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· Published two years after the English Glorious Revolution (1688)

· Anonymously justifies the ascension of William and Mary

· Response to Hobbes and other contemporaries, defends new political arrangement of power where civic government derives its just existence

State of Nature 1

· All men are naturally in a state of perfect freedom, able to order their actions, dispose of their possessions and persons as they thin fit

· But function within bounds of law of Nature, without being dictated or dependent on others

· 原始狀態是能夠自制自治的自由
State of Nature 2

· State of equality 

· All the power and jurisdiction among people should be reciprocal: no one having more power than the other, not privileging self, nor depriving others

· People should be equal, without subordination or subjection

Law of Nature

· Governs the state of Nature

· Being all equal and independent, no one ought to harm another in his life, health, liberty or possessions

· Everyone is bound to preserve himself and the rest of mankind

· Peace and preservation of all mankind 

Reciprocity-fairness

· When a criminal is caught, retribution is limited to what calm reason and conscience dictate

· In transgressing the law of Nature (hurting someone else), the offender declares himself to live by another rule than that of reason and common equity, and thus dangerous to mankind

· In response, we can punish the offender

政府對抗不客觀的自利自私
· Self-love will make men partial to themselves and their friends; ill-nature, passion, and revenge will carry them too far in punishing others

· 此時civil government, not the absolute monarch, is the proper remedy for the inconveniences of the state of Nature

Men are unable to supply for themselves completely, so they are induced to seek communion and fellowship with others, thus uniting as politic societies
既然是眾人自願同意的合作共居﹐那麼就一定要遵循自然法則（不是叢林的弱肉強食﹐而是相互退讓尊重）
