The Ballroom Dance
羚奕
The air is pervaded with a tranquil humbling which makes the darkness dark as lacquer, providing the effect of mystique.  The curtain rises slowly.  Suddenly, a spotlight illuminates the stage, breaking the ice of the dumb silence.  There stand a couple whom we have been waiting for.  Along with the start of continuous speed turns are numerous exclaims of admiration.  With clasped fingers and eyes casting affectionate glances of love, they embrace and spin like the cyclone, which whirls into a storm of profoundly affecting performance.  The smooth, satiny silk stockings that hug the woman’s legs and her snap placket hide the lines of her beauty, which makes the woman look all the more feminine.  The big-V-style vest sets in relief the shapes of the man’s pectoral muscle, which makes the man look all the more masculine.  They tense up their muscles and twist their bodies to reach every action.  They are ballroom dancers, the vivid artwork of a man and a woman.  
 The ballroom dance consists of dance styles that feature couples dancing, rather than group dancing or solo dancing in pop-dance.  The female dancer and the male dancer work as vertical and horizontal lines weaving a beautiful pattern with their bodies and moves.  The ballroom dance is well-known as an interactive dance.  A dance teacher once said, “In Paso(鬥牛舞), the man plays the role of the bullfighter; while the woman plays the damask for forcados (鬥牛士) to wave.”  That means, in Paso, the two dancers must work closely with each other, the same as the damasks with the forcados.  Some beautiful and elegant actions can’t be performed by one person only; serial spins have to be carried out with two expert dancers having trained together for a long time to help each other speed up the turning.  Men are especially important for such dances because their role is to lift and spin women in dances; they have to lead in all the moves, putting the female dancer precisely where she is supposed to go in order to do exactly what she is supposed to do at that spot.  It’s a dance of precision. 
In addition, emotion is essential in such dances.  Some dancers often say, “No matter how masterful your dance skills are, if you don’t indulge yourself in the dance, the dance would not be a dance.”  There are so many dance styles in Ballroom, such as Cha-Cha, Tango, Paso, Rumba, Samba and so on.  All of them call for strong emotions in order to color the performances.  But, again, it is hard to create the atmosphere on one’s own, because you need a partner to respond to your emotions.  Take Rumba for instance, it is a typical type of deep-feeling dancing.  Rumba dance is like falling in love with each other.  If you don’t put some emotions into it, it would look very mechanical and cold.  Yet, if the two parties can work together and show their emotions for each other, it would be a perfect dance.
The performance is nearly ended.  It is time for the ending pose.  Suddenly, the male dancer lifts up the female dancer and turns around for a while, then stops with the female dancer on his shoulder.  For the time being, I seem to see them forming a pair of wings fluttering on stage; one cannot be complete without the other.

