2005: 3-30

“We now encounter the second fallacy -- ranking, or our propensity for ordering
complex variation as a gradual ascending scale....But ranking requires a
criterion for assigning all individuals to their proper status in the single series.
And what better criterion than an objective number?

‘Numbers suggest, constraint, and refute; they do not, by themselves, specify the
content of scientific theories. Theories are built upon the interpretation of
numbers, and interpreters are often trapped by their own rhetoric. They believe
in their own objectivity, and fail to discern the prejudice that |eads them to one
interpretation among many consistent with their numbers.’

(ARI)
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