new leader; gays may benefit

PlanetOut Network
Wednesday, April 12, 2006 / 08:45 AM

The center-left codition led by Itay's Romano Prodi has won avery narrow victory in
Sunday's nationa elections, according to international news reports, but the current
prime minister has demanded a recount.

After claming victory, Prodi told supporters, "We have won. We have to start uniting
Itay. Now we have to focusin order to change Italy."

During his campaign, Prodi promised to introduce acivil partnership law for
same-sex couplesif he became prime miniger.

Outgoing Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, however, has disputed the election results,
saying there were "many irregularities and it's possible that we won't be able to
confirm that it has been avdid vote."

The dispute over the results could last weeks.

On Tueday, Prodi said he would not ingtdl a new government until parliament names
anew presdent in early May. In Itay, the presdent gives the winner the mandate to
form anew government. President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi's term expires next month.

Prodi, aformer European Commission president, reportedly plansto withdraw Itdian
troops from the U.S.-led war in Iraqg.

Abortion rights and same-sex partner rights were big socia issues with voters, as
severd thousands of pro-gay and pro-choice Italians demonstrated in the streets
during the campaign. The Catholic Church aso widded its influence to try and sway
voters againg the two progressive causes.



The dection benefited transgender candidate Vladimir Luxuria, who is nearly assured
of aseat in parliament. Luxuriais amember of the Reformed Communist Party and
has pledged to work for LGBT rights.
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Defiant church won't marry straight couples

Associated Press
Thursday, April 13, 2006/ 11:57 AM

MINNEAPOLIS -- A Minnegpalis church has voted to stop performing civil
marriages for heterosexuds because civil marriage isn't offered to same-gender
couples.

"I will officiate a only reigious marriages for same- and opposite-gender couples
dike" sad the Rev. Don Portwood of the Lyndale United Church of Chrigt. "I will no
longer Sgn marriage licenses as an agent of the state of Minnesota, until the state of
Minnesota recognizes the loving commitment of al couples”

The congregation’'s April 9 vote makes the church the second in the sate to refuse to
perform civil marriages. White Bear Unitarian Universdis Church made asimilar
stand a few years ago.

Lynddejoinsasmal group of churches across the country that won't perform civil
marriages for mae-femae couples because same-sex couples aren't allowed to marry.

The 1.3 million-member United Church of Christ endorsed same-sex marriage during
its national meeting last year. It made headlines this week when severd broadcast and
cable networks rgected a TV ad touting the denomination's gay-incdusive policy.
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Officer in troublefor airing " Brokeback™

PlanetOut Network
Monday, April 10, 2006 / 01:15 PM

NORFOLK, Mass. -- A correctiona officer faces punishment for showing the gay
cowboy movie "Brokeback Mountain” to inmates at Massachusetts largest prison, a
corrections department spokeswoman said.

M assachusetts Department of Correction spokeswoman Diane Wiffin said the officer,
whose name was not released, had not followed standard procedure for pre-screening
the movie for excessve violence, assaults on correctiond staff, nudity or explicit

sexud content.

She would not reved what discipline the officer could face.

"l want to make it clear, it wasn't the subject matter -- it was the graphic nature of the
sexudly explicit scenes,” Wiffin saidd Monday.

The officer showed the movie Thursday at MCI-Norfolk, a medium-security prison

about 25 miles southwest of Boston. According to Wiffin, a deputy supervisor came

in as the movie was showing and asked if the officer had screened it first. He said no.

Since only 20 minutes remained of the movie, the inmates were allowed to see the end,
shesad.

Wiffin did not know how many inmates saw the movie and did not know of any other
ingtance in which a prison officer was disciplined over amovie.
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Bush Speech Angers Gay Americans

Tom Musbach, PlanetOut Network
Wednesday, February 2, 2005 / 08:26 PM

In astronger atack on marriage equdity this year, President George W. Bush
delivered a State of the Union speech on Wednesday that specificaly cdled for a
condtitutiond amendment to forbid marriage rights for same-sex couples, and many
LGBT groups reacted with anger.

"Because marriage is a sacred indtitution and the foundation of society, it should not
be redefined by activigt judges,” the president said. "For the good of families, children
and society, | support acondtitutional amendment to protect the ingtitution of
marriage.”

Last year, he dluded to same-sex marriage, particularly the Massachusetts ruling to
grant marriage equdity, by saying, "If judgesingst on forcing their arbitrary will
upon the people, the only aternative left to the people would be the congtitutional
process."

