Autobiography 
Personal Background

I was born on September 15, 1986 in Taipei.  My father is a retired Taipei Metro government civil servant and my mother is a teacher at Zhongxiao Junior High School.  I have a younger brother who is now a sophomore in National Taiwan University.  My mom has been an influential figure in my life.  Being a fully experienced language teacher, she has always helped me figure out language-related problems in my learning or occasional tutoring.  And that sparked my interest in pursuing a career in language teaching, be it teaching English to Chinese students or teaching Chinese to foreign learners.

Because of an exchange program in my elementary school in 1997 when I was a fifth grader, I got an opportunity to spend a year in Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School, Champaign, IL, U.S.A.  The school had students from almost fifty different countries and provided the best place to observe cultural differences and practice cross-cultural communication.  I also got to participate in the 4-H memorial summer camp and Girl Scout, which exposed me to more cultural diversities than I could ever dream of. 

My college years at National Central University are both rewarding and stimulating.  The courses offered by the English Department enhance both my ability and my knowledge in academic subjects.  Courses such as Intro. To Western Literature, English Literature and Literature Criticism cultivated my appreciation for literature and build a solid ground in academic studies.  Other courses, such as Sociology, Introduction to Cultural Studies, and a graduate course in Globalization and Cultural Re-Alignment, presented ways to analyze meanings and differences in views.  I have always had a strong interest in understanding the difference and meaning behind cultures, for it brings more depth into Chinese teaching. 
Extracurricular Activities

Aside from building a solid ground in academic field, I am also very active in participating in extracurricular activities.  During the summer of 2007, I applied for a job as a teaching assistant in Pu-tia English Summer Camp in Taiwan.  I assisted American and Canadian teachers in organizing class activities such as English song teaching, lesson related games and drama performance for the month long summer camp.  The experience enhanced my ability in communicating and coordinating with teachers and fellow teaching assistants by attending team meetings with teachers and other assistants to discuss and coordinate lesson plans and student curricular activities.
During my college years, I also had some international experiences.  In 2008, I had the opportunity to aid the International Student Chinese Drama performance as an assistant in which I collaborated with international students from Haiti, Vietnam and America in drafting scripts and arranging rehearsals.  I also worked on their pronunciation, phrase learning, and oral practice, which has greatly enhanced my understanding about teaching Chinese to foreign students.  In the summer of the same year, I was chosen to take part in Sayling Wen Cultural & Educational Foundation‘s “Town and Talent” project as a volunteer English teacher.  The project was held in Zhangyi Middle School in the remote Ningxia Province of China.  Along with other 19 students, we planned a six-day English program which included English teaching and afternoon activities.  During the preparation, I not only brainstormed with fellow team mates but also consulted with my mom about the method of creating lesson plans, preparing teaching materials and conducting one-on-one consultation after class.  In the end, I was able to teach a class of 30 students on my own and learned valuable hands-on experience from planning to conducting a well-organized class.
Currently, I am a Chinese tutor for an Indonesian graduate student in the English Department.  During the process of teaching, I am able to apply into practical usage the techniques that I have learned from Interdisciplinary Program of Teaching Chinese as a Second Language.  By preparing ahead of the class and inquiring the student about class path, I am able to understand the student’s language proficiency and her needs so as to better arrange my teaching to enhance the language ability of the student.  
I believe a sensitivity in understanding culture diversity and the practical experiences of languages teaching will enable me to conduct an efficient class and learn further in the field of Chinese teaching.  
