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Sex Revolution in US

· New culture of "free love” among young people preaching the power of love and the beauty of sex following the Hippies who believed sex was a natural biological phenomenon not to be denied or repressed.

· Helped by theorists Freud (Civilization and Its Discontents性驅力與文明壓抑), Marcuse (Eros and Civilization性壓抑與紓解), Reich (Sexual Revolution性剝奪與法西斯人格), Mead (Coming of Age in Samoa青少年性自由)

Hippie Ethos

· Mostly white teenagers and young adults between the ages of 15 and 25 years old

· Tradition of cultural dissent derived from bohemians (musical, artistic or literary pursuits, few permanent ties, wanderers, adventurers, or vagabonds) and the Beat Generation in the late 1950s (down and out but full of intense conviction, rejection of mainstream values, experimentation with drugs and alternate forms of sexuality )

Altered States from Drugs

· Disillusioned, disenchanted, preferring an altered state of consciousness to the so-called collective illusion the world embraces as ‘Reality’

· TV, radio and magazines helped broadcast information quickly to millions of people, spreading new ideas among the masses—including the faces of counterculture

Liberalization of Sex

· The main change was not that people had more sex or different types of sex

· it was simply that they talked about it more openly than previous generations - which in itself can be described as revolutionary 

· New ethos in experimenting with open sex in and outside of marriage, contraception and the pill, public nudity, and liberalization of abortion

Material Base

· Media: during the late 1960s, the counterculture became well known through radio, newspapers, TV and other media outlets

· Birth control pill: in 1960s, gave women access to easy and reliable contraception

· Improvements in obstetrics: greatly reduced the number of women who die and increased the number of those who chose abortion

Feminist sex debate

· Debates within the feminist movement and lesbian community in the late 1970s through the 1980s 

· Over feminist strategies regarding sexuality, sexual representation, pornography, sadomasochism, the role of transwomen in the lesbian community, and other sexual issues 

Vanilla vs. BDSM 

· Samois: lesbian-feminist BDSM organization based in San Francisco and existing from 1978 to 1983, Pat Califia and Gayle Rubin 

· Rebuked (and sometimes picketed) by Women Against Violence in Pornography and Media (WAVPM) which took a very strongly anti-SM line, seeing it as ritualized violence against women
· Warfare: Off Our Backs vs. On Our Backs 

