Joyce
An analysis of “Failure-to-Launch Woman”
The film The Reader depicts a May-December love affair that has caused a great sensation recently in Taiwan.  This phenomenon makes me think of a news event a few years ago which featured another couple, 56-year-old Lily and 18-year-old Shiau-jeng.  At that time, May-December love became a topical subject; however, people in Taiwan consider it totally ridiculous.  Whether the character in The Reader or Lily, their affairs with much younger men always lead to controversy.  “Age” seems to be the key issue here as it plays an important role in women’s lives!  The present essay will discuss the most popular serial in recent Taiwan- “Failure to Launch Woman.”  The soap opera focuses on the feelings and experiences of a 32-year-old woman, and this paper will analyze how age “affects” women’ life.
In Japan, a woman who is over 30 years old and has not married yet is called a “failure to launch woman.”  This means this “old” woman is the loser in the society because she is still single.  In the serial, the 32-year-old woman is busy in arranged dating because she is tired of the jeer from her friends and the stress from her mother.  Obviously, the character is eager for marriage merely because she wants to fullfil the expectations of the people around her.  If you are old enough, you should marry; if you are still single, it must be your mistake.  “Over 30 yeas old” means you are too old and no longer lovely and healthy.   The age of woman becomes a mark which equals the value of the woman.  This value may affect whether you can marry or not.   The older you are, and the smaller chance you can marry.  The traditional idea is that only a woman who is married and relies on her husband can have real happiness.  In order to gain that happiness, a woman has to marry—as soon as possible!
Age is the key to a woman’s happiness in another way, and it has to do with whether she marries an older man or a younger man.  In the serial, the main character is confused about which man she should marry.  It is probably more wonderful if she choose the older man who is rich and mature.  In contrast, choosing the younger one may cause many problems, and the top one is the reproach from society.  According to the Nielsen Ratings, the rate soars when the actress has a great relationship with an older man.  When the plot turns to the opposite direction, the rate plummets.  That is to say, most of people in Taiwan still accept the concept that a woman should marry a man older than herself.  We are usually suspicious of the authenticity of the love between the couple when the woman is older than the man.  For a woman who is older usually means that she has stable social position and financial capability; she no longer needs to be protected and cared for.  Because of this, if an older woman has a younger boyfriend, people will associate their relationship with a business deal, not true love.  In addition, in the traditional society, the male should hold the power in the family, and this idea strengthens the stereotype that a husband should be older than his wife.  What an interesting logic!  Which man the actress should marry depends on nothing else but her “age”!

The serial shows that the age of a woman decides her life.  As a female, our value and life should depend on our age?  Is this the way things are?  The soap opera not only narrates how age “affects” a woman’s decisions but tells us how age “restricts” a woman’s life.  
