Misdirected Compassion
A swarthy and emaciated man was lying and shivering on the muddy roadside across from my house.  On this typically chilly winter morning, he was wearing only ragged clothes and short pants covered with patches.  Crippled with disabilities in his legs, he was obviously a beggar.  It seemed that he must have a strange odor about him and maybe even fleas in his smelly hair.  He totally fit my idea of a beggar.   Sometime he would make pitiable sobs as people walked by.   Many passed with indifference, eyes staring ahead, while others threw coins into his red plastic donation box.  After begging for a whole day, it was time to go.  He looked around carefully and suddenly stood up.  Packing up the red plastic box swiftly, hugging it tightly in his arms, he walked away, leaving me shocked with disbelief across the street.  It is incidents like this that complicated my feelings for beggars. 
We may presume that no one would choose to beg if he could still earn a living by his own labor.  He could do the simple work of recycling for money and contribute to the environment, instead of crawling on the ground like a caterpillar begging for other people’s mercy.  Yet obviously there are those who perform these acts to take advantage of people’s sense of sympathy and charity; the case across from my house was an obvious example.  That is also why I am opposed to giving money to vagrants, including the physically challenged.  You can only help them solve the problem of finding today’s dinner; your charity will not support them in finding tomorrow’s breakfast.  In other words, aids are always short-termed and temporary.  What these people need is a stable financial resource, earned by themselves in whatever form they can offer.  In fact, our compassion may become obstructions on their way of learning to live on their own independently.  Donating money to them would only deter their determination to find an honest job.  
It is the duty of our government to help those who lack professional skills in getting and keeping jobs in this society.  Vocational training centers should be set up to provide free training in basic skills.  Nowadays, there are plenty of jobless middle-aged men who need to go through career change in order to find a new livelihood.  The government has issued unemployment welfare to help them, but the more constructive way is to help them plan for a new life goal.

Social problems cannot be solved by our kindness alone.  What’s more, I have heard that some cool-blooded bad men would form criminal gangs and abuse the public’s sympathy by deliberately creating some tragedies.  For example, they may kidnap children and snap the children’s leg tendons or hurt their vocal cords in order to make the kids become disabled.  Then the children were forced to beg money in the street corner.  The Oscar-winning movie “Slumdog Millionaire” also described similar conditions in India.  We mustn’t encourage such cruelty, laziness, deception and crime through our misplaced compassion, or it may lead to disastrous consequences.  If you still want to help the unfortunate financially, you might want to ask them to take out their handicap certificate.  But I would rather donate my money to more reliable charities to make sure the money is being used wisely. 
The real solution to poverty is not to donate money to the poor but to create a sound welfare system.  Not only can it decrease the number of beggars but also improve the image of Taiwan.  We need to use our compassion properly.  Refusing to give money to the beggar may be an act of helping him. 
