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Abstract

Starting from the intersecting problematics of the effects of Cold-War and
Colonialism, this essays attempts to argue that the convolution of these two
historical-structural forces overdetermines the characteristics of (violent)
modernity in Asia. In various national and social spaces, the dominant contra-
dictions and conflicts are results of the structural clashes. These two entan-
gled historical lines of forces produced and shaped local emotional structures
of feeling, which, in turn, has become the emotional (more than material) basis
for dominant political mobilization: ie. Ethnic politics and ethenic nationalism.
The clashes occur within the nation, within and among the sub-regions, and
even sadly within the family. The formation of the emotional structure of feel-
ing has rendered reconcilliations on all levels impossible, not to mention creat-
ing new conjuncture towards regional peace. In other words, to quest for
regional peace and reconcilliations on all levels and spaces, we could no longer
buy into the mainstream political practices, which have been a-historical and
purely ’self-interested’; instead, confronting historically shaped emotional
structure of feeling, on the psychoanalytic terrain, is a way to open up new
possibilities towards peace within the nation, and towards regional security
and peace.
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