The Child: from anonymity to individuality
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Naturalistic view of life and time

· 農業生活：Cyclical view of life and time in sync with Mother Nature; things come and go, everything that happens is natural

· Family-centered mentality家族是存活單位，相互依存; children as continuity of clan, belonging to extended family and community, not to individual parents

· Death: childbirth was lethal for both mother and child; adults resigned to the inevitability of children dying; poor sanitation, poor health 

Something’s happening

· 16th century: rising determination to prevent premature death of children; demand for medical help to prolong life;雖不確定緣由但this signals a new attitude toward life and time

· P. 315--growing desire for individual to live their own lives and choose own careers; self-interest became vital concern

· Why?新的生產模式和社會組織方式
From cyclical to linear的時間生命
· 商品生產和交換成為常事，必須時時盤算生產利潤，集中於目的性的生產Capitalistic commerce calls for constant calculating  316

· Calculating affected sense of time; man began to plan out his life as a linear line that reaches into the future that has an end; no longer cyclical time

· New power for the individual who can now find his own means of survival outside the family—transition to capitalism大家庭不再是思考的歸屬脈絡
Cities and nuclear families

· Capitalist market gave rise to cities

· New lifestyle in the city: relation to Mother Nature dimmed; awareness of changing seasons diminished; concern with ancestors waned; inconvenient to remember the dead

· Intimacy of the private home became focal point of daily concern; child seemed to have been liberated from the family circle to grow in love

316－孩子的意義
· 過去人沒有個別性，都是在家庭家族中得到意義，世代更替是必然的常態。但是16-17世紀個人化越來越強，也對個人生命的短暫開始有意識。面對個人必然的消逝，想用孩子的繼續存在來補償
· 孩子不再是家族的資產，而是個別父母的資產，承受大量情感投注－－這正標記了核心家庭就位
Child-rearing practices

· Naturalistic view would not allow swaddling clothes, shaping caps and bonnets, wet nurses不要管理或束縛
· Yet new mode of commodified life made wet nurses available 養育勞動的商品化
· Women can have more frequent pregnancies because they don’t have to nurse the children—reproduction as main role

Parent-child relationship

· Nuclear family made parents more attentive to minute changes in their children; feel children were more alert and mature

· Privatization of child care 兒童不再由家族統籌管理; parents invest much emotion in children; marvel at the latter’s progress; indulgent, hard to apply discipline

To combat such excesses    p. 321

· Parents were told children’s instincts could use some control: rules of proper behavior were imposed by concerned moralists; church and state assumed responsibility of education; parents supported

· New schools: provide knowledge unavailable through parents, new emphasis on individual fulfillment

State and Church intervention

· New ideological models to shape ordinary children用以下理想形態來形塑對一般孩子的想像
· Child as mystic: child saint, unique individual child

· Child as Jesus: emphasize sweetness and innocence

· Child prodigy: unusual individual children who excel

· 孩子越來越是特殊的主體，有著特殊的美好特質
Profound social upheaval     p. 325

· Rural → urban

· Clan, community → nuclear family

· Child as possession of mother and father, not to ensure the continuation of cycle but to love and be loved

· Child to be educated by professionals in order to reach its full potential

· Individualism：孩子的個別特殊性
