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Introduction to the Course
Western? Civilization? Two problematic terms

Contextualizing East-West division

· Greece under Alexander was east, but it is now considered part of west

· Roman empire combined Greek east with Latin west, but is considered west

· Rise of Christianity absorbed Roman world and became basis for west

· During the cold war, east-west opposition equals USSR vs. US

· China, India, Indo-China are all west of us, but we are altogether called the east

Historicizing “western”

· Western thought as we think of it today, is shaped by ideas of the 1800s and 1900s, originating mainly in Europe.帝國主義整合成功後需要定位一個優越的自我，「西方」成為象徵。對非洲而言，入侵者雖然來自地理上的北方，仍是被稱為「西方」，可見得「西方」已經成為概念的整體
· What we think of as Western thought today is generally defined as Greco-Roman and Judeo-Christian culture, the Renaissance, the Enlightenment and colonialism. 「西方」和久遠古老的文明「東方」同時出線，證明兩相抗衡，而且還更優越
Now Global culture

· East-west division is fading as flow of information and trends go in all directions, blurring the identity of cultural elements 但是在對立抵抗的關係內，西方還是個常用的指涉
· Divisions are only conceptual tools that help us deal with complex ideas for the time being 就是不要把西方本質化，但是可以用這個概念幫助你思考，記得這樣的殖民掠奪、帝國主義歷史
What is western civilization?

· “Western civilization” is a term loaded with complex meanings; many think it equals “European civilization.” 美國一脈相承，屬於這個傳統
· Some feel the need to “defend” it for it has come under attack on college campuses.注意脈絡：高等教育再生產體系
· Youth for Western Civilization (YWC) http://www.westernyouth.org/
What YWC say about Western Civilization 

· “It is ours. We have the self-evident right and duty to work for the survival of our own culture and civilization.”

· “Western Civilization is our civilization and in spite of the continual assault and hatred it endures from the radical left, we wish to revive the West, rather than see our civilization be sent to the graveyard of history.” 

Forms of Militancy 

· “Youth for Western Civilization has stirred up debate on controversial issues like illegal immigration, multiculturalism and classical education that were thought to be driven off college campuses.  

· YWC stands alone in challenging the dogmatic left-wing orthodoxy of American higher education.” 

Preserving Western Civilization Conference
· We believe that America’s Judeo-Christian heritage and European identity must be defended.

· Today, our glorious Western civilization is under assault from many directions. Three such threats will be discussed at this conference. 

· 注意看他們認為哪些人製造了哪樣的危機，請記得，這是美國脈絡的思考
認為三種它者帶來危機

· First, the massive influx to the United States and Europe of Third-World immigrants who do not share our fundamental political and cultural values. 

· Second, the threat from Islam, a militant ideology that is hostile to our society and, in principle, committed to destroying it. 

· Third, because of the persistent disappointing performance of blacks (which many whites mistakenly blame on themselves) many whites have guilt feelings that undermine Western morale and deter us from dealing sensibly with the other threats. 

Reading the above

· “Western civilization” is a contested area, perceived as the essence of what makes up US superiority and power.

· The urgency to preserve its prominence thus reflects a sense of crisis that follows the declining power of US.

· Any criticism of western civilization is then seen as an attack on the US .

右翼所批判的左翼實際上做了什麼
· Linking “western civilization” to colonialism, imperialism, false sense of superiority

· Exposing the violent roots of western civilization

· Showing western civilization as a concept of exclusion, privileging the stories of white males

· Insisting that other canons be added to the curriculum

A question of reproduction

· 1980s US campus debate over “World Literature” and “World History,” said to have been written mainly by “dead white European males” and thus do not represent the viewpoints of many others in contemporary societies around the world 注意脈絡：非白人男人異性戀學術已然興起興旺
· Debate over such canons has challenged the great works as the only works worthy of studying 當然主要辯論是針對女人和黑人作品的價值
Debates rage on

· 本來是great books-oriented教育，現在因為一整代新的、被激進運動洗禮過的學者進入學院，因而開始意識到經典教材的形成本身就有其歷史和政治，企圖改革而引發守成者的反擊
· 教訓：我們要理解圍繞西方文化的各種情緒、辯論、權力，不要盲目的接受被稱為偉大的事物，總要知道偉大是如何形成的，背後的歷史代價是什麼
那要不要乾脆不要學這些？
· 處理傳統觀念的方式不一定是蔑視或拋棄，畢竟，歷史應該作為充實自我的素材。
· 秦始皇暴政？那只描述了歷史的一面，而暴政之說往往是特定歷史時刻為了特定目的而推廣的說法。
· 不要簡化的dismiss，而要深刻的認識，豐富你的了解，更要學習創意的轉化使用
下週功課
· 主題：Reformation and changes in devotional life
· 閱讀不長，但要好好讀、好好想到底這一章在講什麼，改革了什麼，變了什麼，有什麼效應
· 上課有小考，open book，最好讀熟，找起來才快。以後小考、報告並行
小組報告
· 第一組：請簡介宗教改革reformation，誰發動，針對啥，結果怎樣
· 第二組：請簡介對抗宗教改革counter-reformation，誰發動，針對啥，結果怎樣
