Street Dance Doesn’t Make Youth Decadent

I had several friends who started dancing in high school.  Their school had an unwritten custom that every member of the dance club would spontaneously follow.  That is, they would seize every single minute of their leisure time to practice together over and over everyday after school, and every weekend.  Their hard work made them all not only skillful dancers but also very famous amongst high school dance clubs.  Their fame was so high that whenever there were dance parties or events being held, they would receive countless invitations to put on a show.  What’s more, they always won places at every group dance competition they participated in, even the championship in a nationwide high school dance competition.  The most unbelievable thing was that their grades were always better than average, and they were students in the best high school in Taipei – Chien-Kuo senior high.  How is that possible?  How does a student keep good grades and great dancing together? 

Once I chatted with a friend of mine from Chien-Kuo street dance club about his feelings for street dance.  He told me that before he got involved in street dance, he was a so-called good student in the eyes of his peers, teachers, and parents; but he considered himself a nerd.  He always felt a keen desire to join other classmates in discussing the newest game, the funny parts of TV shows the night before, or some upcoming new movies.  However, he just could not, because he had been denied access to such information by his parents; the only thing allowed into his life was studying.  He felt left out and lonely, so he compensated that with a sense of conceitedness that came from diligent studies and good grades.  Still, it brought him neither happiness nor friends. 

When he got into high school, he happened to see the school dance club perform, and he decided to join it right away because he wanted a different life.  Naturally, his parents disapproved.  They told him that as a high school student, the first priority was to get well-prepared for college which could be very influential for his future, learning street dance would be a total waste of time, and they didn’t want him to be a useless person.  Despite such frustration, his decision to dance was firm.  He not only joined the school dance club but also started saving money from his allowances and secret part-time work so as to earn extra money to go to a dance studio.    
As expected with any rookie, he danced like a physically challenged person in the beginning.  But he enjoyed his discordant body moves, the music, and the time he practiced with other members--- who had lately become best friends ever to him.  With his hard work, he improved immensely and even became one of the freshmen to put on shows with the juniors.  It was really amazing.  People could hardly tell that just six months ago, he was the nerdiest boy on campus.  Moreover, after seeing their son’s outstanding performance in both dancing and school grades, his parents began to reflect on the way they used to educate him and no longer denied him access to entertainment.  
Because of street dance, every thing was changed.  He won total freedom from his parents, made a dozen of profound friends, and was no longer the outsider.  For the first time in his life, he understood how wonderful it was to be free and to have friends.  In addition to freedom and making new friends, he learned how to appreciate other people’s dancing which made him realize what an arrogant person he used to be.  Furthermore, dancing also broadened his horizon.  He met many who were all good dancers and successful people from all walks of life.  From them, he learned things he could never have learned in school.  They not only shared their life attitudes and experiences with him just like friends, but also helped him learn to work hard and dance hard at the same time.  His grades did not suffer from his devotion to dance; instead, they now had substance and content as he matured in every way.
When adults talk about street dance, they usually associate dancing with delinquency or reluctance to study.  But my friend’s case proves that you could be a top dancer and a top student at a top school all at once.  Street dance could be not only an interest or amusement, but also the motive force behind progress and a desire for life. 
