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Pietà, a sculpture by Michelangelo was completed under the ideology of humanism in the time of Renaissance.  It shows us an image of Mary that was closer to an ordinary mother mourning her dead child.  At first glance of this sculpture, we were surrounded by  silent but sorrowful feelings as if the kind mother had been sitting there for hundreds of years mourning the death of her son.  Although we could not detect any specific expression on her face, her silent, fixed look on Jesus and the latter’s thin body naturally create a feeling of pity among us viewers. 

As a work of the humanistic spirit, the sculpture joined realism, expressed in the flowing robes and better-proportioned characters typical of the fourteenth century, and the search for solidity and reality in the late fourteenth century, with the gracefulness of artistic works of later periods.  However, this realism style did not extend to the emotions, and the figures retain a sense a serene dignity independent of the vigor or violence of their actions.  In the Renaissance period, the techniques connected with ancient Greece and Rome, and the implements and conventions, would merge into a seamless whole.   But the spirit of Renaissance was more pictorial. 

It is noteworthy that the flowing clothes, and the elegant poise, Mary’s youthful appearance, and the serene expression on her face all enhance the chaste image of the virgin Mother.  As she held her son, Jesus, it was apparent that she was not only a virgin mother, but also a melancholic mother feeling extremely sorrowful toward her dear child.  A silent, grieving, and elegant atmosphere surrounds this sculpture.  The real meaning is beyond description.  You can appreciate the beauty of Pietà only by your attentive mind. 

