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* Gay activistsarrested at Falwell college

Associated Press
published Friday, March 10, 2006

LYNCHBURG, Va. -- More than 20 gay rights activists were arrested on trespassing
charges Friday asthey tried to step onto the campus of Liberty University, the school
founded by the Rev. Jerry Fawdl.

Many of the activists were part of Soulforce, an LGBT group on itsfirst stop of a
nationwide "Equdity Ride" tour of the nation's conservative Chrigtian universities and
military academies

Invoking the memory of the civil rights movement, Soulforce member Jacob Reitan
sad: "We want to come to the school today to say, ‘Learn from history." "

"We have aright to be here, because this school teaches that being gay is being sick
and anful,” said Reitan, co-director of the Equality Ride. "We have aright to question
and to show how we are children of God."

Reitan and other Soulforce members said they did not intend to be arrested at the
campus, but just hoped to talk to Liberty students.

Some 60 people, including 35 members of the Equdity Ride bustour, gathered for the
late-morning rally on asdewak outside the school's main entrance. A music group
played guitars and sang 1960s peace songs.

Severd Liberty students spoke to the Soulforce members. But the group didn't lways
find support.

Comparing homosexudss to drug users and adulterers, Liberty senior Tray Faulkner
sad the university disgpproves of any dternative lifestyle. "I know you guys dont
think itsasin," hesad. "Wedo."

Campus police charged all those arrested with trespassing, and two faced additiond
charges of inciting trespassing. They were restrained in plastic handcuffs before being
taken to alocd magidrate.

Fawell, the university's chancellor, had warned the group that it would not be
permitted on campus, saying he would not alow his schoal to be used for amedia
event amed a raising money for gay rights.

"Neither will we permit them to espouse opinions or otherwise suggest beliefs or
lifestyles that are in oppodtion to the morals and vaues that thisinditution
promotes,” he said in a statement issued earlier.

( http:/Aww.gay.com/news/article.html ?22006/03/10/5)
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* Study: U.K. gay teens suffer disadvantage

published Tuesday, March 21, 2006



Leshian and gay students who face homophaobic bullying are one of the most
vulnerable groups in the United Kingdom to becoming disadvantaged, according to a
new government-commissoned Sudy.

The report, released Monday by the Equalities Review, says LGBT teenagersin
school are likely to be disadvantaged members of society because of the bullying they
may face.

The report follows previous surveys that found young LGBT people were leaving
school early and not continuing further education because of homophobic abuse they
suffered at school.

The Equalities Review saysthat LGBT young people are not the only group to be a
risk of "chronic and persstent” disadvantage.

According to itsinterim report released Monday, boys from ethnic minorities who
have been excluded from school are aso set to be disadvantaged, as are disabled
people looking for work.

Lone and partnered women looking for work are struggling as well, the interim report
sys.

Therewill be a consultation period before the Equalities Review, an independent
pand commissioned in February 2005 by the British government to investigate the
causes of al forms of discrimination and inequality in British society, gives afind
sudy later thisyear.

But its chairman, Trevor Phillips, say the results so far lead to a somber reading of life
for many vulnerable peoplein the UK.

"This review shows where we need to focus our effortsto ensure that al of those who
are disadvantaged in some way are given the opportunity to reach their full potentia
and contribute to a vibrant and successful U.K. economy,” Phillips said.

Only 6 percent of schoolsin England and Waes have policies aimed at protecting gay
sudents from bullying, though the mgority have campagns againg racis bullying.

( http://mww.gay.com/news/article.html ?2006/03/21/4)
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* Anti-gay murderer getslifeterm
PlanetOut Network
published Sunday, March 26, 2006

A man convicted of a brutaly murdering agay man in Southern Cdiforniawas
sentenced Friday to life in prison without the possibility of parole.

Gregory Michadl Pisarcik was convicted of firg-degree murder last November for
killing 53-year-old Narciso Leggs Jr. in 2002, the Associated Press reported. Pisarcik's
sentence was enhanced because Leggs was killed, in part, because he was gay.

Leggs reportedly met Pisarcik, then a 25-year-old drifter, in Laguna Beach, and
invited him home. Later that day Pisarcik bludgeoned Leggs with an unopened
champagne bottle and cut the man's ears with scissors. Leggs apartment was
ransacked, and he was found dead with an anti-gay dur written on his back.

