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Abstract: 1sSex Work really “Work”? A somewhat rhetorical inquiry may be
reformulated as: What is the distinct and essential nature of sex work that distinguishes it
from other kinds of so-called “real” work? These questions are shown to be totally
misguided in the present paper through first attempting, in an analytical philosophy approach,
to establish some criteriato capture the distinct essence of sex work, and then demonstrating
counterexamples that reved the socially constructed nature of sex work. Thethesis of social
constructionism of sexuality or homosexuality is shown to be valid when extended to sex
work. Theidentity and identifying characteristics of sex work are shown to be constructed
within a constellation of knowledge/power.  Such aline of argument is strengthened by
Marx’ stheory of commodity, which isinterpreted as awider version of social
constructionism of commodity/service work in the present paper.
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