Autobiography
I was born in Taiwan to an artist family.  My parents, though artists themselves, have always emphasized the values of self-discipline as well as self-determination, so I was brought up that way too.
     To get a headstart in English, I was sent to an English cram school for children at the age of 8.  The school provided mostly fun and games without much pressure, so I enjoyed it very much.  Through this experience, I found I had an aptitude for English.  My parents were quite happy to see that, and I learned English well.  In high school, I entered a special class concentrating on language training.  English grew to be an important part of my life.  When it was time to choose a major for my university training, I naturally chose English. 
     I chose English as my major because I hoped it would help me achieve one important dream I have always had--to be a tour guide.  I took a trip to Japan in 2000.  The guide for my group was a top-notch tour guide: he speaks Japanese very well and he is very bright.  Most importantly, he has a great talent in satisfying all of our needs.  I think that trip was a precious experience not only because of the sights we saw but also because of what I saw in him as a tour guide.  I wanted to become a tour guide too, and I thought English would be my ticket into the field.
     I soon discovered that the English department was not what I had in mind.  I could not understand why we were studying subjects such as western civilization and western literature.  I had a hard time identifying with the courses and thought I had come to the wrong place to fulfill my dream.  But gradually I began to appreciate the courses, for they showed me the world in different lights and I was beginning to learn more things outside of Taiwan.  This is exactly what a tour guide needs in order to do his job well: to help others learn about foreign lands and foreign cultures.  If I’m going to chat to my clients about strange lands, I’d better acquire as much information as I could.  Since then, I have truly enjoyed my learning here.
     To achieve my goal, I am also studying French as another foreign language because I can expand my world view and capacity if I know more languages.  After graduating, I plan to finish the state compulsory military serve in one year and then study abroad, majoring in Hotel Management.  I think I can learn precious lessons from studying this related subject.  Eventually, becoming a competent tour guide will no longer just be a dream.

