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Self Evaluation

M otivation

There were two reasons why | took this course; one was that | wanted to
learn more “ differences’ in this short four-year college life, and the other
was that | wanted to learn a subject which is close to our daily-life
practice. Trandations and Interpretations were different form literature
which was the mgor them | have learned in the past three years. Before
the class began, | had expected that | would learn more about professiona
English trandation (, which later prove that my expectation was really
became afact.)

Theory and Practice

In stead of starting from studying trandation theory, this course began
with the practices, which was different from my learning tradition in the
past (I used to learn literary theories before really practicing), so | was not
guite get used to it until we started to trandate trandation-related theories.
| finally realized that this would be a better and easy way to get the actua
meanings of the theories since it was only when we practiced some
working could we understand what the problems and skills we read in the
theoretical articles.

News Translation

One wrong use of word may make the meaning totally different from the
origina idea. Recalling from the beginning of the semester, there was a
piece of news about ceasing the function of Guidelines for Nationa
Unification which aroused critics and comments from all around. As a
fresh trandator, | firstly understand the importance of choosing the
“right” words.

Later, when | began to act as the volunteer trandator for Gender/
Sexudlity Rights Association Taiwan, | kept in mind of the importance of
choice of words. When trandating news, | always tried to reexamine the
words again and again until | found it would be a proper word for the
original idea, since | knew that each word | use for the article would lead
the direction for my readers and once | chose the wrong words | might
mistakenly deliver the information.




Trandlating from English to Chinese

For the half of the semester, we did the practice of trandating from
English to Chinese and it was because of this practice, | found the
difficulty of using words to express. Even when understanding the
meaning of the origina English texts, to trandate it into Chinese would
be another thing. Trandating is like chalenging our diction to the ability
of Chinese expressing. It was especialy for me to limit mysef to
trandate each origina word and sentence when | did my first beginning
of trandating English to Chinese. However, the way of trandating each
word sometimes made the sentences sounded weird and sometimes the
meaning would be even different from the original idess.

Practices of trandating from English to Chinese chalenge not only the
understanding of the origina text but aso the ability of usng two
languages, the ability of the target language and source language is
equally important.

Trandating from Chineseinto English

The later half of the semester we changed to practice trandating Chinese
to English. It was aso the time when we started to get access to different
types of articles from popular lyrics to forma letters. It was hard to
trandate different types of articles especially when these two language
systems were quiet different; it was not easy to strike a balance between
correct trandations and the domain of the trandation. Trandating
meanwhile seems to changeling the ability of half-creating.

The difficulties | met were dmost the same as | did the trandation of
English into Chinese - | felt a sense of insufficiency of words | had
learned. | had to check with the dictionary to make sure if the words |

used were right or not. Upon this difficulty, | think the most effective way
to overcome is to read, abundantly.

Conclusion

The most interesting part of trandating is that | can discover the evidence
of the differences from culture to culture and at the same time learn more
new information, which adding the values of this course.

In addition, owing to the different backgrounds of the articles, | needed to
do preparations before trandating, including the proper trandation for the
key terms or the unlearned words, researching the information on the




internet or asking experts. Through this process, | learned more and more
knowledge which | would not know in the past. No wonder many
experienced trandators usually said that only when you have the desire
for knowledge and curiosity can you keep the enthusiasm for trandating
and now | think it makes sense.

The teacher dways said,” There is no best version for the trandation
because we will reedit and reorganize the trandation.” What the teacher
said was undoubtedly the proper describing for the work we had done in
this course. Through reexamining the tranglations either by groups or the
whole class, we picked out the false understanding and trandation and
through this process could everyone learn the trandating skills from
others.







Playboy hints at launching gay brand
Larry Buhl, PlanetOut Network
published Tuesday, April 4, 2006

¥

-

Playboy Enterprises, the adult publisher and broadcaster, may move into
the gay market and use Great Britain asits test ground, Playboy CEO
Christie Hefner told a U.K. paper Monday.

Hefner, daughter of Playboy founder Hugh Hefner, told the Times of
London that the company is comfortable tapping into a gay market under
adifferent brand.

"In the U.K., our television people are very interested, and | wouldn't be
surprised if we launched something this year, given the importance of the
market in Britain," Hefner told the Times.

However, spokespeople for Chicago-based Playboy Enterprises told the
PlanetOut Network that the company has no official comment on details
of agay brand and would not confirm when or if Playboy would launch
such a brand.




