Autobiography

As the first-born to a sound and decent family where my parents had only high school education, I naturally had to live with rather high expectations.  My parents sent both my younger sisters and me to talent schools when we were little.  They taught us to be honest, thoughtful and content with whatever we possess.  In order to help us develop a spirit of independence, they remained neutral on all our choices, saying that they would support whatever we decide to do.  Perhaps as a result, I grew up to be the kind of person who tends to consider a lot when facing a choice.  Compared with my peers, I even appear to be somewhat indecisive at times.  While my classmates could turn to their parents or elder brothers or sisters for help and advice, I had no one to turn to.  I often complained: Why am I the first child in the family?  Why didn’t my parents receive more education?  However, my views changed after I entered the university.

I had many outstanding professors and hard working classmates in college, who, as I found out later, also came from modest families with modestly educated parents.  I gradually realized that if one wants to know what decision to make or to be successful, though good advice might help, it still depends on our own efforts to determine how far we can go.  Upon realizing this fact, I am no longer dissatisfied with my family.  I know I have to make my own choices with more decisiveness.  Therefore, I tried to get involved in school events, volunteered to be class representatives, and applied for work-study positions in the Humanity Center and my own department.  Not only did I learn more about professional knowledge, I also learned to reason more thoroughly.  My participation in extracurricular activities and exchange student program both provided me with valuable experiences from which I benefited a lot.

Though my major is Chinese, I have always had a strong interest in English.  So I didn’t hesitate to join the campus English Toastmasters club in my freshman year.  I went to the weekly meetings and have been supportive of the club all this time.  Four years of participation has transformed me from a shy trembling girl on stage into a confident and experienced speaker.  Though I am not yet a perfect speaker, through this training, I gradually accumulated skills about public speaking.  Also, I got to know a linguistics professor on campus through the Toastmasters.  Although I never really took any courses from him, he saw my enthusiasm and passion toward linguistics and teaching Chinese as foreign language and provided me with materials to read about the culture and studying aboard.  He also gave me advice about where to start to learn about linguistics. 
I got an opportunity to go to France as an exchange student in 2008, and this experience opened me eyes.  I have had some experience with cultural differences and culture shock in daily life and in classrooms.  Yet, I felt quite stressful living in this foreign country, because European people seem to have a very different way of thinking and their habits are quite different too.  However, I finally managed to deal with all the problems and gradually felt at ease living there.  Now, I even feel excited to be able to get in touch with various cultures and take every chance as an opportunity to learn. 

As I am interested in teaching Chinese to foreigners, I tried to obtain more professional knowledge in that field.  I took Methodology of teaching Chinese as second language in school, received the training in World Chinese Language Association, and completed my internship in Academia Sinica.  These experiences together made me realize that I have strong passion for this line of work, not only because I am fond of learning language myself and willing to help people learn my mother tongue in a more effective way, but also because I found this job requires knowledge in both linguistics and culture which happened to be my interest. 

All in all, I really hope to become a part of the faculty in the university.  I will dedicate myself and my capabilities to this promising field. 
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