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Abstract

This essay begins with an introduction to the nanse (male beauty) novel of
late-Ming dynasty and then discusses whether the nanse was comparable to the
homosexual in the early modern of the West in terms of its collective
consciousness and identity, focusing on the “scientific” discourse that functioned
in the construction of homosexuality/nanse. This essay argues that the Chinese
god-demon-ghost-goblin stories initially serve as “scientific/mythological”
discourse (and later supplemented by naturalist enlightenment narratives) in
constructing the nanse identity. Furthermore, this essay maintains that the
practice of prostitution is the key to the forming of collective consciousness and
identity of nanse, rather than the topical performance of radical literati. In latter
sections of the essay, the prevalent evaluation of nanse from an egalitarian or
feminist viewpoint is criticized, and thereby this essay demonstrates the
difference between Chinese nanse and Western homosexual, both as historically
originated conceptual-systems. The essay ends with the outlook of nanse as a

new paradigm in recounting the same-sex phenomenon and its politics.
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