Cosmetic surgery

People think those who go for cosmetic surgery do it out of vanity.  Yet there are many who need it too because they had suffered damages to their appearances, such as burns or gunshot wounds.
It is not a shame to admit that you have had cosmetic surgery!  After all, to improve your appearance will make you more confident and that is helpful for your future.

Cosmetic surgery is a beneficial procedure for those who hope to improve their appearances.  But it sometimes causes an adverse effect called “Body Imperfection Phobia,” which indicates a psychological problem that consists of persistent dissatisfaction with one’s surgery results. 

As cosmetic surgery opens up the possibility of changing one’s appearance, it also undermines the credibility of appearance in interpersonal relationship.  Cosmetic surgery challenges the notion of recognizing people through their appearances, and it forces people to redefine what the essence of a person is so as to modify their interaction with others. 

Play safe when trying to achieve your beauty dream, for there hides a potential danger of side-effects or your own allergic reaction.  Once your investment brings you scars instead of smooth skin, this will be a lifelong regret. 
Cosmetic surgery benefits those who want to make themselves look good, especially those who suffer from facial damage or being burned.  Famous singer Selina is a good example because she now needs cosmetic surgery to regain confidence and live a normal life.  In this aspect, cosmetic surgery is necessary and beneficial.
Cosmetic surgery is not merely used for beautification or rejuvenation for those who want to improve their appearance.  It could also be used for those who have suffered damages from some accidents.

Cosmetic surgery has become a trend among not only women but also men.  People seek cosmetic surgery in order to fulfill their desired appearance or body.  Cosmetic surgery often reflects the set standards of beauty as advertisements display similar images of beauty, including big eyes and high noses.  In that sense, those who use cosmetic surgery to achieve unconventional beauties and unusual body shapes are the ones who really help promote a culture of diversity.

Shakespeare had mocked that women “make themselves another face God has given”, but nowadays, both men and women consider beauty an asset that holds valuable advantages.  Becoming beautiful by receiving cosmetic surgery is certainly one way to reach that goal.
Apparently, cosmetic surgery benefits people who couldn’t get confidence from their appearance.  But it also reveals the hidden problem that on many occasions, people instinctively determine and judge one’s value through one’s appearance.  No wonder the industry of cosmetic surgery is so prosperous in helping people make up for their congenital imperfection. 

On the surface, cosmetic surgery can be regarded as a set of beneficial procedure to improve one’s appearance.  However, it can also function to improve on one’s self-esteem and social identity, especially for the transgendered.  Cosmetic surgery is the only route for them to reach their true self.
Cosmetic surgery can not only be applied to people who want to be more beautiful but also people who suffer from all kind of damages to their appearance.  It can make the sufferers regain nearly original or even better appearance as well as lighten the psychological pain.  

When it comes to cosmetic surgery, people tend to think it is superficial.  However, it may be the only route to reaching one’s true self when transgenders are involved.  For example, if the gender of someone is male while he considers himself a female, he will need the surgery to become himself.

Some say that all men are created equal; but there is always inequality in our endowments for appearance.  In our era, cosmetic surgery plays the role of God to recreate new physical appearances that enable us to idealize our identities.  Michael Jackson and some transgender people are examples that reached beyond given boundaries with the help of cosmetic surgeries.

Cosmetic surgery not only changes the appearance of people but also changes their attitude toward life.  People who care about their looks would be more confident after the surgery, and even some people who change their gender would be on route to reaching their true selves.  Cosmetic surgery gives them a life different from their natural one.

Unemployment blues

Unemployment blues are felt not only by the unemployed but also by the still employed, who may have their jobs now but the high unemployment rate is making them anxious about becoming unemployed some time in the near future.

There is not only unemployment blues, but also employment blues!  Employed people will also feel they are on the edge of being fired! 

Unemployment blues not only happen to those who cannot find a job, but also people who worry about losing their jobs.  The unemployed indirectly become a great pressure for the employed, because high unemployment rate indicates the strong possibility of one losing one’s job easily.  As a result, how to equip oneself with multiple talents and professional skills is a crucial task for anyone who suffers from unemployment blues.

