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stratification
distributive justice

The present essay suggests a way to resolve the seemingly inherent contradiction between
the conception of “socially constructed sexuality” and that of “erotic diversity,” through an
investigation of the nature of erotic idiosyncrasy and various conceptions of socially constructed
sexuality. By distinguishing sexual identity from sexual desire, this essay argues that while our
sexual identity is socially constructed, erotic diversity in terms of sexua desires cannot be
explained by our present culture or social relations. Although my sexual desire/sexual identity
distinction comes out of a Freudian tradition, it has now taken alinguistic turn. With the
theoretical vehicle provided by Richard Rorty, | argue that, unlike the Freudian opposition
between the impulsive power of sexual instinct and the repressive force of civilization, the
relation between sexual desire and sexual identity is better understood in the trajectory of the
“metaphor.” Thisthen leads to the conclusion that a progressive and liberating sexual politics
should not aim at the curbing or repression of sexual desires or erotic diversity. Instead, it
should work to promote sexual equality by further cultivating and developing erotic diversity and
thereby transforming the power context of sexual desires as well as the meaning of sexual
identities.
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