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Czech same-sex couples get new rights
PlanetOut Networ k
published Thursday, March 16, 2006

The Czech Republic's parliament overrode a presidentia veto Wednesday to become
the second former communist country to grant lega recognition to same-sex couples.

The Chamber of Deputies voted 101-76 in favor of the measure, according to
internationa news reports. The lawmakers had the absolute minimum number of
votes needed to override the veto imposed by President Vaclav Klauslast month.

The new law allows registered same-sex couples to inherit property and raise children,
but it does not dlow for adoption.

President Klaus said in a satement Wednesday that the vote was a "defeet for dl of us
who believe that the family in our society is fundamentd, unique, unrivaled.”

"Thelaw isacompromise” sad leading gay rights activist Jri Hromadain a quote
published by the Associated Press. "It will harm no one and make many happy."

Last year, Sovenia became the firgt former communist country to grant rights to
same-sex partners, according to gay-rights group ILGA-Europe.

The new law brings the Czech Republic in line with many other European Union
countries that offer some form of lega recognition -- if not full marriage equdity -- to
same-sex couples.
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L eshian suesfire-chief ex-partner for bias

PlanetOut Network
published Thursday, March 16, 2006

A leshian firefighter in Minnegpalis filed a discrimination suit Tuesday againg the
city'sfire chief, awoman who happens to be the firefighter's former domestic partner.

Capt. Jennifer Corndl sued in U.S. Digtrict Court in Minnegpolis againgt Chief
Bonnie Bleskachek, naming the city as a co-defendant, the Pioneer Press newspaper
reported.

Corndl claims Bleskachek denied her training opportunities and stood in the way of
her advancement through "a history of animosity, ill-will, maice and bad faith
conduct,”" the paper reported. The suit seeks an end to discrimination and $75,000 in
damages.

The case puts Mayor R.T. Rybak, who appointed Bleskachek as chief in November
2004, in apotentidly difficult political Stuation. Both Rybak and Bleskachek have
refused comment, the mayor saying through a spokeswvoman that he cannot comment
on ongoing litigetion.

Bleskachek, one of the nation's few openly gay fire chiefs, oversees a saff of 450 and
abudget of $43 million.

The lawsuit dso clams that Bleskachek was violent toward Cornell during their
relationship. They were domestic partners from 1996 to 2001 and share custody of
two children, the paper reported.

Bleskachek and Cornell co-founded the Minnesota Women Firefighters Association.
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California mayor comes out as gay
Christopher Curtis, PlanetOut Network
published Thursday, March 30, 2006

The mayor of West Sacramento, Calif., revealed he was gay Wednesday night during the
annual State of the City dinner.

"The pressure and the stigma and sometimes the all-too-casua bigotry in this town made it
painfully clear when | first ran for office that | could either serve this community or | could be
agay man. But | could not be both,” Mayor Christopher Cabaldon told the Sacramento Bee.

His admission before a crowd of 150 devel opers, business and political leaders earned him a
standing ovation.



Cabaldon's revelation was planned in advance. He was inspired by a show on the LGBT cable
channgl Logo and e-mailed the channdl's producers about following his story.

"The prospect of more kids and young people making the same choice because they didn't
have any more accessible gay and lesbian role models in politics made it important for me to
come out,”" he said.

A Logo camera crew captured the moment and plansto air it in July, the Bee reported.

"I think the significance (of this coming-out) is that more and more people, including
paliticians, have come to the conclusion that society has come to a place where they can come
out comfortably,” said Geoff Kors, the executive director of Equality California

(Page: 2 of 2)

According to the Gay & Leshian Victory Fund, Cabadon is the state's fourth elected openly
gay mayor currently in office.

"There's about a dozen openly gay mayors around the country,” said Dave DeCicco, the
organization's spokesman.

Cabaldon was elected to the West Sacramento City Council in 1996 and became mayor two
years later. He is credited with bringing the popular River Cats minor league baseball team to
the city and helping to straighten up the Port of Sacramento's finances and craft aregional
growth plan, the Bee reported.

DeCicco does not believe Cabaldon's admission will hurt his chance of getting re-elected. "If
the elected officia is respongve to congtituents and is doing a good job, voters will usualy
overlook the candidate's sexua orientation. The public is so desirous of good public officias
that they won't care,”" he said.

Y olo County Supervisor Mike McGowan, aformer West Sacramento mayor, shared
DeCicco's sentiment.

"We are more concerned about the good work that you do than what kind of label you put on
yoursdlf," McGowan told the Bee. "I say bravo to him for having the courage to do this."