Unemployment blues not only affect the unemployed, but also dominate the lives of masses of students who are about to leave school.  Under rapid market change, students worry about the potential gap between school training and the job market.  The situation is worse for students who depend on student loans, which is a large burden, no less than that of a family for the middle-aged.

The pervading pressure caused by unemployment blues works on teenagers too as they plan for their future, forcing them to flock toward the so-called promising jobs instead of aspiring after their own interests. 

Unemployment blues casts shadows over the whole society, but actually, the predicament of those who are still employed is no better than that of the unemployed.  The fear of being fired pushes them to work harder and harder.
Under the pressure of high unemployment rate, there is not only unemployment blues but also employment blues.  Those who are still employed are anxious about being fired at any time, so they have to make more efforts to keep their jobs.

While many people are undergoing serious unemployment blues, worrying about where to find a job, the employed are also undergoing a severe process of self-reconstruction.  They overwork, study after work, fearing that they will be the next unemployed. 

Although it’s difficult to remove the unemployment blues, some people turn sadness into strength and rethink all the possibilities of life.  If people change their attitude, unemployment could be a stepping stone for them to search for other opportunities in life.  

Migrant workers who travel a long way to Taiwan carry the hope of earning more money than their jobs at home.  Yet the situation most of them are confronting is defective legislation and the government’s indifference when the factories shut down without any notice.  Unlike Taiwanese workers, migrant workers do not have control over their choice of jobs.  They either have to wait to be dispatched to other workplaces without being informed of any details, or ‘escape.’ 

Having a job means a person has made efforts and has the ability to afford his/her economic consumption.  A person who can take care of these things seems more likely to bring benefit instead of trouble to the whole community.  Those who cannot make it thus suffer from humiliation and the unemployment blues.
The pressure of unemployment blues has much to do with an inability to keep the family afloat, but the employment blues also burden the employed for they may be next in line to lose their jobs.

When unemployment blues are highly emphasized, people in employment will also develop worries and anxieties about possible lay-offs.  The employed will be under great pressure because they are aware that many people who are not employed would be eager to get their jobs.

If a man does not have a job, he would be blamed for laziness, unreliability, and uselessness.  So the cause of his unemployment blues is social pressure.  He is burdened by the general image of what a responsible and successful man should look like.

How do you fire one of the oldest employees who has assisted you for 20 years, the only financial source of their families, or the young guy who keeps saying he can change?  The decision to let someone go is not as easy as you think.  That’s why, aside from the unemployment blues, many bosses also need to go to the psychiatrists for the trepidation of firing their employees, ruining their friendship, and cutting off the support of their families.
Unemployment blues may be infectious although it is a mental disease.  Not only the one who lost his or her job would be depressed, also would other members of his/her family be affected by the fear of having more financial pressure on them.

Women smoking

Women smoke to relieve tension and stress too, but they receive harsh criticism for it.  Unlike men who smoke to express their masculinity, women who smoke are said to be corrupted.
Women smoking are seen as a sign of moral degradation, while men smoking are just pressure relief.  If our society emphasizes gender equality, shouldn’t we leave some space for women who smoke? 

In the 1950s, smoking was regarded as the right of all men while women who smoke were labeled sluts.  Then there was a movement that used the smoking issue to promote gender equality and gain autonomy for women.  The tobacco industries and their advertisements also linked women smoking with women’s economic independence and sexual attraction.

Smoking is a health issue for both men and women, but it is worth noting that women are additionally threatened by the harm smoking can cause during pregnancy.  This reflects the assumption that the offspring is more valuable than the mother, and the whole society is called upon to stand against women smoking. 

Regardless of possible gender biases in relation to smoking, I’m always wondering why people would risk their health for a brief moment of relief.
Women smoking have been condemned as immoral, yet there are some who can break this gender prejudice.  In fact, how a woman is received when she smokes depends on her status, the situation, and how the smoking is presented.  For example, in the film classic Roman Holiday Audrey Hepburn smokes elegantly and the smoking helps to build up her royal image.

Smoking used to be the privilege of men as they use it to demonstrate their masculinity.  But nowadays with more and more women getting into the habit of smoking, patriarchy seems to be losing its power to exclude women.

