Unpopular views－BL comics help people become more open-minded
The first time I came across the term “boy’s love” was in junior high school while I was chatting with my friends.  We were talking about our favorite comic books.  “I enjoy reading comics about BL,” Helen said.  Strangely, some of the girls’ facial expressions became really weird.  The mixture of embarrassment, disdain, and uneasiness was obvious.  Some of them started to look aside or pretended to ignore what Helen said. 
A few days later, I asked Helen about the strange term.  “BL is boy’s love for short.  Well, it describes the relationship between males from the point of view of women.  And most of the figures are boys in adolescence.  These stories are filled with the atmosphere of disquiet, ambiguity or melancholy, which is what I appreciate most in this kind of plot,” Helen told me.  Out of curiosity, I also asked my friends the reasons why they looked down upon BL comics.  Their responses were surprising.  “I am afraid to read that kind of plot.  It’s disgusting, somehow.”  “Don’t you know that BL comics are full of obscene scenes?”  “Good girls should not read books about BL.”  Every time I recall this incident, those girls’ faces kept growing larger while Helen’s expression became blurred.  Little did I know at the time that in those sentences lie the so-called stereotypes. 
    In our society, adults tend to think that children under the age of 18 should not read comics of an adult nature, BL comics included.  Somehow adults believe BL comics would corrupt children’s moral values and hurt our society.  In the interest of defending traditional moral principles, BL comics and many other comics are banned.
However, not all of the BL comics pursue sensory stimulus.  Many plots depict subtle feelings in implicit ways, representing pure love in a warm atmosphere.  It’s really hard to see the connection between BL comics focusing on pure emotion with those alarmist talks.  What more, it’s also a kind of innovation to put main characters’ images, personalities and relationship which used to exist in young girl’s comics into young boy’s comics.  This new idea could help to add spice to our society, stirring up people’s imagination and originality.
Besides, the creation of BL romance itself is quite significant in our social context.  The hegemony of male chauvinism and heterosexuality has led to masculine roles that often lean toward violence.  Yet BL comics present very different males who are tender and loving.  This will be quite helpful in creating a different conception of masculinity.  For girls, reading BL comics is a chance to fight against the hegemony which normalizes male gazes of the female body.  Through the comics, an outlet is provided for repressed female sexual desires that can now openly appreciate amazingly handsome or beautiful images of males in the comics.  In that sense, BL comics constitute a significant subculture which announces an opposing view toward the society. 
Some people might say that BL brings wrong concepts about gender and that girls might be influenced and become lesbians.  But the truth is, there is no proof that women who read BL would develop the tendency of gayness.  The plot in BL tends to be obviously different from gayness in reality.  And authors create those love stories between males to extol a kind of taboo love beyond gender, rank, even flesh and bone.  And most of the plot elements, such as selfless sacrifice, are adorned with quite literary descriptions.  Even if readers project their sexual desires toward one of the main characters, there is no danger of confusion with real life.  The apparent physiological difference between the two genders would keep female readers in a safe distance.  If there is anything at all, BL readers tend to feel more sympathy and hold less discrimination toward gayness.  In short, BL is a kind of work that creates innovation and provides outlet for females which need more open-mindedness to appreciate everything; further, it helps people to face issues about gay people in a positive attitude.  
Several years later, some of my classmates have also become BL lovers.  When I asked my roommates their opinions toward BL comics, I am glad to hear one of them said “cool.”  That means we have won more tolerance and respect toward a different point of view.
