


http://mww.gay.com/newsarticle.html 72005/11/02/4

Transplants may be easier for HIV patients
David Crary, Associated Press
published Wednesday, November 2, 2005

Buoyed by a legidative victory in California and a court ruling in Arizona, advocacy
groups say they are making significant headway in efforts to ensure that HIV-positive
people have the same access as other patients to kidney and liver transplants.

California recently became the first state to prohibit insurers from denying coverage
for organ transplants based solely on a patient's HIV status. In Arizona, a judge ruled
that the state's Medicaid program can't deny a liver transplant to an HIV-positive
woman on the basis of her hedlth status.

"There are a lot of optimistic signs," said Jon Givner, who heads the HIV Project at
Lambda Legal in New York. "When presented with the evidence, reasonable people
have a hard time coming to the conclusion that an HIV-positive person should be
denied atransplant.”

In the past, insurers often refused to pay for transplants for HIV-positive patients, and
many transplant centers also balked at approving such procedures, believing that the
aways-tight supply of donor organs should be directed toward patients whose
surviva prospects weren't clouded by the complication of HIV.

However, the development of effective anti-retroviral therapy has extended the life
gpans of HIV-positive people and changed the thinking of many experts. An ongoing
pilot study at the University of California, San Francisco, has found no evidence of
lower survival among HIV-positive patients after more than 30 organ transplants, said
Dr. Peter Stock, the study's leader.



Still, Arizona's Medicaid program had maintained a policy of refusing to pay for
transplants for HIV-positive people. But last month, in a case pressed by Lambda
Legal, an administrative law judge said the program can't cite HIV as sole grounds for
denying a liver transplant for Brenda Gwin, a 49-year-old from Phoenix who was
diagnosed with end-stage liver disease in November 2004.

"We're relieved that the judge saw that Medicaid's decision to deny this woman a
transplant was not based on good medicine or sound science,” said Jen Sinton, a
Lambda Legd attorney.

Though abiding by the judge's order, the Medicaid agency did not immediately
overhaul its transplant policy. Spokeswoman Liz Olson said the agency would
"explore modifications' to the policy based on an evauation of medica evidence.

Gwin, meanwhile, can now begin the process of qualifying for a transplant through a
national organ-donor network, with doctors evaluating her prospects along with other
transplant candidates on a case-by-case basis. One of her Phoenix-based lawyers,
Srini Varadargan, said the delay caused by the legal proceedings has not serioudly
harmed her heglth prospects, assuming a donor liver can be found.

The pioneering California legidation was signed into law in September by Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger.

"There are many reasons why a patient with HIV may not be suitable for a transplant,
but the sole fact that they are HIV-positive is no longer considered a legitimate
reason,” said the bill's sponsor, Assemblyman Paul Koretz, D-West Hollywood.

Givner said he hoped the legidation would send a message to insurers and health-care
providers across the country, several of whom have been successfully challenged by
Lambda Legal after transplants were denied. One target of a challenge, the federal
Department of Veterans Affairs, subsequently agreed to offer transplants to
appropriate HIV-posgitive patients.

"In the experience of our clients and others like them, their HIV is under control and
they had been living very active lives before they experienced complications from
organ failure” Givner said. "There is no justifiable reason to deny lifesaving
treatment.”

Givner said transplant access is a critical issue because roughly one-third of people
living with HIV are co-infected with hepatitis C, which can often progress to
potentidly fatd liver disease.

National trends are difficult to track because most states and medical insurers --
unlike Arizona's Medicaid agency -- do not have written policies citing HIV status as
grounds for denying transplants, Givner said. Instead, he said transplant coverage is
sometimes denied in HIV cases on the less specific ground that the procedure is
"experimental.”

"Some insurance companies are holding onto policies that are a decade out of date,”
Givner sad.
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U.S. easesHIV travel rulesfor Gay Games
Larry Buhl, PlanetOut Network
published Tuesday, February 7, 2006

The U.S. government has eased immigration restrictions for noncitizens with HIV to
attend the Chicago Gay Games this summer.