While women smoking have been romanticized by the cinema as a stylish self-expression that breaks through masculine privileges, most women who smoke in real lives are often denigrated as sexually indiscreet.  The articulation of smoking to sexual indiscretion reveals the stigma that is imposed on women who try to rebel against the social order and moral values.  This is most obvious in the case of marginalized bodies, such as those of the female sex workers.
Smoking is an approach women use to highlight their personalities and to show others that they can’t be tamed easily.  They try to break social taboos and discipline as they strive to be themselves.

Women smoking often leave impressions of impoliteness, nastiness, and vulgarity on people; however, smoking women often appear cool, independent and masculine on the screen too. 

In 1950s, after the movement for women’s suffrage at the end of the previous century, smoking was no longer the exclusive right of men.  With lively advertisement, the tobacco companies took advantage of women’s desire for freedom and presented sexual images of women smoking to attract more female customers. 

Women smoking present a sign of liberation, gender equality, and cool personality, plus economic independence and sexual attraction.  But it was mostly created by the tobacco industry and its advertising strategies.

Men’s smoking is considered a pressure relief and a symbol of power, while women’s smoking is referred to as a sign of moral erosion.

Modern society does not take the issue of women smoking in a negative way any more.  Influenced by western culture, if we see a picture of a woman smoking, she will be viewed as modern, powerful, and liberated.

Obedience is considered to be women’s virtue, which definitely does not include smoking.  Women smoking suggest the idea of breaking social taboos and reaching the status of self-awareness.  Women who are smoking are no longer subject to men; the only one they obey is themselves.

Women smoking symbolizes that they have ranged beyond the social boundary.  This action makes them seem more independent and intelligent, like men, especially the female authors and revolutionary.  However, not every smoking woman would be considered favorably; it depends on the position of this woman in the society.

Election madness

During election time, a certain madness sweeps across Taiwan where people use all kinds of smear campaigns against the competitors.  Unfortunately, this kind of tactics still gets votes.  
Taiwan has a famous election syndrome!  The election enthusiasts always go into pre-election manias and after-election depressions. 

Election madness is an interesting way for wise citizens to discover the true colors of candidates. Defamation and malicious rumors are the most common tricks that political rivals use against each other.  It is important for the electorate to think critically lest they should fall for the tricks of those cunning politicians.

Taiwanese election madness is fueled by polarization.  Politicians agitate the crowd by appealing to their discontent.  In the end, the candidates’ political views are rarely known, but emotional appeals prevail in the election.

It seems like people have gone mad when they care only about winning an election instead of caring about the people.  The candidates promise the people a better world but always end up a joke.
When people become too radical and go into extremes in an election, they would act madly. Election madness might even create discord within a society: it blinds people’s eyes, brothers become enemies, people hate others who support the other side.  Eventually, this madness calms down as the election ends.

With the spread of the mass media, people are easily influenced by the daily talk shows that work to polarize political positions.  And when it comes to election times, passions will rage and we have nothing but madness.
Taiwan has been praised as a successful example of democracy, for citizens seem to be madly active in participating in this ‘sacred’ activity.  However, it is only through the action of voting that people can indeed fulfill a sense of citizenship.  After the election, the winners take over political power and regard themselves as the spokespersons for the people, who will no longer have much platform to speak out their needs.

Election madness puts democracy on the spot.  People who strive for democracy believe it is the best political system that symbolizes progress and justice for human society.  But in fact, their madness during elections often turns out to be a regress and a rationalization for people’s irrationality.

Election madness is like a fever that is aroused by the candidates and political parties.  People who don’t think critically will easily get manipulated into doing propaganda work for candidates.

In a democratic country, all candidates strive for popularity by using all available means, so it’s difficult to restrain election madness even though it may contribute to social turbulence.  Every time the election day draws near, all the candidates become aggressive and would backstab their opponents in order to win people’s support.
Election is a means to achieve civil rights and social freedom.  However, the recent incident of candidate assassination, fueled by election madness, has forced people to face the possibility that we are falling back upon the uncivil age.