The return of the marriage issue during Wednesday's speech, delivered on Groundhog
Day, struck some Democrats and LGBT Americans as atroubling repetition, recaling
thefilm "Groundhog Day." Others were disappointed because he contradicted his
recent remarks that a proposed amendment may not be necessary this year, aslong as
the federd Defense of Marriage Act remainsin effect.

"Once again, President Bush contradicts himsdlf," said Steven Fisher,
communications director of the Human Rights Campaign (HRC). "Sadly, once again
he vaued the extremism of afew over the greater good of protecting all Americans,
induding LGBT families whose well-being are jeopardized by this proposal.”

"Higtory will saverdly judge any president who casudly calsfor such aradica
rewriting of our Condtitution without thought of its consequences,” said Dave Noble,
executive director of the National Stonewal Democrats. "This president lacks the
comprehension of the struggles faced by American families due to his discriminatory
policies.”

In hislead-in to the marriage issue, the presdent invoked themes of family, faith and
vaues, which conservative politica blogger Andrew Sullivan caled an "gppdling”
trangtion.

"So | -- asagay person -- an somehow athresat to family and faith”? How dare he?!
Sullivan wrote. "What about my family and my faith?'

In 2004, a proposed congtitutional amendmert to bar same-sex couples from marrying
faled in both the Senate and the House.

President Bush dso cadled for the reauthorization of the Ryan White CARE Act,
which the HRC commended on Wednesday night.



"If adiver of hope could be gleaned from hiswords tonight,” Fisher said, "it wasin
his stated commitment to helping those with HIV/AIDS, and we will work with him

to make the fight againgt this disease as strong as possible. We hope his actions match
hiswords."
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Marriage Rightsfor Same-sex Couples

Thelegdization of same-sex marriage in Massachusetts in 2004 touched off a
backlash that started with the U.S. generd dection last Novermber, and marriage
equdity advocates are digging in for along fight.

During the ection, balot measures to condtitutionaly ban gays from marrying
passed in dl 11 gates they were offered. Other states have threatened to follow suit
during the next eection.

The Bay State's move aso rdlied opponents to get behind the Federal Marriage
Amendment, which failed in 2004, but conservatives have promised to bring it back.

The Massachusetts wedding parade followed earlier spurts of same-sex marriagesin
other parts of the country, including San Francisco, Portland, Ore., and New Pdltz,
N.Y. The nearly 4,000 marriages that took place for amonth in San Francisco were
nullified by the Cdifornia Supreme Court Sx months later.

Advocates for marriage equdity in the United States are now looking to the courts, as
condtitutiond chalenges are making their way through legal systemsin severd dates,
including Cdifornia, New Y ork, Washington and New Jersey.

In other parts of the world, same-sex unions have recently gained more ground.
Canadais now poised to become the third country---behind Belgium and the
Netherlands---to extend marriage rights to same-sex couples. A recent high court
ruling in Canada has paved the way for legidation, expected later this year, granting
recognition to civil same-sex marriages.

Spain may aso soon join the dite ranks of countries that permit same-sex couples to
marry. Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero was dected in 2004 with a
promise to enact liberd socid changes. His Socidist government gpproved a bill to
legdlize same-sex marriages, and the Parliament is expected to debate the bill in
February.

Polls have shown that young people are far more supportive of equal marriage rights
than their elders. Advocates stress, however, that socid change takes time and that a
widespread victory for marriage equdity islikely to occur within the next 10-20
years.
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Employment Nondiscrimination

The employment discrimination case that received the most atention in recent months
has been Cirque du Solel's firing of an HIV-postive gymnast from aLas Vegas
show.

Gymnast Matthew Cusick was fired from "Mystere" in the oring of 2003, and
Lambda Legd filed aforma complant with the U.S. Equa Opportunity Employment
Commission (EEOC) in July 2003.

The firing shocked many fans of Cirque du Soleil, whose marketers court the GLBT
community for the entertaining and acrobatic shows around the world. Severa groups
organized protests againg the company's touring shows in the fal of 2003.
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In February 2004, Cirque du Soleil announced it had changed its hiring policies, and it
announced intentions to negotiate arehire for Cusick.

The EEOC complain wasfindly settled on April 22, 2004, when Cirque du Solell
agreed to pay $600,000 to Matthew Cusick, who ultimately decided not to return to
"Mydere” It isthe largest HIV discrimination settlement of its kind, according to
Lambda Legd.

Federa laws protect every American from job discrimination on the basis of race,
religion, gender, nationd origin and disability. However, they say nothing about
discrimination on the basis of sexud orientation. Twelve states and dozens of
municipdities have chosen to include sexud orientation in their own employment
discrimination statutes.