Before his sentencing Pisarcik expressed remorse for his actions.

"The things I've done I've been denying them to mysdlf,” Pisarcik said in aquote
published by the Orange County Regigter. "I'm sorry for everything I've ever done. |
wish | could takeit al back."

( http:/Amww.gay.com/news/article.html 72006/03/26/2)
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* Baptist college expels gay student
Christopher Curtis, PlanetOut Network
published Monday, April 10, 2006

The University of the Cumberlandsin Williamsburg, Ky., has kicked out a sophomore
because he revedled he was gay on his MySpace.com page, the Lexington
Herdd-L eader reported.

Jason Johnson, 20, was expelled last week from the Baptist school, according to Larry
Cockrum, the school's director of media relations. Johnson was mgjoring in theater
arts.

"Everybody on campus is extremely upset about this," Jennifer Roberts, a
Cumberlands senior, told the newspaper.

Roberts, who told the paper sheis a close friend of Johnson, described him as honest
and trustworthy.



"l would consider Jason a Chrigtian because so many of hisvaues are Chrigian,” she
sad. "He embodies everything afriend should be. A lot of people are suffering
because heis not here.”

The universty has a policy that says, "Any student who engagesin or promotes
sexud behavior not consstent with Christian principles (including sex outsde
marriage and homosexuality) may be suspended or asked to withdraw from the
Universgity of the Cumberlands.

"We are different by design, and are nonapol ogetic about our Chrigtian beliefs" said
universty presdent Jm Taylor in awritten Statement.

Jacob Reitan, the co-director of the Soulforce Equality Ride, which istouring
universties and colleges that have anti-LGBT policies, took issue with the school's
clam that it was enforcing its Chrigtian beliefs.

"l don't think thisis Chrigtian to do this," Reitan said. "Jesus fought continualy to get
to know those people others would not. He was aways about expanding the
kingdom."

( http:/Amww.gay.com/news/article.html 72006/04/10/2)
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* U.K. biological mom loses custody to ex
PlanetOut Networ k
published Friday, April 7, 2006

A U.K. court ruled Thursday that two young ssters should be taken from their
biologicad mother to live with her former leshian partner, who helped raise the girls.

The Court of Apped ruling was caled alandmark in some press reports, asit did not
regard the biologica tie of motherhood as a necessary advantage in deciding custody
disputes.

The former partners, who had been together for seven years, had shared custody of the
girls. The biologicd mother, identified as CG, recently moved with the girlsto a
different city without notifying the former partner, according to the Telegraph

Newspaper.

After theincident, a court granted the ex- partner, identified as CW, primary custody
of the children, a decision reaffirmed by the Court of Appedl.

Thejudge sad in hisruling: "We have moved into aworld where norms that seemed
safe 20 or more years ago no longer run. In the eyes of the child, the natural parent
may be anon-biologicd parent who, by virtue of long-settled care, has become the
child's psychological parent.”

Andy Forrest, of the gay rights group Stonewall, told the Times of London, "We are
redlly pleased that the courts are doing what is in the best interests of the children.”

( http://www.gay.conYnews/article.html 22006/04/07/4)
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* George Michael questioned in hit-and-run
published Tuesday, April 18, 2006

George Michad is once again being investigated by police, thistime in connection
with a Sunday hit-and-run crash involving three other cars

The singer has admitted to hitting the cars and is cooperating with authorities,
according to U.K. news reports published Tuesday.

Witnesses said the Singer was at the whed of his $105,000 Range Rover when it hit a
grey Ford Fiesta near hishome in Highgate, in north London. They said that he then
kept on going, hitting a Peugeot and awhite Rover.

Instead of stopping, the Rover sped off.

A witnesstold London's Daily Mirror, "He didn't look too good for that time on a
Sunday morning.”

The Dally Mirror aso reported that Michagl has contacted the owners of the cars and
is making arrangements to compensate them for the damage.

Thisis Michadl's second police investigation since February, when he was found
dumped at the whed of his car near Hyde Park Corner in possession of cannabis. The
pop star was given a police caution in that incident, a British form of no-contest plea
that could jeopardize any future travel to the United States.