Election madness may be regarded as the citizens’ direct reaction and their devotion to the election, but actually it is deliberately created by the candidates and political parties to make people believe that they need to show their emotion and loyalty to save the country by casting their votes.

Why are certain citizens not able to take elections rationally and calmly?  For them, the candidates are not competitors to become public servants, but idols who can save them from miserable lives.  As a result, they would be willing to do anything crazy to support the candidates and beat against their rivals.

The aim of elections is to select representatives for the people.  However, if democracy is immature, the election could be turned into an assassination or even a massacre, which frequently happen in Africa and Asia.  Taiwan and Philippines had recently gone through election madness which involves factional struggles for power that resulted in flustered emotion of the masses.

Election madness has become more serious than before because of too much mass media.  24 hours news and some political discussion programs which are one-sided influence the public’s attitudes toward the election and teach them to take unreasonable actions. 

Eating out

Walk into any eating place near any university and you will meet with greasy food with lots of MSG, disposable tableware and filthy kitchens.  If eating out has become necessary, shouldn’t we try to improve its quality?
According to the LOHAS lifestyle, we should live in a healthy and self-sufficient way.  That means we should cook organic and natural foods for ourselves rather than eating out all the time!
Eating out has become the most economic choice for busy and lazy urban people who are unable and unwilling to cook.  But if you’re trying to manage your calorie intake and health conditions, eating out can be extremely challenging.  You have to watch out for high cholesterol foods such as fried, fat, and gravy sauced cuisine.

Eating out is beneficial for women, who can now spare the time spent on preparing for meals and use that toward their careers.  Still, our society insists on women learning how to cook before they get married.

Eating out can be an occasion to unite the family, for people can sit and eat and talk face to face, rather than being distracted by the TV shows or collecting the dishes after the meal.  It can be quality time for the whole family.

Eating out benefits those who don’t want to prepare the dishes and clean up the mess.  It also gives people more choices and more opportunities to taste various kinds of food.

Cooking used to be women’s domestic work, but as women left home to work as men do, their daily chores will have to be shared.  With the improvement of the family financial condition and the fatigue after work, eating out has become people’s best choice instead of cooking at home after a whole day’s work.

Because of the busy metropolitan life, people have less time eating at home, not to mention spending hours on cooking.  This has led to the dramatic growth of restaurants of diversified styles and price levels.  Not only are everyday meals taken over by the restaurants, even the most important Chinese New Year’s Eve dinner banquet is now prepared by restaurants as take-out dinners so that family members can enjoy the feast at home.  The meaning of ‘home’ is obviously changing as the domestic functions of the bourgeois family are outsourced.
Eating out obviously defies LOHAS which stands for a lifestyle of health and sustainability.  Yet most people nowadays cannot afford spending time and vigor to prepare all their meals properly; in the end, eating out becomes a way of life for many people.

Since human beings live in a quick-paced society, eating out has become a trend.  However, with the rise in health consciousness, people are seeking to have a more balanced diet and convenient stores are now even serving fresh fruits and vegetables.

People think eating at home would be economical; however, I think it is actually wasting both time and money in shopping, preparing, and cooking.  And there will always be left-over, while eating out can save all this time and allow you to eat your favorite dishes at anytime. 

While convenience and the pursuit of novelty may be the primary purposes of eating out, personal privacy and space can at the same time be exposed and shared in public by the places you choose, the people you eat with, the affair you do, and so on.

Eating out has become a trend.  People no longer spend time preparing their meals; they can spend money to enjoy the delicious dishes and high-class service offered by the restaurant.
The food does not really matter.  In fact, the most important element of a meal is not what is eaten, but who we are eating with.  We eat out to get along with friends, and even socialize with someone boring for the sake of our work.

While eating at home with one’s family is healthy and sweet, eating out enables us to experience different atmospheres other than home.  Some restaurants understand that our state of mood changes with the environment, so they come up with hot-air balloon diners where the clients can enjoy great views from the sky while eating a meal at the same time, or the igloo-based restaurant where customers have to eat with gloves on and so forth.  These marketing strategies successfully combine eating out with fun tours.

Eating out used to an enjoyment for people, but recently it has become not so positive.   As more people eat out because they work out of home, they are now thinking that eating at home with their family would be an enjoyment.