Calling civil rights the "unfinished business of America," Sen. Ted Kennedy, D-Mass.,
has championed the federd Employment Nondiscrimination Act (ENDA) for yearsin

the Senate. But the measure has never come close to passing both chambers of

Congress.
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Transgender leader honored at Harvard

PlanetOut Network
Tuesday, May 9, 2006 / 02:06 PM

A Harvard University group has named transgender advocate Mara Keiding as the
Outgtanding Leshian, Gay, Bisexud and Transgender Person of the Y ear, and she has
been invited to address the universty on LGBT issues.

Keiding, who is executive director of the Nationd Center for Transgender Equdity,
was to give the annual Papadopoul os Lecture on Tuesday.

"It is an honor to be recognized with this award from one of the pre-eminent
inditutions of higher learning,” said Keiding. "It spesksto just how far the movement
for transgender civil rights has come in the past decade. I'm proud to be asked to
spesk to the Harvard community about the victories transgender advocates have made
-- and continue to make -- againg tremendous odds.”

In the past week, both Vermont and Hawaii passed laws protecting the civil rights of
transgender people.

"In four short years, we have increased sixfold the percentage of peoplein the United
States who live in jurisdictions where legidatures have enacted protections for people
based on gender identity and expression,” said Keiding, according to an excerpt of
her Tuesday speech provided to PlanetOut. "From 5 percent to 31 percent since the
beginning of 2002 -- that isremarkable.”

Keiding, atransgender woman and parent who did graduate work at Harvard, is the
founding director of the National Center for Transgender Equality. She hails from
Pennsylvania and has 25 years of professond experience in socid marketing and
opinion research.

Keiding's award was given by the Harvard Bisexud, Gay, Leshian, Transgender and
Supporters Alliance. Past honorees include Col. Margarethe Cammermeyer and
Cdifornia state Sen. ShellaKuehl.
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District OKstransgender teacher’ sreturn

John Curran, Associated Press
Tueday, February 28, 2006/ 09:34 AM

EAGLESWOOD TOWNSHIP, N.J. -- To students at Eagleswood Elementary School,
she used to be Mr. McBeth. Now, after undergoing a sex change, 71-year-old Lily
McBeth is ready to return to teaching as Miss McBeth.

Despite criticiam from parents, the school board on Monday stood by its decision to
alow McBeth to resume working as a substitute teacher.

After two hours of public debate and a private meeting with McBeth and her lawyer,
the board took no action on cals by severd parents to bar McBeth from returning to
the school where she taught for five years before becoming a woman.

"It was magnificent,” McBeth said afterward. "Y ou saw democracy in action.”

McBeth, aretired sales executive who was married for 33 years and had three
children, underwent gender reassgnment surgery last year and re-applied for her job
under her new name.

McBeth on Monday told the school board and the crowd that she loves teaching and
children, and looks forward to returning to the classroom.

"Thisis not something | got into just asawhim,” she said.

Severa parents said children in the school -- which conssts of kindergarten through
gxth grade -- were not old enough to understand the concept of changing one's
gender.

"l, as a parent, am appalled to have thisissue brought into my child's psychology,”
Steve Bond said.



Vincent Mustacchio predicted "chaos' at the school when the students learned of
McBeth's surgery.

Y oung children will be confused by the conflicting gppearance of McBeth, who hasa
deep voice and masculine features but otherwise looks like awoman, other parents
sad.

"1 will not alow you to put my kidsin a petri dish and hopeit dl turns out fine" sad
Mark Schnepp, who had taken out an ad in aloca newspaper urging parents to turn
out for the mesting.

Severd people spoke in support of McBeth, including three transgender people, two
former students of McBeth's and a handful of others, saying that the fact that sheisa
good teacher was more important than whether she gppears as aman or awoman in
class.

"Therésredlly nothing to fear because a person istransgender,” said KarinaMari, a
mother of three school-age children who said she has transgender relatives.

School board attorney Paul Carr said McBeth was a good teacher who had received
favorable reviews during her tenure as a subdtitute.

Earlier this month, the board voted 4-1 to accept her gpplication to return to the
classroom.

It's unclear how soon McBeth will resume teaching, Carr said. That depends on the
need for substitutes and the availability of certified teachers who get priority when a
spot opens up, he said.

Steven Goldgtein, chairman of Garden State Equdity, a gay rights advocacy group
supporting McBeth's bid to resume teaching, called the school board's action historic.
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Armed gang attacks British gay bar

Gay.com U.K.
Tuesday, February 28, 2006 / 02:34 PM



An armed gang attacked a gay bar in the northern England city of Sheffield over the
weekend, terrifying patrons and trashing the venue in what police have described asa
homophobic attack.

