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“One is climate change. Every year that would be a death toll even
greater than the one we would have in this pandemic,” the Microsoft
co-founder said. “Also, related to pandemics is something people don’t

like to talk about much, which is bioterrorism, that somebody who wants
to cause damage could engineer a virus. So that means the chance of
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running into this is more than just the naturally caused epidemics like the
current one.”
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The Lab-Leak Theory:
Inside the Fight to
)
Uncover COVID-19’s
Origins
In an internal memo obtained by Vanity Fair, Thomas
SN p— DiNanno, former acting assistant secretary of the State
JUNE 3, 2021 6:00 AM
Department’s Bureau of Arms Control, Verification,
and Compliance, wrote that staff from two bureaus, his
own and the Bureau of International Security and
Nonproliferation, “warned” leaders within his bureau
“not to pursue an investigation into the origin of
COVID-19” because it would “‘open a can of worms’ if it

continued.’

There are reasons to doubt the lab-leak hypothesis.

There is a long, well-documented history of natural

ILLUSTRATION BY MAX LOFFLER

spillovers leading to outbreaks, even when the initiai’
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UK: Daily new hospital admissions for COVID-19
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The Coronavirus Outbreak » Latest Updates  Maps and Cases  States Faling Bahind Vaccine Goals  Vaccine Maps  Vaccines and Childrs

Scientists Report Earliest Known Coronavirus
Infections in Five U.S. States

Blood drawn from nine people in the earliest days of the pandemic tested
positive for the infection. But some experts questioned the results.

tf © v = »

A coronavirus testing site in Somerville, Mass., on March 18, 2020. "Given the borrible state of testing, there was never
any doubt we were muisxing most early transmission,” said coe scientist

e By Apoorva Mandavilli

Jorw 15, 2021

When did the coronavirus arrive in the United States?

The first Infection was confirmed on Jan. 21, 2020, In a resident of Washington
State who had recently returned from Wuhan, China. Soon after, experts
concluded that the virus had been in the country for weeks.

A study published on Tuesday offers new evidence: Based on an analysis of blood
tests, scientists identified seven people in five states who may have been infected
well before the first confirmed cases In those states. The results suggest that the
virus may have been circulating in Illinols, for example, as early as Dec. 24, 2019,
although the first case in that state was confirmed a month later.

But the new study is flawed, some experts said: It did not adequately address the
possibility that the antibodies were to coronaviruses that cause common colds,

and the results could be a quirk of the tests used, In addition, the researche” « Aljg o=
did not have travel information for any of the patients, which might have helped

57

HEAR
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/15/health/coronavirus-usa-cases.html
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HUMANS

We Just Got More Evidence COVID-19 May
Have Spread in The US in December 2019

& Teimezoar T

The novel coronavirus may have already arrived in the US by late December
2019, adding to the evidence that the virus was already lurking here at least a
month before the country's first reported case, according to a new study.

HEAR
https://www.sciencealert.com/mounting-evidence-suggests-covid-19-was-spreadi
ng-in-the-us-by-december-2019
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It also comes after Taiwan announced on Friday that it will allow Terry Gou,

the billionaire founder of Taiwan’s Foxconn and semiconductor giant TSMC, to
negotiate on its behalf for COVID-19 vaccines.
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