Autobiography

I was born and raised in Tongluo township, Miaoli.  My parents both work at the hundred-year old elementary school in the neighborhood, with my mother teaching the kindergarten and my father teaching the special education students.  Being raised in this environment, I have ample opportunity to be with special students, which taught me to be a caring person.  I still remember the time I played Chinese chess with one of my father’s students.  I was 9 and she was 4 years older, but I beat her.  I wondered how I got my first victory in Chinese chess, and father told me about the girl’s complicated background, her poor family, etc.  I was too young to understand it all, but the thought remained with me for a long time.  

When I was sixth grade in elementary school, many of my classmates wrote many big English words, such as Merry Christmas, on their self-made Christmas cards, but I could spell only few simple words like apple or bee.  I did not think too much of it at the beginning; I thought that’s just individual difference.  Things got worse when I entered junior high school downtown.  The whole class, except a few of us students from the rural area, had studied English for a couple of years already and could answer teacher’s English questions easily.  I, sitting there, was shocked by the gap between rural and urban areas.  Later when I found out unexpectedly that my rural classmates had spelled Merry Christmas wrong all along, I was all the more sure that the gap between rural and urban areas was a serious problem.  I began studying English harder at senior high school, hoping I could become an English major at the university, and then become an English teacher to help students at remote schools learn English.
And now, I am expected to graduate from the English department at National Central University next year.  In addition to working hard on my coursework, I have participated in preparing a summer camp for students of remote schools; I served as a volunteer English teacher for my mother’s kindergarten; and I have been a volunteer teacher for an after school program at Sheng Yun Temple in JhongLi City.  All this time, I am glad I can contribute my ability to help those students at remote areas.
Throughout these 6 years, the gap between students of the rural and the urban areas has widened.  Many teachers in rural schools are still using grammar-oriented method in teaching English while Communicative Language Teaching is getting more popular in the cities.  I am hoping to enter a graduate program for Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages in the near future and research on the integral English learning process of students in rural schools in order to find out a more appropriate way to teach students at remote schools. 