According to South Y orkshire police, five men entered Club X-esin Sheffidd early
Sunday morning with wegpons, smashing windows, bresking beer pumps and
threatening drinkers.

Three people were hurt in the attack, which took place in the Attercliffe part of the
aty, according to the city's Star newspaper.

Police said they thought the attack could only be motivated by anti-gay sentiment.

"So far, the only suggested motive is that this was a homaophobic attack on the people
in the club or those running it," Detective Nathan Hoole said.

He added that the gang shouted insults at patrons and set out to deliberately cause
damage to the bar. The attack was thought to be over within minutes.

"We bdlieve they came with the intention of causing damage and that people who got
intheir way got assaulted," he said. "They came brandishing weapons, so thiswas
pre-planned. Thisis being treated extremely serioudy.”
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Mary Cheney breakssilenceon TV

PlanetOut Network
Thursday, May 4, 2006 / 04:10 PM



Mary Cheney, whose public slence as the leshian daughter of Vice Presdent Dick
Cheney has been much discussed among LGBT Americans, findly spoke up during
an interview with ABC News anchorwoman Diane Sawyer.

"| struggled with my decision to stay on the 2004 campaign,” Cheney said, in part
because of President Bush's vocal support for defending the "sanctity of marriage’ by
exduding same-sex couples.

Theinterview, to air Thursday evening on "Primetime," covered such topics as
Cheney's coming out to her family, her longtime partner, Heether Poe, and her new
politicadl memair, "Now It's My Turn."

ABC News posted severd quotes from the interview on its Web site in advance of the
"Primetime” aring.
Although a senior campaign adviser, Cheney said, she did not attend Bush's 2004

State of the Union address because of his planned remarks supporting an amendment
to the Condtitution to ban same-sex couples from marrying.

While she discussed this struggle with her family at the time, she made no public
staterment about her disagreement on the issue, and many activists assaled her slence

as hypocrisy.

In 2004, activigts John Aravoss and Robin Tyler, who co-chair the Web ste
dontamend.com, started the dearmary.com project for people to post letters to Cheney,
urging her to speak in favor of marriage equdity. The activists started an Internet ad
campaign later that year, which included the message: "Dick’s daughter sold out to

help Dick run again.”

Cheney |eft politicslast year to work for AOL.

She said inthe ABC interview that she considers her 14-year relaionship with Poea
marriage.

"We have built ahome and alife together,” she said. "I hope | get to spend the rest of
my life with her. Theway | look &t it, iswere waiting for state and federd law to
catch up with us."
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AIDS study: Start medicine early

Mike Stobbe, Associated Press
Wednesday, February 8, 2006 / 01:55 PM

ATLANTA -- Patients with the AIDS virus are better off if they Sart taking powerful
medicines early, rather than waiting for symptoms of their disease to appear, new
research suggests.

A new study cdlsinto question guidelines that say patients should delay taking the
toxic drugs to save off trestment-related complications.

The research focused on "drug cocktail" combinations of three or more drugs. The
regimens have become a standard treatment in the last decade, but are associated with
such complications as kidney failure and a hand- and foot-numbing condition caled
periphera neuropathy.

Federd hedth officids advise patients to delay this trestment until they develop
severe symptoms or the infection causes their naturad armament of certain white blood
cdlsto dip below acertain levd.



But the researchers found that patients who began taking the drugs early, and took
them continuoudy, developed 28 percent fewer cases of kidney fallure and peripherd
neuropathy.

"That means one quarter of these cases could be avoided,” said Dr. John T. Brooks of
the federa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, one of the scientists who
worked on the study.

The findings were presented Tuesday a a scientific conference in Denver. Dr.
Kenneth Lichtengtein of the University of Colorado Hedlth Sciences Center led the
research.

"Theintuitivething to think is.. . . the longer you're on the drug, the greeter the
toxicity," Lichtengtein said. "The surprisein our study isif you didn't develop toxicity
in the firsg Sx monthsto ayear, your risk of toxicity went down, rather than up.”

The researchers examined the medical records of 2,304 patients with HIV in eight U.S.
cities.

They placed patients into five groups based on their white blood cdll counts, an

indication of how sick the patients were.

The researchers compared the risks of kidney failure and the numbing condition for
patients with varying white blood counts.

For both side effects, the risk was about 28 percent lower for the patients who started
treatment early, before their cell counts dropped, Brooks said.

The study did not attempt to separate the effect of pecific drugs. The work isbeing
prepared for submission to a peer-reviewed journd, but has not been published yet.

The findings argue for early HIV testing and trestment, Brooks said, but added, "
don't think anyone is ready to recommend changing the guidelines based on asingle
report.”
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