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Wollstonecraft’s argument

· Men and women occupy different spheres; women are dependent on men due to apparent inferiority resulting from false education that teaches them to be vain and frivolous

· Women are responsible for children’s education and maintaining marriage; bettering women’s education will thus better women’s performance in child-rearing and marriage relations, then bettering the future public sphere

Enlightenment thinker

· Believing in the perfectability of the world by human reason and human effort—world as not merely given and fixed by god’s will or king’s decree

· Insists that civil liberty and religious liberty are also god-given rights, thus applicable to women

Difference feminist

· Honors women’s “natural” talents in being good wives and responsible mothers, with chastity and fidelity

· Insists women be treated as human creatures with power of reason that only needs to be cultivated; but not to be measured by men’s standards

· Instead, men are to become more chaste and loyal, following women’s example

Differently received

· Vindication of the Rights of Men, rebuttal of pro-aristocrat views toward the French Revolution, published under pseudo name, well-lauded by male intellectuals

· Vindication of the Rights of Women, as an extension of the same line of thought, though published under “Mary Wollstonecraft,” severely criticized

Suffrage movement--politics

· Women should enjoy equal rights for themselves in every way, with no “natural” roles for women
· 對照：Women would produce civilizing effect on politics and help control use of alcohol; (middle-class) women votes would help cancel out votes of lower class or non-white men

Suffrage movement—UK divided

· National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (moderate) vs. Women’s Social and Political Union (militant, 與工黨聯手)

· Militant protests; initiated hunger strikes; created bodyguards for its leaders (single athletic women)

Middle-class in nature

· Married women at the mercy of husbands, no property rights

· Single women, jobless, dependent upon relative

· Though somewhat educated, women still enjoy little public life, not even in the church

· No high school or college education for women

Nationalism over feminism

· WWI broke out and leaders of WSPU ceased publication and directed energy toward national causes for the war

· After the war, dissolved organization and formed Women’s Party

Finally 

· Limited suffrage for women or a certain age, and with property at turn of century

· Universal suffrage recognized by UN in 1948 and 1979

Erotology and Sexology

Study of sex

· Greeks observed and elaborated on sexual responses and other related issues

· Islamic scholars did a lot of work and were translated for Medieval Europe

· Development of anatomy affirmed physiological thus social difference

· 19th century developed concern with overpopulation and degeneracy helped promote the study of sex

Beyond medicine and biology

· Coming from researchers in medicine and biology, early sexology treats only those aspects and the people deemed “sick,” ascribed to degeneration

· Pathologization greatly limits views on sex; new sexology now calls for interdisciplinary study 

Revised sexology

· Study of sex is study of (often foolish) ideas developed in the course of larger historical process

· Sexology is thus the critical study of ideologies in their social and historical contexts

Erotology 

· How-to manuals for sexual practices and interaction

· From Kama Sutra to the Joy of Sex to the Joy of Gay Sex to The Whole Lesbian Sex Book

Gradually in view

· The study of sexology and the rise of sexuality studies, plus ready availability of sex manuals, announce the presence of sex and its modern-day management