By approving a designated-event status for the Gay Games VIl Sports and Cultural
Festival, set for July 15-22, the United States allows HIV-positive athletes and
spectators to apply for asingle-entry B-2 travel visafrom U.S. consulates.

The visa, valid July 828, will be issued on a special form instead of being placed
permanently in the person's passport, and no questions about HIV status will be asked
a the port of entry. This is significant because it protects visitors privacy and
prevents them from having to lie about their HIV status to attend the Games, said
Kevin Boyer, co-vice chairman for Chicago Games Inc.

"Not only does the wavier send an additional welcome to people with HIV and their
partners, it increases the number of registrants, so there are practical as well as moral
benefits," Boyer told the PlanetOut Network.

Designated-event status is granted by the federal government for the Olympics and
for large conferences, and was granted for the Gay Games in New York in 1994,
Though it is routinely given for such events, it is not an easy process. Organizations
such as the Gay Games must work closely with the Homeland Security, Health and
Human Services, Jugtice and State departments over many months.



Pushed through by Republicans in Congress, a statute in the Immigration and
Nationality Act barring people with HIV from entering the United States has been in
effect snce 1993.

Without receiving a blanket waiver from the U.S. federal government, people with
HIV coming into the country are required to disclose that they have a "disease of
public heath significance." Once the status is disclosed, they are forever denied
entrance to the country, even for a short vist, without gpplying for an exemption.

"If you do disclose your status, and you can show you're coming for a legitimate
purpose and provide proof of insurance, you may be granted entrance, but there's no
guarantee,” said Victoria Neilson, lega director for Immigration Equality. "Whether
'legitimate purpose’ can be simply a trip to Disneyland is not so clear. So the vast
mgority of short-term vigtors lie about their status.”

"Obvioudy the law itself is discriminatory, does little to prevent the spread of HIV
and harms all citizens of the world by helping to form a climate of fear around a
disease that is not easily spread, is eadly avoided and istreatable," Boyer said.

The law aso puts such a burden on organizers to apply for awaiver that most of them
try to avoid bringing HIV-positive people to their conferences, according to Dr. Frenk
Guni, director of international affairs for the National Association for People with
AIDS. As an example, Guni cited the arduous process of enabling participants to
come to the World AIDS Conference in Toronto in June.

The conference will attract many HIV-positive participants who must change planes
in the United States, he told the PlanetOut Network. Canada is far more lenient in
allowing visitors with HIV to cross its borders, but many travelers with stopoversin
the United States would normally require visas just to pass through the United States
for afew hours.

After lengthy negotiation, an agreement between Canada and the United States was
reached: Visitors will be forced into special holding areas at the U.S. port of entry
until they board their planes to Toronto, Guni said. "They will be basicaly
guarantined at the airport, whether or not they have HIV, just because they're
attending an AIDS conference. This issmply barbaric,” Guni said.
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States consider restricting gay adoptions
Christopher Curtis, PlanetOut Network
published Tuesday, February 21, 2006

At least 16 states are considering whether gay men and lesbians are fit to be parents,
USA Today reported Tuesday.

Kent Markus of the National Center for Adoption Law & Policy in Ohio told the
newspaper he has not seen this much activity against gay adoption in his 15 years as a
researcher.

The rush is fueled partly by the victories social conservatives have made against
same-sex marriage. Congtitutional amendments against gay marriage were passed in
11 states in 2004.

"Now that we've defined what marriage is, we need to take that further and say
children deserve to be in that relationship,” Greg Quinlan of Ohio's Pro-Family
Network, a conservative Christian group, told USA Today.

The newspaper points to another motivation for some Republicans: A gay adoption
ban may distract voters from questions over Iraq and ethics.

"Obvioudly, we are gravely concerned and very troubled by the increased level of
activity," said Jennifer Chrisler, the executive director of Family Pride, an advocacy
organization for LGBT parents. "l find it ironic and incredibly disingenuous when
politicians say this is in the best interest of the children when the research says
otherwise."

The American Academy of Pediatrics, the Child Welfare League of America and
adoption advocacy groups point to research showing children with gay or lesbian
parents do as well asthose raised in traditiona families.

