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Marijuana isn’t a drug
Two years ago, a number of pop stars in Taiwan were involved in cases of marijuana smoking.  As the police interrogated and tested the suspects, the mass media competed for sensational reports and the public reproached those pop stars harshly.  This incident not only affected the stars’ public images but also aroused people’s reflection on “drugs.” 

In Taiwan, since our childhood, we’ve been told that marijuana is a kind of dangerous drug.  Adults would tell us that smoking marijuana is bad, corrupt and sinful.  They never tell us what exactly “marijuana” is and what is wrong with smoking marijuana.  They would just say: “because it’s illegal, it’s forbidden and it’s harmful.”  And we, as well, seldom think about this question because we believe we should do as we’re told and obey what adults said.  However, the popularity of marijuana and its criminal status are both historical developments, and as such, meanings and values may change in the future as we learn more about the scientific facts about marijuana. 
For a long time, people in Taiwan believed smoking marijuana would damage our bodies, harm our faculty of memory and cause mental derangement.  Also, once you stop taking, it would bring lots of syndromes, such as anorexia, anxiety, melancholy, disgust and insomnia.  And most severe of all, it would motivate the drug-takers to try higher-level drugs like heroin and cocaine, which are several times more harmful than marijuana.  However, the truth is: marijuana isn’t that frightful at all.  
According to Marijuana: the forbidden medicine, a book published by Yale University Press in 1997, marijuana is a noticeable cure for glaucoma, epilepsy, AIDS, dysmenorrhea and melancholia, etc.  In addition, studies also show that when it comes to the drug-using compulsion, the increasing degree of using drugs or the difficulty level of quitting, marijuana is much safer than nicotine and alcohol.  And the impact of marijuana on the body is even less than caffeine.  Nevertheless, people still insist that marijuana is poisonous.  Judged by the same standard of harmless effects, aren’t cigarettes poisonous?  Isn’t alcohol poisonous?  Aren’t there a whole bunch of chemicals poisonous?  Why doesn’t the government outlaw the production of those stuff?  Experienced users of marijuana have described its effect as nothing more than the feeling of getting slightly drunk, feeling numb and acting slowly.  What harm is that feeing of total relaxation? 
Luckily, not all countries in the world hold a negative attitude toward marijuana.  Take Holland for example, the government lifted the prohibition of marijuana in 1974.  Marijuana shops are now legal businesses there and the frequency of people smoking marijuana is as much as people smoking regular cigarettes.  And no obvious bad effects resulted.  The number of people smoking marijuana didn’t increase abruptly either.   People simply found out that it’s just no big deal. 
Personally I don’t approve of the use of drugs, but I hope our government and the governments in other countries can treat marijuana objectively and provide the public with correct information instead of simply outlawing it.  People have the right to know and have the right to smoke marijuana so long as they are not harming or hindering others. 