( http://www.gay.com/news/article.ntml 22006/04/18/1)
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* Paris gay mayor vists San Francisco
Christopher Curtis, PlanetOut Network
published Thursday, April 20, 2006

Bertrand Delanoe, the gay mayor of Paris, arrived Wednesday in San Francisco for a
three-day vist marking the 10th anniversary of the Sister-city relationship between the

two cities.

While same-sex marriage is not on his San Francisco agenda, it's expected to come up.

Two years ago, San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom crested a national controversy
by dlowing nearly 4,000 same-sex couplesto marry.

Delanoe has used his position to advocate for same-sex marriage. He spoke out
angrily when train and bus officias would not display posters of same-sex couples
kissng.

Delanoe's agenda includes mestings with city officials on issues of homelessness,
discrimination and business interests regarding digita media, the San Francisco
Chronicle reported. He will attend the opening of the San Francisco Internationa Film
Fedtival at the Castro Thestre, located in the heart of the city's LGBT community.



Courtney Jodin, senior gtaff attorney for the National Center for Lesbian Rights,
headquartered in San Francisco, said, "The growing numbers of openly LGBT elected
officidsis atestament to the tremendous progress our community has made both in
this country and around the world."

Delanoe came out as gay before he was eected mayor in 2001. The next year, aman
who said he didn't like homosexuas or paliticians stabbed Delanoe in the somach.
Delanoe returned to work afew weeks later.

"Werre thrilled to have him here," Terence Kissack, executive director of San
Francisco's GLBT Higtorica Society, told the San Francisco Chronicle. "It gives one
alittlebit of pride. . . that the mayor of amgor city isgay.”

( http://Amww.gay.com/news/article.html 22006/04/20/1)
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* Gay rights march disrupted in Poland
PlanetOut Network
published Monday, May 1, 2006

A gay rights march in Poland was disrupted by protesters throwing stones and eggs,
and riot police used shidds and batons prevent further violence.

About 1,000 people took part in Friday's march through Krakow to promote tolerance
and gay rights. A smultaneous and equdly large "tradition” march was staged by the
far-right All Poland Y outh Group, with severa participants straying to hurl eggs and
rocks at the pro-gay marchers, the BBC reported.

Police reportedly arrested severa people during the clash.

The rival marchers carried signs such as " Stop Homophobia' or "Stop Deviance' and
chanted, "L esbians and gays, dl of Poland is laughing at you."

Polish President Lech Kaczynski has been outspoken in opposing tolerance for LGBT
people. Last year, as mayor of Warsaw, he refused to grant a permit for a Pride parade.
He did, however, endorse a"normdity parade,”" which the Internationd Lesbian and

Gay Association denounced as an incitement to "hate and intolerance toward LGBT

people.”

In February, an international human rights group warned of escaating anti-gay
sentiment in Poland.

"Kaczynski opposed the right of lesbian and gay people to basic freedoms and equa
respect,” said Scott Long, director of the LGBT Rights Program at Human Rights
Watch. "As president, he will determine whether Poland protects rights or chips away
at them. Europe iswaiting for the answer."

( http://www.gay.com/news/article.html 72006/05/01/3)
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* M oscow pressured over anti-gay incidents

published Tuesday, May 9, 2006

In aletter to Mayor Y uri Luzhkov, Human Rights Watch said Monday that Moscow
authorities need to investigate incidents of protesters harassing and attacking people
going to gay-friendly bars.

The mayor has threstened to ban Russiasfirst planned Gay Pride parade, scheduled
for May 27.

"AsMoscow's gays and leshians prepare for their first Gay Pride parade, Mayor
Luzhkov faces a choice," said Scott Long, director of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexua and
Transgender Rights Program a Human Rights Waich.

"He can stand up to protect human rights, or endorse the views of extremists
responsible for anti-gay violence.”

On April 30, aMoscow nightclub closed doors to amagjor gay and lesbian party after
violent protesters gathered and hurled eggs and bottles a club-goers.

Organizers were hoping to attract about 1,000 people to the Renaissance Event Club's
"Open Party" in the Russian capita, but arriving party-goers were met by a crowd of

at least 100 skinheads, nationalists, and elderly religious protesters carrying Russian
Orthodox icons and crosses.