"The child welfare system is aready in crisis," Rob Woronoff of the Child Welfare
League of Americatold USA Today. "We don't have enough families asit is."

This month, 10 GOP lawmakers introduced a bill in the Ohio Legislature that would
bar all adoptions and foster care by LGBT parents. The bill is opposed by Ohio House
Speaker Jon Husted, dso a Republican, who was adopted as a child; he and others
expect that the measure will not advance to afloor debate.

"Thisis not an issue about gays," Husted said. "Thisis about children”

According to the North American Council on Adoptable Children in St. Paul, Minn.,
there are about 520,000 U.S. children in foster care, with 120,000 available for
adoption. Only 50,000 find permanent homes each year.

"What this really is in the best interest of is the very small and vocal political group
that istrying to seize power," Chrider told the PlanetOut Network.

"The good news is this," Chrider said. "Some of the preliminary polling shows that an
overwhelming majority of people believe that decisions about adoption placement
should be made by professonas.”

Carrie Evans, the state legidative director for the Human Rights Campaign, said the



move to restrict adoptive parenting rights for gays and lesbians could backfire on
Republicans.

"Certainly they are seeing the same polling we are,” Evans said. "This is not the same
as marriage for many Americans. [More people] are against laws that would prevent
loving, competent LGBT people from serving as parents.”

16

15

2004 11



520000 120000
50000

http:/Amww.gay.com/news/article.html ?2006/03/18/1

Gay activigsfind dur painted on their bus
PlanetOut Network
published Saturday, March 18, 2006

Gay activists on a traveling outreach to religious and military colleges discovered an
anti-gay message painted on their bus Thursday night during a stop & Lee University
in Cleveland, Tenn.

The words "Fag Mobile" were painted in pink letters on the side of the Soulforce
Equality Ride tour bus, according to the group's press release.

Jacob Reitan, co-director of the Equality Ride, said the bus driver saw a "middle-aged
woman and a teenager” driving away from the scene. He added that Cleveland police
are invedtigating the incident.

"The attack on the bus is hate speech, plain and simple, spelled out for everyone to
read,” said Reitan. "But a more subtle form of hate speech happens when students at
the schools we are visiting are told they are sick and sinful just for being the leshbian,
gay, bisexua and transgender people God made them to be."

The young activists from the Equality Ride -- a bus trip to 19 schools -- met with
students Thursday at Lee, a conservative college affiliated with the Church of God,
before the vandaism occurred.

On Friday night students from Lee washed the anti- gay message from the side of the
bus.

The Equality Ride is sponsored by the Virginiabased group Soulforce, an
organization dedicated to ending spiritud violence against LGBT people.

During the previous week, the Equality Ride participants were not allowed on the
campuses of Liberty University, founded by the Rev. Jerry Fawell, and Regent
University, founded by televangelist Pat Robertson. In fact, some of the activists were
arrested and cited with trespassing a each campus.
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California creates specialty for HIV care
Dan Kerman, Gay.com / PlanetOut.com Network
published Thursday, March 21, 2002

Beginning in July, California will become the first state in the nation to define
whether a physcianisor isnot an HIV specidigt.

The new regulation has major ramifications due to a law passed two years ago
requiring managed health care plans to provide HIV/AIDS patients with access to



HIV speciadists. This new regulation sets up alist of criteria to determine who is and
isnot an HIV specidigt.

"I am happy to see it happening, and the reason for that is | am aware of at least three
studies that demonstrate that care by an HIV-knowledgeable physician directly
impacts longevity," said Tim Teeter with the San Francisco AIDS Foundation. "So
the more a provider treats HIV, the better the outcome for the patient,” Teeter told the
Gay.com/PlanetOut Network.

The plan is being developed with the help of the American Academy of HIV
Medicine (AAHIVM), a nonprofit independent organization of HIV health care
providers dedicated to promoting excellence in HIV/AIDS care. Dr. Stephen Becker,
who is involved with the group, says the current proposal requires "HIV specialists’
to have seen 20 HIV patients over a two-Yyear period and to participate in continuing
medical education that is specificto HIV.

