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12 Linus Lee, 2004, Translating Nie Zi (1983) into Crystal Boys (2003),F1 - K EE B2 3B THSC AT
fE+-# 2, p.83. LinusfyJF 35 * From the series Crystal Boy to its attendant off-screen events,
we see not only how homosexuality is reconfigured (through the exclusion of “deviant”
sexualities from homosexuality), but also how homophobia is reconfigured (through the
exclusion of homosexual sex practice from homosexuality) as well. In Crystal Boys, the
“deviant” sexualities (i.e. sex workers, sadomasochists, cross-generational lovers, and so on), like
the homosexual sex (practice), are turned into penumbrae, becoming the unseen/invisible.
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B+ 0 p.77  LinusfyJE/E : In the promotion activities of the gay film coming one year
after Crystal Boys, Formula 17, we see how a similar ideology works to demonize and condemn
homosexual sex or make it a spectacle. As a China Times article “Are Homosexuals Perverts (
[E 58 E AN 2 (2 557 %) "points out, the questions to these actors that play homosexual
characters center around “have you ever met any homosexuals who flirt with you?” To put it
precisely, “have you ever been harassed by homosexuals?” In response, the actors such as Yang
Youning and Duncan “speak with fervor about their experiences of being harassed [by gay men]
either in their work environment or in gyms. Accidentally, the sunny and joyful [gay]
characters that they have tried so hard to play in the film become accidentally the objects of their
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demonization outside the film,” or not so accidentally, if we take into account internalized fear of
gay sex (11 April 2004).
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' http://www.wretch.cc/album/show.php?i=newjazzman&b=26&f=1793250754&p=6 °
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‘Translation,” properly understood, is a special case of the arc of
communication which every successful speech-act closes within a
given language. The model ‘sender to receiver’ which represents
any semiological and semantic process is ontologically equivalent to
the model of ‘source-language to receptor-language’ used in the
theory of translation.'®
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'8 George Steiner, After Babel: Aspects of Language and Translation. (Shanghai: Shanghai
Foreign Language Education Press, 2001), p. 49.
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...... Neither tears nor the easing flush
Of eyebaths can unseat the speck

It sticks, and it has stuck a week

I wear the present itch for flesh,

Blind to what will be and what was.

I dream that I am Oedipus. ...... 2
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2! Sylvia Plath, “The Eye-mote,” in The colossus & other poems, (New York: Vintage Books,
1962), pp. 12-13.
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