Demonstrators chanted, "Down with pederasts’ and "No perverts here," the BBC
reported.

One club-goer was rescued from attackers by police, according to Agence
France-Presse. Thirty-nine arrests were made in connection with the two incidents.

The mayor's spokesman, Sergey Tsoy, had told reporters Feb. 16 that the city
government "is not even going to consder alowing agay parade.”

He clamed that the proposed event has "evoked outrage in society, in particular
among religious leaders.”

Nationd politicians condemned the proposed parade as well.

Sad Lubov Sliska, the firgt vice-gpeaker of the Duma, Russias lower house of
parliament: "There are severa million people in Moscow who do not want
homosexuds to have this procession. Who is going to protect their rights?’

But Long said, "Mayor Luzhov should not alow anti-gay violence and discrimination
to trump peopl€e's fundamentd rights.”

( http://mwww.gay.com/news/article.ntml 72006/05/09/2)
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* Pope: Only heter osexual marriageis healthy
Associated Press
published Friday, May 12, 2006

VATICAN CITY -- Pope Benedict XV said Thursday there was an "urgent” need to
avoid confusion over gay unions and other common-law partnerships, and stressed
that only marriage between men and women could be the basis for a hedlthy society.

Benedict dso sad the 1968 encyclicd "Humanae Vitag," which defined the church's
opposition to artificid birth control, remains relevant today. He said the physica
differences between men and women were not just biological happenstance, but had a
far more profound significance -- that of coming together to create new life.

The pope spoke to members of the Pontifical John Paul 11 Indtitute for Studies on
Marriage and Family, an indtitute founded by the late pope to promote church
teachings on the sanctity of marriage and family.

During an audience to mark the indtitute's 25th anniversary, Benedict cdled love and
marriage between man and woman an "authentic good for society.”

"Thereisaspecid urgency today to avoid confusion with other types of unions based
on awesk love," he said. "Only therock of total and irrevocable love between aman
and woman is able to build asociety that is hometo dl men.”

He did not specify gay unionsin his remarks, but Benedict has frequently spoken out
about the need to preserve the sanctity of marriage and has condemned same-sex
unions as anarchic "pseudo- matrimony.”

When he was Cardind Joseph Ratzinger and prefect of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, the pope aso spearheaded a 2003 Vatican campaign against
same-sex unions, isuing guideines for Catholic paliticians to oppose laws granting
legd rightsto gay couples.



( http://Amww.gay.com/news/article.html 72006/05/12/4)
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* Male student in dressbarred from prom

Associated Press
published Wednesday, May 24, 2006

GARY, Ind. -- A gay mae student who has worn women's clothes to school al year
was turned away from his high school prom because he was wearing a dress.



Kevin Logan, 18, went to the West Side High School prom Friday in adinky fuchsa
gown and hedls. He bdieves officds discriminated againg him by not dlowing him
ingde,

"l have no formd pictures, no memories, nothing. Y ou only have one prom,” he said.

Logan received an $85 refund for his prom ticket Tuesday but was not satisfied. He
sad he is consdering filing a complaint with the Indiana Civil Liberties Union.

Sylvester Rowan, assistant to Gary School Superintendent Mary Steele, said school
policy bans males from wearing dresses. Excluding Logan from prom was based on
"the dress code, not the student's homosexudity. That's his persond preference.”

Tyrone Hanley, the youth program coordinator for the Gender Public Advocacy
Cadlition in Washington, D.C., said he often sees cases like thisand called it
gender-based discrimination.

"Prohibiting redly short skirts for everyone isafair dress code; prohibiting them for
maesisnot," he said.

Logan sad he had spent years defining and exploring his sexudity. This year, he took
amgor step by dressing as afemale every day, wearing makeup, a hair weave, nails
and girls fitted jeans to schoal.

His mother, Donnetta Logan, said she was not surprised by what she called the
ignorance of school adminigtrators.

"| tel Kevin that in society there will be those who accept him and those who wont,”
she said.

( http://mwww.gay.com/news/article.ntml 72006/05/24/4)
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* Jerusalem ordered to fund gay center
PlanetOut Network
published Wednesday, May 31, 2006

A Jerusdem Didtrict Court judge has ordered the city to pay $77,000 to Jerusalem
Open House, an LGBT rights group and community center, as restitution for denying
funds to the center for three yearsin arow, the Jerusalem Post reported.