Although the Playboy brand image has been linked with entertainment for
heterosexua men since Playboy magazine's first issuein 1953, the
company now describes itself more generdly as "pro-sex."

If it doesindeed continue its foray into the gay market, it would be the
latest in diversification measures aimed a boosting revenue. Although the
company's flagship magazine is only just profitable, with circulation of 3
million, the product licensing division, which focuses on clothing and
accessories for women, helped boost Playboy Enterprises revenues to
$329 million last year.

Hefner, who has run the company since 1988, said the company is
focused on "valuing sexiness and style"' and giving "entertainment for
grown-ups.”
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Macy'sin Boston removes Pride display
Associated Press
published Wednesday, June 7, 2006

* MOCYS

BOSTON -- Macy's department store has removed a window display
marking Boston's Gay Pride week after a group that opposes same-sex
marriage complained it was offensive.

The display at the downtown Boston store featured two male mannequins,
with one wearing a Gay Pride rainbow flag around hiswaist, next to alist
of several planned Boston Pride Week events.

MassResistance, formerly the Article 8 Alliance, which has campaigned
against same-sex marriage and gay-themed textbooks in public schools,
objected to the display and said the mannequin wearing the flag had a
"skirt" on, the Boston Herald reported.

The group posted pictures on its Web site and scores of its supporters
complained to Macy's by phone and e-mall.

ElinaKazan, aMacy's spokeswoman, said the store decided to remove
the mannequins but leave the list of eventsin order to strike a balance.
Displays in previous years did not use mannequins.

"We believe in diversity, and our customers are very important to us,"
Kazan said. "But (the display) did offend afew of our customers, and we
had to re-examine it."

Sarah Wunsch, a spokeswoman for the ACLU of Massachusetts,
criticized Macy's for "succumbing to the bigotry" of what she said was a
fringe anti-gay group.
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Belgium gives gay couplesright to adopt
PlanetOut Networ k
published Friday, April 21, 2006

Belgium's upper house of parliament voted Thursday to allow same-sex
couples to adopt children, the Belga news agency reported.

The measure was approved by a 34-33 vote, with two abstentions. The
Senate's endorsement follows approval from the lower house of
parliament in December.

The new law will dlow same-sex couples the same opportunity as
heterosexual pairs to adopt children, either in Belgium or abroad.

"It isamemorable day for the children of gays. Finally, they earn the
right of aworthy lega link with both their parents," said Mieke Stessens
of the Belgian Federation of Gays.




Belgium is one of four countries in the world -- dong with the
Netherlands, Spain and Canada -- that grants marriage rights to same-sex
couples.
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Bush rallies same-sex marriage foes
Laurie Kellman, Associated Press
published Monday, June 5, 2006

WASHINGTON -- President Bush rallied support Monday for a ban on
same-sex marriage as the Senate opened a volatile electionyear debate on
a congtitutional amendment to prohibit such marriages.

"Changing the definition of marriage would undermine the structure of
the family," said Bush, who raised the issue's profile with an event at the
Eisenhower Executive Office Building.

Bush criticized judges who have overturned state laws similar in intent to
the proposed legidation. "Marriage is the most fundamental institution of
civilization, and it should not be redefined by activist judges," he said.




Traditional marriage, Bush said, is the cornerstone of a healthy society
and the issue should be put "back where it belongs: in the hands of the
American people.”

There was little chance of that in the near future. Neither chamber is
likely to pass the amendment by the two-thirds majority required to send
It to the states -- three quarters of which would then have to approveit.

Many Republicans support the measure because they say traditional
marriage strengthens society; others don't but concede the redlity of
election-year politics.

"Marriage between one man and one woman does a better job protecting
children better than any other institution humankind has devised," said
Senate Mgjority Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn. "As such, marriage as an
Institution should be protected, not redefined.”

Judiciary Committee Chairman Arlen Specter, RPa., said he will vote
againgt the measure on the floor but allowed it to get there in part to give
the GOP the debate party leaders believe will pay off Election Day.
Specter has chosen a different battle with the Bush administration this
week -- a hearing Tuesday on the ways the FBI spies on journalists who
publish classified information.

As that hearing gets under way, debate on the marriage amendment will
enter its second day on the Senate floor. All but one Senate Democrat --
Ben Nelson of Nebraska -- oppose the measure and, with moderate
Republicans, are expected to block an up-or-down vote, killing the
measure for the year.

