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Abstract

The question of female sexual power and agency has been the focus of
feminist sex wars in the past decades. Based on conversations with active
sex workers in Taipei, the present paper explores the self-empowering dis-
courses and practices that some Taiwanese sex workers have forged out of
limited cultural resources barely available to them. These discourses and
practices not only help sex workers maintain better control of their work con-
dition, but also provide images of professionalism for the purpose of self pro-
tection from physical harm and social defamation. As sex workers empower
themselves with such performative acts, the newly engendered discourses and
practices also rewrite women’s relation to sexuality as well as the cultural
imaginary of sex work. The articulation of self-empowerment and image of
professionalism thus serves as an important locus for understanding the strug-
gle of Taiwanese sex workers.
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