I was born and raised in Taipei, the capital of Taiwan; I went to kindergarten, elementary school, middle school and also high school there.  Though now I go to university in Jhongli I still come back to Taipei every weekend to see my parents and my friends.  Taipei is a convenient city to live in and, in the age of information explosion, you will never fall behind other people if you make good use of what the city offers.
My parents are kind of traditional and conservative, but they taught me how to look at things from different aspects of life.  They always respect my decision even if it is often not what they expect.  In my teenage years, I was kind of impetuous and rebellious, but my parents never lost their temper in handling my ignorance.  Once, I was quite mad at my teacher and talked back to her; she called my parents and told them how rude I was.  My parents didn’t blame me for that; instead, in a tolerant manner they told me, “Just remember you’re responsible for yourself.”  Those words changed me.  I think more than twice before I decide anything now, especially a decision which would affect others.  I care about others’ feelings and I care about how they think of me or my behaviors. 
My scores on the entrance exams did not enable me to study in the best schools, but the most valuable lesson I learned from the preparations for the exams is--time management.  I didn’t give up other parts of my life just because I had to study hard; I still did sports, hung out with my friends and accompanied my family.  At the beginning, it was definitely not easy to keep all these things in order.  And studying was the part that was usually given up.  But then I thought of how hard my parents worked and what kind of person they expected me to be—a person who is responsible for himself—and I worked hard to figure out how to manage my time so that I would be responsible and become somebody I wouldn’t regret to be.  The results showed that I was not good at taking exams but I was satisfied with how I managed my time to cover each part of my life then: I didn’t get out of shape, I stayed in good contact with my friends, and I didn’t disappoint my parents too much on the results of the exams. 
When it was time to decide which professional skill to acquire in university, I chose to major in English.  There were two reasons: first, I was interested in American culture and also their language; I liked how it sounded.  The other was I believed it would be a useful skill for the job market.  At the English Department of NCU, I not only acquired a good command of English, but also recent developments in sexualities and cultural studies, which are the specialties of my department.  The most important thing I’ve learned from this unique nest of knowledge is to acknowledge and respect the differences between individuals and never take anything for granted before you have thought it over carefully.  This eventually enables me to come up with a more appropriate and thoughtful way to treat or get along with each individual I meet. 
I know I needed to learn many other skills through taking part in extracurricular activities, so I joined the basketball team of my department.  A few weeks later, I was made the new captain by the outgoing ex-captain.  I was really excited yet confused, because I wasn’t the best player in the team then, so I went to him for the reasons.  He told me that a captain of a team isn’t necessarily the best player, but he needs to pull everybody together and he thought I would do it well.  During the years that I served as captain, I found leadership calls for time management and people skills.  Fortunately, my experience of serving as the organizer of a lecture series on Broadway culture and films helped.  I realized if a leader doesn’t have good control over his team to make sure every single matter is done in time, he will fail whatever is in his hand.  And it is good communication and good schedule that makes a team work.
In the summer of 2008, I went to Alaska on a Work and Travel program to work in a freezing plant.  I was expecting a tough challenge and I knew this would be it.  At first, I was like anybody else there: cutting casing fish.  We worked six to twelve hours everyday, sometimes even eighteen to twenty hours if the stock was too large.  I must have done well because the Quality Controller made me her assistant.  My job changed; I must check the fish products hourly and supervise the works.  During these two months, I was trained to work long hours with concentration; my English was strengthened through communicating with not only Americans but also Polish, Turkish, Ukrainian workers, and I got to know people from everywhere in the world.  Before I left the job, my supervisor told me he hoped I would return the next year and that my presence had made his work much easier.  I felt it was the best compliment because it showed that I had achieved and obtained a lot in these two months. 
The job market has become more and more competitive because of the global economic recession.  However, through all the training and experiences, I feel I have the qualities demanded by the position of manager secretary.  I will glad to put my command of English, good time management, and smooth interpersonal skills at your service.  I hope I will be given that opportunity.  Thank you. 
