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In Asian countries, it is common to see cram schools.  Rushing to cram schools after class is almost our common memory.  Students in Taiwan often suffer high pressure from parents, teachers, and even peers over their performance in school.  And they would do everything extra just to get ahead.  This kind of notion explains the popularity of cram schools.

As much as people fault the cram schools for distorting the practice of education, such after-school schools do have some merits worthy of people’s adoration.  First of all, cram schools compile their own textbooks.  Well-organized is the most significant feature of such textbooks.  All items are arranged in a clearly schematic fashion, making it easier for students to memorize.  Besides, the important parts are always clearly marked; it helps students save a lot of time locating the key notions.  Cram school teachers also specialize in turning hard material into colloquial verses that are easy to remember.  Most of them are pretty funny that you can hardly forget after hearing them once.

In addition to well-organized materials, cram school teachers teach more conscientiously than regular schoolteachers.  Since the classes only meet for a few hours a day, teachers have to help students gain abundant knowledge in a short while.  There is no extra time left for chatting or sharing jokes.  Every second should be utilized to its fullest extent.  Furthermore, at school, you are not given the chance to choose your own teacher, but in a cram school, you have many choices and can select a teacher who really fits your need.

Third, the atmosphere in cram schools is quite different from that in regular school.  Since we paid high tuition to get into the cram school, we wanted to get the best results and not let our money go to waste.  Almost every student in the cram schools would straighten his back and pay attention to the teacher’s instructure carefully, for fear of missing any important parts.  You might be quite relaxed and laid back at school, but seeing other people concentrating on lessons in the cram school, it is hard not to follow their examples.  In cram schools, students from different schools gather together. We can see those students from the better schools and their somber attitude toward learning can serve as a point of reference for ourselves.  Even during break time, good students often stay in their seats studying, making other students feel shameful if they are chatting noisily.  Cram schools are good at creating a competitive atmosphere to urge students to leave their laziness behind and strive forward.

Cram schools have been criticized sharply these years.  People who opposed them point out that the cram schools deprive students of their ability to think freely as students are taught to memorize materials only in certain ways and for very limited purposes.  However, the real problems are our education system and people’s old-fashioned concept of thinking that getting good grades promises a better life.  Since we are unable to change this in a short period of time, going to cram schools is a practical way to help us achieve our goals and fulfill the expectations on our shoulders.  Otherwise, we may be surpassed by others who work harder and pay more attention in cram schools.