The population of West Sacramento, situated in Y olo County, is 32,500, according to 2001
data listed on the city's Web site.
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Arrested justicee When LGBT peopleland in jail
Part four: The myth of "protective custody”
Peatrick Letdlier

The mogt frightening week of the nine months Mark Olmsted served in Cdifornia
prisons came in July 2004, when he was forced to share acdl with amenacing
"soldier” in awhite supremacist gang.

"It was a psychological inferno,” Olmsted says. "Every second you think the cell door
will open and someone will come in and knife you. | knew | had to get out of there.”

And get out he did. Olmsted, 47, was serving time at the Cdifornia Ingtitute for Men,
aminmum-security sate prison in Chino, Cdlif., for sdling crystal meth and forging
drivers licenses, and came out to one of the guards.



"| told her | was gay and HIV-positive, and | needed to get out,” he says, "and she had
me out of therein 15 minutes."

Olmsted was lucky. He was moved to "protective custody,” a segregated section of the
prison designed to protect the most vulnerable inmates from the dangers of the

generd population. There he served histime relaively unscathed with other gay,
transgender and HIV-pogtive inmates, as well as older prisoners and informers who
sought protective custody in order to survive.

"We could get by without fearing violence for being gay," Olmgated said. "That wasa
huge relief."

But many other inmates aren't so fortunate. Protective custody in many state prisonsis
extremdy difficult for inmates to get into, leaving countless gay and transgender
prisoners to fend for themsdaves in a prison population that is often violent and
extremdy anti-gay.

Roderick Johnson, for instance, agay man who endured horrific physical and sexud
violence a the hands of inmate gangsin a Texas prison, petitioned for protective
custody on seven separate occasions. And seven times he was denied. One prison
officid, Johnson says, told him, "We don't protect punks[gays] on thisfarm.”

Johnson sued the Texas Department of Criminal Justice for violating the Eighth
Amendment, which prohibits crue and usuad punishment, claiming that prison
officidstook "sadidtic pleasure’ in denying him protective custody. Prison officids
flatly denied Johnson's reports of abuse, citing alack of evidence, and last October, he
logt his suit. (Johnson later served a brief detention term for violating parole.)

Proving they are being threatened can be very tricky for inmates. " Snitching” on
another prisoner is the ultimate taboo and can provoke aviolent retaliation. And, asin
the Johnson case, prison officids are often reluctant to beieve clams of abuse
without proof.

"Unless they show obvious physicd injury, their complaints tend to be ignored and
their requests for protection denied,” says a Human Rights Watch report on male rape
in U.S. prisons. One inmate who sought protective custody in an Indiana prison told
Human Rights Watch that a corrections officid said he "won't do anything till 1 come
out here with my asstorn up." Such graphic remarks by guards and prison officids are
not unusud, inmates say, and demondirate a cold- hearted indifference to ther plight.

While gtate prisons remain exceedingly dangerous for many LGBT prisoners, a
handful of county jails have attempted to address the danger by creating separate,
segregated housing. In San Francisco, transgender inmates are automatically
segregated from other prisoners, says Eileen Hirg, the sheriff's chief of staff.

Being gay, however, is not enough to gain an inmate entry to segregated housing. "We
look for vulnerability,” Hirst says. "Y ou can be gay, but be 65", obvioudy have spent
yearsin agym, be extremdy criminaly sophigticated and in on amurder charge.”

Y oung inmates, men with dight builds, and people incarcerated for the first time are
consdered at risk and may be segregated as well.

But segregated inmates in San Francisco jails cannot participate in programs designed
to help prisoners get back on their feet. "If you are trying to protect a population, it's
very tough to put them in a classroom with other inmates,” Hirst says. So drug



treatment, writing classes, anger management and high-school equivaency prep
classes are dl off-limits to segregated inmates.

The Los Angdes County Jail separates gay and transgender prisoners into three units,
known as K-11. But inmates there can participate in the Socid Mentoring Academic
and Rehahilitative Training (SMART) program, a series of courses designed to reduce
recidivism by helping gay and transgender inmates succeed outside prison.

"That part was great,” says Olmsted, who spent six weeks on K-11 before being sent
to state prison. He took a SMART computer programming class, he said, and enjoyed
the security of being in amastly gay-friendly environment. "Some of the guards were
openly hogtileto gays,” Olmstead says, "but it wasn't red bad.”

New York City had segregated housing for gay and transgender inmates until
December 2005, when corrections officids closed "gay housing,” asit was cdled, on
Rikersdand, the city'slargest jail. Gay activigts objected that the city was
compromising the safety of its most vulnerable inmates.

