Autobiography

I was brought up in Yung-Ho, the most crowded city in Taiwan.  Both of my parents are civil servants and applied strict discipline to their children while teaching us to keep a sense of curiosity for the world.  To cultivate my expertise in music, my mom hired a piano teacher when I began elementary school.  Since then, I might still be somewhat shy and insecure in school, yet the contact with music gradually broadened my horizon to see the world with confidence.
With the musicality accumulated from years of exertion in the piano, I joined the Wind Band School Club as a trainee clarinet player when I got to junior high.  Two years of club experience not only gave me the motivation to learn more instruments including the flute and the saxophone, but also provided me with ample experiences to work with others.  I realized how important it is to polish myself in order to create the best performance, and while doing it, I made a lot of friends with whom to grow together.  Mostly importantly, I gradually overcame the timidity that had held me back; I realized that there is more than one thing I could do and I would try my best to do it well.
Despite the pursuit of my own interest in music, I have never allowed my school work to fall behind; and all this time, I kept searching for more things that would interest me.  I began to draw both comics and formal paintings to entertain myself, write short stories to record my feelings, watch domestic movies to see the creativity in this island, and attend international book exhibitions to buy discount books, etc.  I once believed that this was how I would live my life, until in my second year in high school I met a teacher who changed my life.  My English teacher, Shin-Gin, was an excellent teacher.  She made learning English so interesting and stimulating that I decided to explore this interesting language, and that’s how I ended up in the English department rather than some music department.  
To my surprise, the cultural issues and film analysis that were talked about in my classes raised me up to another level of thinking.  In addition to literature, I discovered that there were many things I had never thought much about.  I became more and more devoted to the courses taught at NCU English department.  In the gender studies course, I learned about power, freedom, and discrimination and began speaking up in my own blog for those who are deprived of the rights they deserve.  I have also taken many film-related classes since my sophomore year.  This was the first time I noticed the mise-en-scene and how it doubles the power of the image which conveys different messages in relation to the movie grammar and the way the camera imitates our eyes and mind in looking at things.  It was also the first time that I learned to think beyond the story on the screen and think about how the cut, the camera position, and the acting tell the character’s emotion, give the audience pressure, or control the tempo of the film.  And as such learning fascinated me, I was beginning to strike a balance between my interests and my schoolwork.
Extra-curricular activities on campus gave me another channel to practice what I have learned.  I wrote songs with an audio editing software and learned to play the guitar as my newest form of entertainment.  I took part in almost every volunteer activity held by the department.  Although at the beginning my lack of time management skills hurt my grades a bit, I learned to live by a strict schedule and my grades came up again.  I was the chief organizer of the English song context in the annual cultural festival on campus in 2007, a counselor in the English camp for high school students in 2008, and the chief editor of the department’s annual publication in 2009.  The more responsibilities I take up, the more satisfaction I got when all the jobs I’ve done brought me a professional reputation.
I am always willing to learn when something catches my interest.  I am trying to perform my part well, but it takes time to reach perfection.  I don’t know what will catch my attention next, but I am not waiting.  That’s why I am applying for this position and I hope I can be of service to you.
