媞柔

Good Princess, Bad women

What do you remember about princesses in fairytales?  Snow White, fair complexion; Sleeping Beauty, slept for a hundred year; Cinderella, wore a pair of glass slippers…and what else? 
I have been learning about fairytales for so many years from bed time stories, TV programs, novels, picture books, and so on since I was very little.  The world of fairytales was incredible that I was fascinated with the stories because of the numerous mysterious creatures and incidents in them.  Why are there so many dwarves in the stories?  How can animals speak or even walk like humans?  Why would a girl talk to a stranger who is actually a wolf?  What appealed to me most when I was a child was those princesses.  They are always kind, innocent, generous, and gentle.  They never talk back nor lose their temper.  As princesses, they only need to be beautiful and clean, both on the outside and on the inside.  However, if these girls are so perfect, then why are they always abused by others? 
For instance, Snow White was given a stepmother after the queen died; what followed was the detestation of her stepmother; Sleeping Beauty got a curse from a witch at birth; Cinderella was pushed around as a maid by her stepmother and stepsisters.  Coincidentally, princesses (or princesses-to-be) are usually abused by women.  While the princesses are still unwed maidens, the abusing women, on the other hand, are middle-aged, no longer pure or fair maidens, nor content and steady as the elderly.  In other words, they are more experienced and sophisticated than princesses, but less cool-headed and patient than the aged.  What they do in fairytales includes abusing the princess, sending killers to kill the girl, making toxic apples for the princess–all are done for their own benefits, for what they want to get. 
In the popular edition of Snow White, the new queen was described as hostile toward Snow White simply because the magic mirror told her Snow White was prettier than her.  Whereas, in another version of Snow White, which some people insisted as the original version, the reason why the queen tried everything to get rid of Snow White was that the queen found out Snow White was spoiled and had even slept with her father, the king, and the queen was fearful that Snow White would not only take away her man but also her power as the queen.  In the story itself, Snow White was also portrayed as quite naïve and willful.  She never thought too much about the consequences of buying the comb, the ribbon and the apple from a stranger who looked so weird.  As the power of an innocent girl was beyond imagination, the queen was just trying to cut down the power of Snow White.  It’s only human for her to do that to protect herself.  
Princesses in fairy tales always give people a “good girl” image, while women who do something rebellious always give people a “bad woman” image.  While reading the fairytale, we are unconsciously learning that it is not good to do those things that bad queens and witches did; they are bad and princesses are good.  If the background of fairytales is transformed into modern society, girls innocent and fragile like Snow White or Sleeping Beauty won’t even survive because they are too naïve, too willful, and too conforming.  They’ll easily be deceived into losing everything.  In contrast, it is the experienced and thoughtful mature women who can withstand the complexities of today’s world.  Yet their power and wisdom are always described as evil in the fairy tales.  It makes one wonder: perhaps the stories aim to make us innocent and naïve instead of sophisticated and capable. 