What worries men the most?

Most men, especially those who have become fathers, worry if they can support their families and be good models for their kids. 

Male infertility is a common disease nowadays and many men feel ashamed to admit that their children were born out of artificial insemination!
Things that bother men vary with their age. For example, teenagers worry about their image in the eyes of others.  For adult men, the biggest worries are personal finances and appearances.  In short, they also care about how others judge them although in a wider sense.  It’s interesting that what adult men worry about is simply an extension of their worries in teenage years. 

Manhood is what men are most concerned about.  In every social dimension--career, wealth, marriage, and sex--men are expected to fulfill certain gender-based expectations, which are supposed to prove their manhood, and the success or failure of such efforts directly affects their self-esteem.

Men always worry about the size of their penis, for it is a sign of their manhood that not only makes them “stand out” among men but “stand up” in front of the women.
Not masculine enough worries most men.  Long influenced by the traditional patriarchal system, men have to appear as powerful and strong in order to qualify as successors.  If they fail to do so, they would be condemned as useless.

A man worries about his achievement the most, because a man’s value is usually decided by how much he owns.  And it would affect how people look at him.  Hence, the more he owns, the higher he is placed.

Browsing through magazines, TV commercials, and billboards at the train stations, you cannot help but notice advertisements for male aphrodisiacs.  This phenomenon probably does not refer to a general decline of male sexual ability, but rather the social pressure for males to perform their sexual potency, which is considered to correlate to their construction of self-esteem.  No wonder women sometimes have to fake orgasm in order not to offend their boyfriends or husbands.

What men think most highly are authority, status and worship from others.  Any circumstance that might take these “treasures” away will worry men.  In a society where women are sharing the same job market, maybe capable women will worry men the most.

What worries men the most is their height.  Most men’s self-esteem is constructed upon their height; they feel less confident if they don’t reach the average height and are thus seen as less of a man.

My impression from the media is that middle-aged men get the strongest impact from economic recession and easily get the symptom of anxiety.  They suffer the pressure from loans and living expenses for their children and become anxious of being laid off.  It’s also difficult for them to strike a balance between their family and their jobs which may cause alienation in the family. 

What worries men can vary from appearance, weight, health, sexual problems, to job prospects; however, as the whole world is overwhelmed by unemployment blues, financial stability and job security have become top worries for men. 

What really worries men the most would be their performance on the job.  Society imposes great expectations on men.  If they do not have employment, make careers, and get possessions, they may be thought of as losers.  

Although modern society tolerates fuzzy gender, most men are still worried about masculinity.  ‘‘Be a man.’’  A man who has the quality of femininity would be described as weak and not well-respected.

From the ancient times, human society has had great expectations for men.  Men’s worries are often related to these expectations; they are concerned about their career, financial status and masculinity.  They are also expected to be in charge of protecting the country and the family.  If they failed to meet the needw of the society, they would receive harsh criticisms and are considered failures.

Men care about their achievement in work, and that is also the main source of their pressure.  Their family and friends all focus on how much they earn, and traditional society also judge a successful man by his fortune.  This has certainly created a lot of pressure on men.   

What worries women the most?

My observations show most married women who are merely home-makers worry about how to save some money aside for rainy day if something goes wrong with their marriage.

Are you still worrying about your small chest?  Cosmetic surgery can help you become confident in yourself! 

An online report shows that women worry about their body shape 252 times a week.  Are women skin-deep creatures who only care about their appearances?  But if you pay attention to how society puts stress on women’s looks, and how advertisements bombard women with warnings about their body shape, it is little wonder women have become so sensitive and attentive to their own bodies. 

This question presumes gender is an absolute category and directs us to consider the worries of human beings based on their genders.  However, human beings actually share similar worries, as they are affected by the same environment and the same social crisis.

Women worry that they worry too much, yet they just can’t stop worrying.                                                                   

Most women worry that one day desserts would disappear.  Sweet foods are appealing to most women, yet a growing health consciousness is making it difficult for them to enjoy the sweets.
What worries women the most is that they are too independent to attract men.  Women nowadays are different from the old days when men work and women do house work.  Instead, more and more women become management class which makes men feel belittled.

