Vehicle Modification
In modern society, with the rapid rise of freedom and liberalism, people seem to have won their rights to freedom, including the freedom of body, publication, opinion, and so on.  If that is the case, then how could the freedom of modifying vehicles be confined?
The motivation behind vehicle modification can be generally described as two.   One is for artistic effect, the other is for advanced functions.  The first one is often carried out in special visual creations.  Just like fashion in our outfits, vehicle owners often do some spraying or changing of the fuselages to make their vehicles unique.  By demonstrating their creativity, they hope their vehicle could stand out from others.  It’s another way of artistic expression, or a kind of self-identity.  This creative spirit should be praised and appreciated.  The other motive of modifying vehicles is to change or even upgrade the functions of vehicles.  For example, the refits of cylinder diameters account for the most common form of modifying in locomotives.  They change the bores of the cylinders so as to run faster than before, or simply for the pleasant sensation of galloping with the wind.  Some people also change the headlights into LEDs so as to reduce the power consumption.  It’s another way of economizing on energy.  Of course, all of these must be executed within the confines of existing regulations.  For example, you must not exceed the speed limit; you shouldn’t use lights that may be uncomfortable for the eyes of other drivers or it may cause traffic accidents; you shouldn’t make your engines or horns louder than the noise level allowed; you should not violate public order, disturb the peace, and so on. 
Even if you abide by the law, the government still stipulates that modified vehicles can be bought, sold, but can’t be on the road.  It’s just like you can sew your clothes exquisitely but you can’t wear them!  What’s more, the vehicles are available only in select companies, such as RPM, MSP, RRGS, KOSO and so on, which are given special permission by the government.  The problem is that such vehicles are sold at enormous prices that are beyond the reach of common people.  Perhaps that’s why vehicle modification is so popular in the underground where it is much cheaper.  Recently there have been many exhibitions of modified vehicles, the most famous shows being SEMA, ESSEN and AutoSalon.  It is obvious that modification is also in vogue abroad, and foreign governments are showing concern too!  So why couldn’t it be more available in Taiwan?  The market of component modification in Taiwan is already immense.  Our government can pay more attention to developing the prosperous modification market to promote economic development.  From the viewpoint of economic benefits, these “subterranean” and “illegal” opportunities of commerce in the modification market are quite promising. 

People who modify vehicles are not equal to hooligans or ruffians, nor speed clans, yet they have often been regarded as bad guys by the press as well as the public.  As vehicle modification develops into an international trend and an economic opportunity, the government should really consider giving its people more room and more freedom.  