"There is no easy solution to the housing problems' for gay and transgender inmeates,
says Chris Ddey of the Transgender Law Center. "There are globa answers about
getting over our addiction to incarceration, but on an everyday levd, it comes down to
how are going to keep people safe. And it's complicated.”
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N.Y. county will honor same-sex marriages

Ann Rostow, PlanetOut Network

published Thursday, June 8, 2006

The top official of New Y ork’'s Westchester County has issued an executive order recognizing
same-sex marriages from out of state.

The affluent suburb just north of New Y ork City becomes the eighth local government, and
the first county in the Empire State, to recognize the rights of legally married gay men and
lesbians. According to the Empire State Pride Agenda, more than haf of the state's population
now livesin an areathat has expressy acknowledged such legal ties. These include the cities
of Nyack, Buffalo, Albany, Rochester and New Y ork, the Journal News reported.

The decision by Westchester County Executive Andrew Spano was greeted with a standing
ovation at aloca meeting Wednesday night. Although its symbolism was profound, the
executive order will not require cities within the county to follow suit. And obvioudy, federa
and state law till prevent same-sex married couples from receiving hundreds of rights outside
the control of county officials.

But the move reflects the expansive public policy that governs New Y ork, a policy of
recognizing lega marriages that has been endorsed by the attorney generd, Eliot Spitzer. Two
years ago, Spitzer's office issued a nonbinding opinion stating that case law and state history
indicated that same-sex marriages in Canada, Massachusetts or el sewhere would be respected
throughout the state of New Y ork.

Page: 2 of 2)

And last month, even as his office prepared to defend the gender-based restrictions on
marriage before the highest court in the state, Spitzer's office nonetheless issued a

friend-of -the-court brief in favor of two men, married in Canada, who sought spousal pension
rights from a Long Idand school district.



Spitzer, who is running for governor, told the media at the time that he saw no conflict
between the two positions. Even though he supports same-sex marriage as a candidate for the
date's top job, Spitzer's office was required to defend existing law in the case now taken
under advisement by the justices.

New Y ork's top court, the Court of Appedls, is expected to rule on the state's marriage law
within the next three months. They may well be beaten to the punch by the high court of New
Jersey, where oral arguments were held last February and where observers expect an August
decison.

Meanwhile, no one knows what to expect from the Supreme Ccourt in Washington state,
which has been deliberating over a marriage case for no less than 15 months. Those close to
the case, who for weeks and weeks have expected a decision "any day now," are now
shrugging their shoulders at the long delay. At the same time, many analysts think the court's
hesitation signals a complex ruling in favor of the same-sex plaintiffs.
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School settles suit over gay-straight club

Ann Rostow, PlanetOut Network
published Wednesday, June 7, 2006

Under pressure from a federal lawsuit, a charter school outside Chicago agreed Wednesday to
recognize a gay-straight alliance.

The Noble Street Charter School dragged its feet on the gay club for months before students
finaly asked for help from Lambda Legal. In March, Lambda staff attorney James P.
Madigan wrote a long letter to the president of the board of the Noble Network of Charter
Schools, Ron Manderscheid. Although Manderscheid met with student organizersin April, he
and his colleagues continued to block the aliance, prompting Lambda to sue in federal court
April 18.

In acomplaint before the U.S. District Court for the Northeastern District of Illinois, Lambda
charged Noble with violating the Equal Access Act, afederal law that requires schools
receiving federa funds to provide equal treatment to al noncurricular student clubs,
regardless of viewpoint. Lambda aso argued that the school violated the students rights to
free speech and equal protection.

Noble, which isarecipient of federa money, has recognized a number of nonacademic clubs,
including One Voice (aBible study group), various athletic clubs, a poetry dam club and
others. These clubs were allowed to post announcements, pass out literature, use school
transportation and appear on the school Web site. Y et when a group of students asked to form
an official gay-straight aliance last fall, they were regjected.

(Page: 2 of 2)

The students persisted, and when they met with Manderscheid, he told them that policy
development was a lengthy process, adding that the intervention of Lambda Legal was likely
to delay resolution of the matter even further.

But apparently Lambda's lawsuit did speed things up after al. For the next three years at leadt,
lawyers said in their announcement of the settlement, the gay-straight aliance will be able to
meet on campus, hold fund-raisers, advertise meetings and appear in the school yearbook.
The agreement will extend to two new Noble schools scheduled to open this fall.



The agreement "now clearly establishes policies for dl noncurriculum-based student groups
a Noble Street campuses,” said Noble Superintendent Michad Milkie. "Noble Street Charter

Schoal places great importance on providing a safe and inclusive environment for al of our
students.”

According to Lambda's lawsuit, Superintendent Milkie had previoudly been a staunch
opponent of the gay-straight aliance, comparing the concept to a discussion group on
masturbation or awine-tasting club for minors.
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