Most women worry that they are not thin enough.  The aesthetic standard nowadays is: “the thinner you are, the prettier you are.”  This has made many women excessively thin.

Most Taiwanese women have become quite wary of sexual harassment by men because women are being taught that society is a dangerous place by the great amount of news about women being raped or victimized by sexual violence.  The abundance of such information creates the impression that every man is a potential offender.

Aging always produces huge fears in women.  Women need love and adoration from others in order to complete the recognition “she is a woman”.  Becoming old may take these things away, so preserving beauty is a life-time task for women in any century.  
This question may not have standard answers.  But for me, I am worried about whether I could find a suitable and stable job after my graduation to make both ends meet.  I am also worried about whether I could be motivated to bring out my individuality and receive positive feedback from my supervisor and colleagues.
Appearance may no longer be the exclusive problem for women.  Now women look to their financial ability in future prospects for resetting their positions in family and society. 

Women nowadays focus on themselves, so they are more concerned about their performance in outer beauty as well as inner beauty.

Women worry most about social networking.  The feeling of being connected with others will lead them to hide their true personality and opinions.  They were not encouraged to be unique and tend to become members of a group but not the leader who speaks out her own ideas.

Stress and anxiety are part and parcel of the lives of most career women, who struggle to maintain a life inbetween their personal lives, their family responsibility, and job duties.  Career women have to handle a heavier work load than their male counterparts, and according to a new study, women working in high-pressured professions could be twice as likely to develop heart disease and mental problems.

Women are troubled by their growing age, for there seems to be a deadline for all important things in life: marriage, children, jobs, etc.  Even if they do not care much about such deadlines, their relatives or friends would remind them frequently.  If they do not accomplish their goals such as marriage and giving birth to children before the ideal age, they would not be regarded as successful women.
Status symbols

Luxury goods are usually considered status symbols, such as LV bags or Lotus cars.  But not everyone has good taste and wisdom in direct proportion to the luxury goods they have.
Possessing luxury goods used to be seen as a symbol of class and fortune, but nowadays, charity has become the most respected status symbol. 

Famous brands and delicate clothes and accessories have been trademarks of high class people.  Yet in Taiwan, a new trend of status symbol is coming into place.  Since President Ma and his wife are promoting a simple and thrifty lifestyle, the rich are now flocking to the simple and organic products as their new status symbol.

In the age of knowledge, language signifies one’s education level and determines one’s social status. People who can speak intelligently receive more respect than those who fail in expression.  That’s why intellectuals use eloquence as their status symbol.

Having extramarital affairs can be seen as a status symbol for rich men.  This is a way for them to manifest their “surplus” economic capacity, which allows them to feed more than one woman. 

The quality of service you enjoy can help you build up your status symbol.  Servers in Wang-pin steakhouse, for example, act as if they are better than those who work in the night market.  As their self-image raises the status of the steakhouse, it also enhances the status of those who eat there.
Some people want to stand out from among others by displaying their difference, especially with the help of some luxury goods.  However, those symbols become a myth, because some people just go beyond their depth to buy what they could not afford. 

Status symbols are represented by material objects that are usually outside the range of affordability of ordinary people.  Yet the fashion magazines teach people how to dress in order to transform themselves.  In response, imitation fashions are now filling the night markets or the internet, where the prices of clothes are quite ‘friendly’.  Consequently, young people can dress much like superstars but with very little money spent.
Everything is originally worthless until people value them.  Thus we can say that status symbols are created by the acknowledgement of people.  For instance, when the first TVs came out, they were so valuable that whoever could afford one would be seen as wealthy, but almost everybody can afford a TV now.

As the gap between the rich and poor is widening, white-collar people would use external objects to highlight their noble positions.  Some luxurious brands, such as LV or PRADA, are indispensable to symbolize their social status. 

Status symbols are used to create a particular upheaval and uniqueness and to classify an individual’s social identity.  Yet at the same time, the status symbols also highlight the growing gap between the rich and the poor.

What distinguishes social status is often people’s behavior and practical objects.  From these superficial things, we can judge the status or the class one person belongs to. 