The city illegdly discriminated againg the LGBT community by not dlocating
municipa funds to the center from 2003 to 2005, the court ruled. Each year, the city
digtributes funds to various community groups.

Jerusdlem "mugt treat this community with equality, out of recognition of the supreme
vaue of equdity, and out of respect for the vaues of tolerance and plurdism, which
exig a the heart of democratic society,” Judge Judith Tzur wrote in the ruling
released Monday.

The ruling, which ends a three-year court battle, orders the city to alocate fundsto the
community center and pay more than $5,000 in legal fees.

Jerusdem Open House daffers cdled the ruling avictory againgt Uri Lupolianski, the
ultra- Orthodox mayor of Jerusalem who tried to ban the city's Pride parade last year.

"Thisisthe right decison a the right time," said Hagai El-Ad, executive director of
the center. "We hope this case will set a strong precedent for LGBT people herein
|sradl and esawhere. With WorldPride coming up in August, this win generates even
more pogitive energy among JOH activists working toward WorldPride."

( http:/Aww.gay.com/news/article.html 22006/05/31/2)
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* U.K. married lesbians spurn partner ship



Jennifer Quinn, Associated Press
published Tuesday, June 6, 2006

LONDON -- Two women asking Britain to recognize their Canadian same-sex
marriage told a court Tuesday that calling their relationship a civil partnership violates
therr human rights.

Universty professors Sue Wilkinson and CdliaKitzinger want Britain's High Court to
change alaw that labds their August 2003 marriage in Vancouver, British Columbia,
acivil partnership.

"The petitioner and her wife do not seek a specid new form of recognition. They seek
only recognition of their lawful marriage -- marriage being auniversaly socidly
understood indtitution,” their lawyer, Karon Monaghan, said.

The hearing is expected to last three days, with a decision expected in July.

The Civil Partnerships Bill, enacted by Britain last year, gave same-sex couples the
right to form legaly binding civil partnerships and entitled them to most of the tax
and penson rights of raight married couples.

"WEe're not going to gain any more protections or rights, as far as we know. Since
that's the case, why this fierce opposition? Our government's reaction is thet they
think it's more than just aword, otherwise they wouldn't oppose us." Kitzinger told
the Associated Press before the hearing.

A government spokeswoman said that British lawmakers had decided thet civil
partnerships were not marriages, "but (couples) get the same rights as those that are
married."

"Parliament decided it'sanew rdationship, new in law. Parliament took the view that
it isn't marriage, but that they have those rights,”" the spokeswoman said on condition
of anonymity, in line with British government policy.

Patricia Hollings, afamily law specidist with the London firm Finer Stephens
Innocent, said she thought that unless Wilkinson and Kitzinger can demondirate that
they have been directly affected by their satus as civil partners rather than amarried
couple, "the court will not find their claim persuasive.”

In court Tuesday, there were few specifics to back up the women's claim that not
recognizing their partnership as amarriage violates British and European human
rights legidation that guarantees aright to afulfilling family and private life.

The Netherlands, Canada, Belgium and Spain have legdized same-sex marriage,
while severd other European countries have laws smilar to Britain's. In the United
States, only Massachusetts alows same-sex marriage, while Vermont and
Connecticut permit civil unions and Cdlifornia offers domestic partnerships.

Presdent Bush is backing an dection-year effort to ban same-sex marriage with a
condtitutional amendment that appedsto socia conservatives but has scant chance of
passage. The Senate is debating the measure this week.

Governing gay relationships with a different law than the one for heterosexud unions
rankles Peter Tatchell, an outspoken gay activis.



"The basic, fundamenta premise in ademocratic society isthat everyone shoud be
equa beforethe law," said Tatchell, founder of the British rights group OutRage!

For Wilkinson, 49, and Kitzinger, 52, it isimportant that the word "marriage” gpplies
to them.

"We dready have amarriage," Wilkinson said. "And being told that "Y ou don't have a
marriage, you have acivil partnership,' is pretty hurtful.”

(
http:/Mmmww.gay.com/newsarticle.html 2coll=news articles& sernum=2006/06/06/2& pa
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