Becker, who sees some 400 HIV patients a year in the San Francisco Bay Area,
admits the criteriaare pretty minimd, but he saysit should il lead to better care,

"It's a good thing if we can define a level of expertise and make sure patients with
HIV get to access docs that have that expertise,” Becker said.

Matt Geltmaker agrees. He's been HIV-positive since 1986 and knows what it's like to
have someone unqualified in charge of his medical care. When he moved to San
Francisco and started a new job in 1997, Geltmaker says his employer's insurance
provider forced him to give up his HIV specidist for a primary care physician who
knew nothing about HIV.

"It was very scary and very frustrating in a lot of ways," Geltmaker told the
Gay.com/PlanetOut Network. "I knew more about the HIV infection than the doctor,
and you just hope nothing serious happens so nothing drastically affects your health,"
he said.

Geltmaker's HIV specialist, however, continued to advise him on the side. He stayed
healthy and eventually was able to change insurance providers and go back to his HIV
ecidis.

"l was extremely lucky that no illness came up in that time period,” Geltmaker said.

The new regulation should prevent situations like that from happening. And while
supporting certification for HIV specidlists, Dr. Becker says ultimately he would like
the state to have nothing to do with it. Becker favors a medical organization, like the
American Board of Internal Medicine, developing curriculum and a certifying exam
for HIV specidigts, as they have done for geriatrics and sports medicine.

"l don't like the state defining medical issues," Becker says. "These are not medical
professionals. This should come from the medica community and the patient
community and the insurance payers” he said.
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Study: 1in4young Irish gaystried sucide
Gay.com U.K.
published Sunday, April 2, 2006

One-quarter of young gay or bisexual men in Northern Ireland have attempted suicide,
30 percent have self-harmed and over two-thirds of the respondents have considered
suicide, according to a new three-year research project.

The mental health research entitled "Out on Your Own" was conducted by the
Rainbow Project and released Wednesday at anationa conference in Belfast.

A total of 190 young men aged 25 and under, from dl over Northern Ireland, took
part in the survey. Sixteen young men aso took part in face-to-face interviews to
describe their experiences.

Campaigners say the research illustrates that homophobic attitudes and prevailing
heterosexism in Northern Irish ®ciety, together with the isolation that being non
heterosexual may bring, play a major part in the incidence of emotional and mental
hedth difficulties, suicidd ideation and sdf-harm in this population.

The research report also calls for specific government funding and recommends that
the Department of Education ensure that gay and bisexua students are provided with
full protection and education.

The Rainbow Project plans to follow up the research findings with a range of support
initiatives for young men, but the organization is not receiving sufficient funding to
enable such work to continue, it says.

Author of the research, Helen McNamee, said: "It is imperative the recommendations
of this report are taken on board and that the mental health needs of young gay and
bisexua men are addressed by everyone who works with young people.”
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HIV infections are down in San Francisco
Associated Press
published Sunday, April 2, 2006

SAN FRANCISCO -- New HIV cases have fallen by aimost 10 percent over the past
five years, the city's first decline in infections since the late 1980s, health officials
sad.

The number of new infections reported fell from 1,084 new infections in 2001 to 976

in 2006, according to preliminary estimates by San Francisco's Department of Public
Hedth.

Officials said the findings were somewhat surprising because the city's gay male
population increased 25 percent over the last five years, and many younger gay men
increasingly have high-risk sex.

"Thisis great news; we're making progress,” said Mark Cloutier, executive director of
the San Francisco AIDS Foundation. "But | think it is both bad planning and bad
public policy to look toward the future based on a 'short-term trend." We don't know
how long thiswill lat.”

The exact reasons for the decrease are unknown. But experts said one reason might be
a new practice among gay men of engaging in sexual activity only with men with the
same HIV satus.

Nationwide, the rate of new diagnoses among gay and bisexual men of all races rose 8
percent in 2004, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
sad.



Information from: Los Angeles Times, http://www.latimes.com
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