Statement of Purpose

  I was born on a warm March day in Taiwan, an island well known for its multi-cultural society with at least 13 different ethnic groups.  The island was recently recognized as the “Homeland of the Austronesian” as indicated by some evidences.  The abundance of Taiwan’s aboriginal resources and its importance for world history introduced me to the Austronesian and the field of Anthropology.
    My mother once took me, then a fourth grader, to an exhibition held in the Ketagalan Culture Center in Taipei.  On display was cultural materials of “one” of Taiwan’s aboriginal tribes called “Pepo” (The Plains Aboriginals).  I was fascinated by the exhibition and started doing more research about Pepo on my own.  I found a new word that I never heard before but sounded very interesting－ Anthropology. Though at that time I knew very little about the “Pepo” and Anthropology, I wrote down Anthropology as my career goal.       

    Such a choice of career goal was to prove difficult for me.  To begin with, anthropology is not a flourishing field in Taiwan as it is in America or in Europe, so studying Anthropology does not seem to be a practical choice.  I understood employment would be difficult after graduation, so I chose to major in English.  At least I could better my command of English so that I could read more relevant books and perhaps in the future I could go abroad to study anthropology on the graduate level.  I began reading introductory books on my own during one of my winter vacations.  And the more I read, the more questions I had, and I went on to read more. 
    I may be an English major but fortunately the department I come from is quite unique in Taiwan.  For in our English Literature and Shakespeare courses, for example, our teachers would refer to theories in Anthropology to help us understand the text.  In one course, we read the “Primitive Exchange” and “Reciprocity” written by Marshall Sahlins.  Our teacher asks us to use that theory to discuss how rank and status related to investment and reward in “Titus Andronicus” and “Timon of Athens.” In another course when we read Wide Sargasso Sea, our teacher would introduce us to kinship theory.  In all these courses, anthropology proves to be an integral part of our learning.    
    The experiences in NCU English Department also broadened my horizon.  Our department is famous for its specialization on studies of sexuality and cultural studies.  We are taught to have more respect for people who are different from us in gender, sexual identity, class, and ages, not to mention culture.  And “difference” is just the subject of Anthropology as anthropologists work against prejudice, stereotypes, and discrimination.            
    My interest in anthropology began with the Pepo, and I hope to return to Pepo as my main focus of study at your distinguished graduate school.
