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Anti-abortion rhetoric

· The film signals its transformation from mainly religious/mythical mode to medical/technological mode改變力場
· Using the aura of medical authority, the allure of technology, the cumulative impact of fetal images, to create a context in which audience is predisposed to “see” what the film wants it to see文化脈絡影響
· See what?

Ideological content 

· The fetus acquired a symbolic import that condenses within itself a series of losses: 不只墮胎，更相關其他保守價值觀的失落
· Loss of sexual innocence

· Loss of the compliant women

· Loss of American imperial might

· Problematic: the image as an accurate representation of a real fetus

· How is that achieved?—back to history

History of photography

· Originated from 19th century cult of science, byproduct of industrial capitalism, linked with positivism 相關脈絡
· Appearance of objectivity, of capturing literal reality 內涵意義
· Served scientific rationality (medical diagnostics and record keeping) and bureaucratic rationality (record keeping and police surveillance) 社會功能
Fetus as fetish

· Abstract individualism and symbolic transparency: fetus as metaphor for autonomous, atomized man, floating free超音波只拍攝胎兒，只聚焦胎兒
· Effacing the pregnant woman and the fetus’ dependence on her 抹煞女人
· Reproducing motherhood: imaging is used to encourage mother to bond with fetus and discourage abortion 眼見為憑的壓力
Ultrasound

· Originating in submarine warfare戰爭用途, introduced into obstetrical practice in 1960s, 恰巧是the end of baby boom and drop in fertility

· Propel obstetrician-gynecologists into new areas of discovery and fortune新商機, a new patient population to check up regularly, to monitor, control, and intervene 新的生命政治領域
Visualizing--knowledge

· Visualizing compels “discovery,” to see as the primary means to knowledge in western traditions 視覺主導的知識
· Visualizing debasing sensory experience and relatedness, distances us from the corporeal 倚賴浮面印象
· Visualization and objectification as privileged ways of knowing--masculine

Panoptics of the womb

· Foucaultian concept: the power of surveillance, policing, and keeping watch over the womb

· Voyeuristic desire, predatory look

· Reduces woman to maternal environment, passive spectator in her own pregnancy; her subjective feelings now replaced by objective data on the video screen

· 不過，Petchesky也繼續指出，故事不能這樣簡單
Women are not all victims

· Feelings: Visualization does create feelings of intimacy and belonging, sense of control and self-empowerment for women 不是父權製造的感覺
· Agency: Women have always intervened in the pregnancy process and made demands on medical professionals 不能因超音波而控訴父權全面控制生殖科技
Feminist standpoint

· Seeks to unify women’s raw experience

· 但是有問題：
· Reproduction matters and knowledges are always mediated by dominant codes and images 沒有純粹女性本質的經驗
· Women’s relationships to reproductive technologies differ due to class, race, sexual orientation, age, physical disability, personal fertility history 沒有女性皆有之經驗因為體驗不同
Culturally embedded desires

· Wanted pregnancies receive fetus imaging favorably: 母親的驕傲、鞏固家族裡的地位、過去的失落經驗、中產婦女的規劃傾向、對完美胎兒的堅持、父權的確認
· Call for feminists to address the question of biology in a way that lead to infinite variation, for particular lives are lived in particular bodies不能一竿子打掉生理
· 不是全面反對科技影像，而是問who uses them, how and for what purpose

不是反對 fetal imaging

· Need to change the contexts, media, and consciousness through which fetal images are defined

· Need to create new images that recontextualize the fetus back in relation with the women

· Separate the power relations from the technologies themselves: give women knowledge and resources to judge and use them

· Start feminist ethic of reproductive freedom重新思考要如何擁抱懷孕而不向母職投降
