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The philosophy of sex and its discontent: On
Goldman'’s “plain sex”

Yin-Bin Ning *

Abstract

Since the invention of sexuality as individual traits, inner self-expression
and social identity, sexuality and sex (a biological, physiological, anatomic
concept) are estranged, battled and sometimes entangled with each other, much
like the relation between gender and sex. From this perspective, this essay
explains the rise and fall of the philosophy of sex in the 70's, and in particular,
Allen Goldman's definition of sex as an effort to assert the purely biological
concept of sex (which he called “plain sex”) while warding off the influence of
sexuality on sex and sexual ethics. This essay ponders on the significance of
this return to plain sex in view of the global dominance of the western concept

of sexuality and its civilizing effects today.

Keywords: sexuality, philosophy of sex, civilizing, Allen Goldman
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