Democrats say the amendment is a divisve bow to religious
conservatives, and point out that it conflicts with the GOP's opposition to
big-government interference.

"A vote for this amendment is a vote for bigotry, pure and smple," said
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, DMass. The Massachusetts Supreme Court
legalized same-sex marriages in 2003.

Senate Democratic Leader Harry Reid of Nevada, who says he believes
marriage is the union of a man and a woman, said he nonetheless will
vote against the amendment on atest vote Wednesday.

"The reason for this debate is to divide our society, to pit one against
another," Reid said in remarks prepared for delivery on the Senate floor.
"This is another one of the president's efforts to frighten, to distort, to
distract and to confuse America. It is this administration's way of
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avoiding the tough, real problems that American citizens are confronted
with each and every day."

Mayor Gavin Newsom of San Francisco, which in 2004 issued more than
3,000 marriage licenses to same-sex couples, Monday denounced Bush's
move as predictable and "stale rhetoric" aimed at rallying conservatives
for this year's midterm elections.

"It's politics. It's pandering and it's placating a core constituency, the
evangelicals," Newsom said on ABC's "Good Morning America."

White House press secretary Tony Snow acknowledged there was a
political dimension to Bush's remarks Monday, but said the president was
not calling senators to persuade them to pass the amendment.

"I'm not sure thisis abig driver among voters,” Snow said.

Bush's views on the federal marriage amendment differ from those held
by Vice President Dick Cheney, whose daughter, Mary, is alesbian.

Cheney said he thinks Americans should do everything they can to
tolerate and accommodate whatever kind of relationships people want to
enter into. He said he does not think there should necessarily be a federd
policy in this area.
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Cameroon frees 9 held on gay sex charges
PlanetOut Networ k
published Saturday, April 22, 2006

Nine men detained in a Cameroon prison for nearly a year on suspicion of
homosexuality have been released, internationa gay rights said Friday.

The verdict was announced during a quick tria Friday morning, and the
men were cleared of al charges, according to the International Gay and
L esbian Human Rights Commission.

The men were part of agroup of 17 men arrested in May at a nightclub
believed to be frequented by gay men and lesbians. Eleven men remained
In detention, reportedly because they were too poor to hire lawyers, and
two of those men were released in February.

"While nothing can return to these men the year of their lives spent
locked in acell, we are hopeful that rule of law and respect for human
dignity are re-emerging as basic principles of human rightsin
Cameroon," said Cary Alan Johnson, the internationa rights group's
senior coordinator for Africa.

Cameroon has come under fire recently from rights groups for severa
anti-gay incidents, including the expelling of high school girls for being
lesbian and the publishing of alist of high-profile citizens rumored to be

gay.

Homosexuality is punishable by up to five yearsin prison, according to
Section 347 of Cameroon's penal code.
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Vatican denouncestrans health plan
PlanetOut Network
published Friday, June 9, 2006

The Vatican's newspaper took a stand Friday against providing free
hormone treatments for transgender people, which the government of
Tuscany began doing this week.

"The problem is not cost; it's principle,” said L'Osservatore Romano,
calling the government's decision "incredible.”

The Italian region of Tuscany isthe first to provide the treatments for free
as part of itsregiona health service, Reuters reported.

"Faced with problems that afflict heath care in Tuscany, waiting lists for
operations, (insufficient funds for) chemotherapy and inadequate numbers
of medical staff, perhaps it would have been better not to give precedence
to hormonal treatment for sex changes,”" the paper said.

14




A U.S. activist for transgender rights called the Vatican's stand
"ignorance.”

"The Vatican's criticism is a glaring example of the widespread ignorance
surrounding the health care needs of transgender people,” said Simon
Aronoff, deputy director of the National Center for Transgender Equality
in Washington, D.C.

"Hormone treatment is a medical necessity and is akey part of
maintaining our hedth and well-being,” Aronoff said in awritten
statement Friday. "Whether we're talking about transgender health needs,
reproductive health and freedom, or HIVV/AIDS treatment and prevention,
the bottom line is that doctors, not bureaucrats or theologians, should be
in charge of making medical decisions for their patients.”

This week, the Vatican issued a 57-page document that |ashed same-sex
marriage, abortion and contraception.
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