Jewelry, fashionable dresses, and bags with name brand logo are symbols of high class.  But genuine high class would not need expensive materials as symbols, because the real symbol is themselves.  They are distinguished enough to be recognized and respected. 

We often think of our luxurious property as status symbols, yet in USA, nannies have become a new status symbol.  Some parents claimed Tibetan nannies were “very balanced and Zen” and aided in children’s “spiritual development.”  In fact, Tibetan nannies have become so popular that issues of discrimination on the basis of ethnic background have been raised.
Neighbors

In the urban living environment where families are secluded in their isolated apartments, it is hard to meet friendly neighbors and no one seems to want to be “bothered” by others. 

Have you noticed how many times you met the clerks of your neighborhood convenience stores?  Statistically, they, not the people who live next to you, are your neighbors!

In modern cities people live in close but isolated apartments.  They tend to be indifferent toward their neighbors, let alone having a good relationship with them.  The big problem now is how to make people understand that human beings are interrelated and interdependent. 

Neighbors often construct intangible regulations to ensure that they live only with their own kind.  The poor are unlikely to be allowed to build a small house among mansions; Chinese immigrants are suggested to live only in Chinatown; and gays will not be welcome in conservative communities.

Living near an annoying neighbor is the most troublesome problem.  You cannot move because your property is here.  And if you didn’t handle the conflict well, it might result in more trouble that will constantly haunt you.

Neighbors do not merely mean people living nearby; they should be those who care about each other; otherwise, they are just strangers.  Nowadays, living in apartments, people have little knowledge about their neighbors.  They may live close by but actually they are distant with no contact with one another.
In the old days, when people still lived where they were born, it was possible that we were related to our neighbors.  However, since the population followed where jobs are, people have left where they were born and relocated in new places, so neighbors are no longer blood-related. 

The relationships among neighbors have a lot to do with the housing pattern.  For example, it is hard for inhabitants of apartments to have much contact with their neighbors as privacy is greatly valued by city people who have been exposed to the crowded public during daily life.  Home is where they can rest and seek temporary silence after the hustle and bustle.  In the countryside, however, a sense of community is quite meaningful as the notion of ‘family’ expands from the immediate members to neighbors.  As they have similar work and economic backgrounds in general, their connection with neighbors is surely much tighter than urban people.
Your living environment is constructed by you and your neighbors.  Good neighbors are those who share similar demands for quality of life.  You and your neighbors may not be very close or intimate, but you should both know the definition of respect.
Urbanization makes neighbors close themselves behind the steel doors; they don’t dine, help, or even chat with each other anymore like the old times.  Sometimes neighbors probably never know each other’s name or become entangled with each other due to misunderstanding or merely bad luck.

With the development of industrialization and urbanization, people’s living styles have changed dramatically.  As people mostly live in apartments, the role of neighbors has become less significant.  Without human interaction and close contact, indifference results.
The attitude toward neighbors is different between people living in the countryside and those living in the metropolis.  In the countryside, neighbors play an intimate and important role in daily life, whereas in the metropolis people have little contact or interaction with their next-door neighbors.
The relationship among neighbors has become less and less close, but in fact, the fundamental problem is the change of people’s relationships in general.  People in the modern society come to care about their own stuff while people in the past have close relationship with others. 

Neighbors are not as important as the old days.  They should serve the social functions for safety, exchange information and affection, but people are used to living isolated instead of connected with their neighbors.  The reason is that our neighbors may not be trust-worthy, and we do not know their backgrounds.

Jesus told us to “love thy neighbor”, but sometimes we are just unable to live next door to a perfect family.  Our neighbors love to sing karaoke late in the night, burn the garbage outdoor everyday when the police are off duty, or beat their children so harshly that we hear the kids screaming.  That’s why Benjamin Franklin said, “Love thy neighbor, yet don’t pull down your Hedge.”  Be kind to the neighbors but never bother to involve too much in their lives. 
Nowadays, neighbor’s function is broken by the indifference of people.  As workers are busy for their work day and night, they have less time to interact with their neighbors.  Thus, once they get into fights, it is difficult to resolve. 

