English is not Phonetic

Always remember that English is not "phonetic". That means that we do not always say a word the same way that we spell it.

Some words can have the same spelling but different pronunciation, for example:

· I like to read [ri:d]. 

· I have read [red] that book.
· excuse:  Please excuse me while I think of an excuse. 

· polish:  Tell the Polish cleaners to polish the floor. 

· minute:  The button was so minute that it was a minute before I found it. 

· wind:  Hopefully the wind will be strong enough to wind the windmill. 

· record:  It's the referee's job to record the new world record. 
· address:  He gave away his address in his keynote address.
· bow:  With the bow still in her hair, she bowed to the judges.

· close:  She was close to the door so she got up and closed it.

· desert:  While he was in the desert, his wife deserted him.

· present:  They presented the present to the chairman.
Some words have different spelling but the same pronunciation, for example:

· I have read [red] that book. 

· My favourite colour is red [red].
· Capitol, capital 

· Czech, check/cheque 

· Chile, chilly/chilli 

· Greece, grease 

· Hungary, hungry 

· Nice, niece 

· Pole, poll 

· Rome, roam 

· Sikh, seek 

· Thai, tie 

· Wales, whales 
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